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Gazella subgutturosa 9.b|

Goitered Gazelle, Persian Gazelle

External Features: HB 90-115 cm, T 16-20 cm, SH 70-80 cm and W 20-
45 kg. Males have horns that can reach 25 to 45 cm in length. Black in color
and sharply diverging, the horns form an “S” shaped, bending up backwards,
and turning in at the tips. Females mostly lack horns but in western Iran
females with short horns are observed. Males have a goiter like bulge on the
throat during the mating season. Legs are long and tail is quite short. Fur is
short and sandy in color during warm season and is replaced by thick and
brownish fur in winter. The fur becomes lighter with increasing age.
Biological Features: Goitered gazellesare herbivorous and ruminantanimals
with acute senses of smell and sight. These gazelles are gregarious and usually
occur in small groups, but herds may number in the hundreds or thousands.
They usually graze in early mornings and late afternoons and rest at mid-day in
the shade of shrubs and bushes. But where they are heavily hunted, they become
partly nocturnal. They are fast runners and choose a particular course for escape.
Goitered gazelles undergo seasonal migrations throughout much of their range.
Food consists of grasses, forbs, shrubs and sometimes agricultural products.
Mating takes place in December or January when males gather females in their
territory. Gestation lasts 5 to 6 months after which 2 to 3 calves are born. New-
borns weigh about 3 kg and suckle their mother up to 5 months of age. They
reach adulthood after about 2 years. Longevity in the wild is about 12 years.
Natural predators include wolf; leopard, cheetah and caracal in Iran.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Inhabits a wide range of semi-
desert, steppe, bush lands and woodland habitats, usually preferring flat plains
covered with Artemisia sp. In the past the species had a wide distribution in plains
of Iran, however, due to poaching and habitat destruction has become extinct in
non protected areas. The current population is estimated less than 20,000 in Iran.
Conservation Status: It is considered as a “Protected” species by Iran

Department of Environment and “Vulnerable’(VU) by the IUCN Red List.
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External Features: HB 120-160 cm, T 15-20 cm, SH 70-100 cm and W
25-120 kg Males have long scimitar shaped horns marked with annual growth
rings that could reach 152 em in length. Horns in females are short and do not
exceed more than few centimeters. Body is stocky and muscular with brownish
or yellowish gray fur. Generally, males are darker than females. Adult males
have a beard and a black stripe running from the withers down the front of the
shoulders merging with the black chest. They become pale with increasing age
and at advanced age they are cream-white on the sides and flanks. There are
black hairs on the front of their feet. The fur becomes paler in winter. Males have
special sebaceous glands under the tail that become active in mating season.
Biological Features: Wild goat is a diurnal, ruminant herbivore. They are
gregarious animals with acute senses of smell, sight and hearing. Females live
with younger individuals in separate groups than adult males. These animals
live in mountains and can climb precipitous rocky areas extremely well. In some
areas they have limited altitudinal movements. Wild goats beat their feet on the
ground and exhale air vehemently through their nostrils when threatened. Food
consists of grasses, shrubs, tree leaves and foliage. They mate in fall and after a
gestation period of 150 to 160 days, 1 to 2 kids are born. Kids usually weigh 3
to 4 kg and suckle for 4 to S months. They become adult after 2 to 3 years. Kids
have soft silky fur which is yellowish -grey, with dark hairs on the face and front
of the feet. Horn length is shorter than ears in kids. Longevity is 12 to 15 years
in captivity. Major predators include wolf, leopard and cheetah but birds of prey
and hyenas could also feed on young goats.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Wild goats are distributed in
almost all mountainous and rocky areas of the country. However, populations
are declining in many areas and in some, like Bisoton of Kermanshah, they have
been wiped out due to habitat destruction, poaching and trapping. Presently,
total population in the country is estimated around 50,000 individuals.
Conservation Status: [UCN Red List enlists it as “Vulnerable”(VU).




Ovis vignei
Urial Wild Sheep
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External Features: HB 150 cm, T 15 cm, SH 70-100 cm and W 25-85 kg,
Males have large horns that curl backwards behind their heads and taper offin a
large spiral, coming to finish pointing back toward the head like a twisted letter C.

The longest horn, which is a world record, belongs to a specimen from Golestan

National Park measuring 113cm in length. Horns are triangular in cross section.
Females have shorter compressed horns. Their fur on the back s short and sandy
yellow in color, while in winter it is longer and brownish red. Lower side and
rump are white. There are long white hairs which cover the base of the neck and
chest. In some areas, males have grayish hairs on the base of the neck and chest
and carry short horns; these rams are called “Morche’”

Biological Features: These are diurnal animals but sometimes become
active at nights. They are herbivorous ruminants who have keen senses of sight
and smell. They live in social groups composed of all adult males separate from
groups of adult females and their young, Habitats include rolling hills and low
mountainous areas. In some areas migration to warmer areas takes place during
winter. They emit a “Fesh” like sound when feel danger to alarm other members
ofthe group. Herds of rams and ewes mixin early fall where rams fight each other
with their horns for dominance and mating rights without establishing territories.
Gestation period is about 5 months after which 1 to 2 lambs are born. New
born lambs weigh about 3 to 4 kg and are nursed by
their mother for 4 to S months. They mature after
2 to 3years. Longevity of wild sheep is about 13
years in nature. Natural predators include wolf,
leopard and cheetah in Iran. However, birds of
prey, hyaena and brown bear might prey on
lambs.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance:
The species is distributed in hilly and
mountainous areas of eastern Iran. However,
their populations have declined in many areas
due to habitat destruction, poaching, trapping,
harassment by dogs and disconnection of
populations. Golestan and Tandoreh National
Parks are most well known habitats in the country
for the species.

Conservation Status: It is considered as
“Protected” by Iran department of Environment,
enlisted in Appendix II of CITES and categorized
as “Vulnerable” (VU) by IUCN.
M
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Armenian Wild Sheep
38355 s 18,3

External Features: HB 140 cm, SH 80 cm, and W 20-65 kg, Females are
smaller than males. Horns of the males are shorter than the horns of male Urial
Wild Sheep and have somewhat elliptical cross sections. The longest recorded
horn, which is a record trophy originating from west Azarbaijan, is 89 cm in
length. Horns curve in the same plane towards the neck. Hairs on the chest and
throat are rough, short and range from brown to black in color. Females lack
horns or have short and slightly curved horns. Males have a white or grey saddle
patch in winter; thus they are called “alakamar” by local people.

Biological Features: They are diurnal but sometimes become active at
nights. As ruminant herbivores, they have keen senses of sight and smell. Usually,
they live in social groups. Adult males live in separate group than adult females
and their young, Mating takes place in fall. Lambs, usually 2, are born in spring,
Biological characters of this sheep are similar to Urial sheep.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species lives in mountains,
foothills and rolling steppes of northwest extending along Zagros Mountains
to southwest Iran. Populations have decreased in many areas due to habitat
destruction, poaching, trapping and disconnection of populations. Presently;
highest numbers of Armenian sheep are living on Kaboudan Island in Urmia
Lake, Anguran, Bijar and Haftad Gholeh Protected Areas.

Conservation Status: Itis considered as “Protected” by Iran department
of Environment, enlisted in Appendix II of CITES and categorized as
“Vulnerable” (VU) by IUCN Red List.
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Diversity of Wild Sheep in Iran

There is a great diversity of wild sheep in Iran. Before discussing the
diversity of these magnificent animals in the country we should briefly
explain why we have emphasized rams in naming populations in the
following discussion. Rams have horns, larger sizes and distinctive
external features which make them easier to see and recognize from
long distances. Also, collectors and hunters have always preferred
them to ewes in their expeditions. Therefore, more male specimens
have been collected in private and museum collections and thus
are available to scientific studies. In this book, we presented two
species of wild sheep, namely Urial (Ovis vignei) and Armenian
(Ovis gmelini) based on a molecular study by Rezaei et al. (2010).
Other populations throughout Iran are hybrids of these two species.
However, high diversity of wild sheep populations calls for a brief
description of external features and geographic distributions of major
populations.

Esfahan Ram

Horns curl towards the neck. Black hair under the neck is longer
compared with similar hair in Armenian rams. Saddle patch are
observed in most individuals. Distribution is limited to parts of
Esfahan and Chaharmahal Bakhtiari provinces in Iran. Ghameshloo
and Tang-e-Sayad National Park are important habitats for this
population.

Larestan Ram

Similar to Urial rams, horns curl parallel to the neck. Short black
hair covers the neck. Distribution is limited to southern and western
parts of Fars and Hormozgan provinces, respectively. Hormod and
Geno protected areas are well-known habitats for this population.
Larestan rams are the smallest rams in the world with adult males

weighing less than 35 kg.

Shiraz Ram

This is a hybrid between Armenian and Larestan populations. Horns
are similar to Larestan rams but with a larger body size. Distribution is
limited to areas surrounding Shiraz, especially Bamoo National Park.

Afghan Urial Ram

Horns are similar to Urial rams with white hair under the throat and
black hair on the chest. Black saddles are observed on few individuals
but are inconspicuous or absent generally. This population is
distributed in central parts of Afghanistan extending towards eastern
parts of Iran. Darmian Protected area in South Khorasan Province is
the most important habitat for this population.

Baluchi Urial Ram

Horns are similar to Urial rams. However, body size is smaller
compared with Urial and Afghan rams. Saddle patch is white and
inconspicuous. The population is distributed from east of Indus
River in southern Pakistan to southeastern Iran.

Central Alborz Ram

This is a hybrid between Urial and Armenian populations. In eastern
areas of distribution, as in Shahrood and Firouz kooh, horns curl
towards below the neck. There is no chest hair and saddle patch. In
central areas, as in Khojir, Sorkheh Hessar and Lar National Parks
and also in Varjin Protected area, the hair under the neck is black
and sometimes long and white. Saddle patch with black periphery
is usually present. Horns turn upward or towards under the neck.
In western parts, as Taleghan and Alamoot in Qazvin, hair on lower
neck is short and black, saddle patch is white and horn curls are
similar to Armenian sheep.

Kerman Ram

This populationisahybrid between Larestan and Baluchi populations.
Distribution is limited to southern and northern parts of Kerman
and Hormozgan provinces, respectively. Few biologists believe rams
of Naybandan and Bafgh in central Iran belong to this population.
Khabr National Park is the most important and well-known habitat.
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Larestan Ram, Hormod Protected area
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Sciurus anomalus

el Sloww
Persian Squirrel
25 oS p90m 15 ) 090 15055

Q\r'."\l-l’.? ‘..5
N w)e

External Features: HB 190-210mm, T 128-143mm, HF 50-60mm, E 27-
29 mm and W about 330-430 gr. The body size of this species is medium with
along and bushy tail. The upper parts are brown with a tint of russet red and the
under parts are yellow: The tail is shorter than the head-body length. The top of
the tail is russet red and lighter on the bottom. The claws are delicate and long
with a dark base becoming lighter towards the tips. The eyes are large and the
ears relatively long.

Biological Features: This species is diurnal, it is mostly observed in early
mornings and evenings. The animal is often observed singly in trees where it is
very active and agile. When threatened it climbs up the tree with the help of its
claws and jumps from one branch to the other. It is seldom injured when it falls
on the ground. Although seldom entering water it can swim well. The Persian
squirrel feeds on fruits, seeds, acorns, walnuts, hazelnuts, almonds and berries
and occasionally feeds on bird eggs and chicks. It does not usually make a nest
and uses cervices and holes of trees as nest. The nest s lined with mosses and dry
vegetation. It is seldom observed during winter in cold regions but no evidence is
available onits hibernation. It produces two to three litters per year of 2 to 4 young,
Itlives up to 1S5 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The preferred habitat of the
species in Iran is Zagros Oak forests though it is also occasionally observed
in orchards. It is distributed in the western parts of the Zagros Mountains
from West Azarbaijan to Fars province; escaped individuals can be found in
coniferous plantations in Tehran. This squirrel usually prefers tall and mature
trees. The squirrel is relatively abundant in protected areas.

Conservation Status: This species is listed as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
[UCN Red List. However, many Persian squirrels are captured every year to be
sold in markets as pets. Destruction of the Zagros forests seem to be the most
serious threatening factor.




Spermophilopsis leptodactylus | ;3:y8U e j luiuw

Long-clawed Ground Squirrel

External Features: HB 200-280 mm, T 70-90mm, HF 55-59mm, E 13-18
mm and W about 600 gr. This squirrel has a large body, small ears and a short,
hairy tail. Hair on the body is long and soft in winter; shed in early spring and
replaced by short course pelage in summer. Hair on the upper parts of the
body and tail is grayish yellow and whitish yellow on under parts. The terminal
part of the tail is marked with a black strip with white margins. Its claws can
reach 12 mm, a length that enables the species to excavate the ground. Long
hairs protect the soles of the feet from hot surfaces and prevent the animal
from sinking in sands.

Biological Features: This species is diurnal; mostly observed in early
mornings and in the evenings. It lives in small groups and prefers firm sandy
grounds for its burrow that usually have only one entrance. In winter the
animal can be observed outside its burrow throughout the day but remains in
the nest on cold days. Hibernation is not observed but the burrow entrance
may be closed with sand and dry plants during hot summer days and animal
aestivate there. The sense of vision is strong and the animal stands up on its
hind feet to look around, fleeing to its burrow when alarmed. Its diet consists
of seeds, fruits, leaves and plant roots. It copulates in early spring when the
animal seems to be most active; at times it may venture large distances from
the burrow: About 25 days after copulation 3 to 7 naked and blind young are
born. Young squirrels are observed outside the burrow at the end of spring
and they mature at the age of about 9 months. Red foxs and raptors are known
to prey upon this species.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species lives in sand dunes
and is found only in the Sarakhs area, northeast Iran.

Conservation Status: The species lives far from human settlements and
does not cause damage to agricultural fields. Therefore, it is not threatened by
humans. It is listed as “Least Concern” (LC) in [UCN Red List.
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Spermophilus fulvus 3,5 w0y o

Yellow Ground Squirrel
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External Features: HB 240-280, T 70-78, HF 43-52, E 7-8 mm and W
460-1000 gr. The body is relatively large with a tail that is shorter than the body
length. The eyes are large and the ears are very small. The dorsum is creamy
yellow with a brown tint. The under parts are lighter. The soles of both fore and
hind limbs are bare and the claws are longer on the fore limbs.

Biological Features: This squirrel is diurnal and gregarious and often
observed standing on their feet outside their burrows. When sensing danger a
whistle like sound is produced and animals flee to their burrows. Burrows have
one entrance and are built 50-100 cm below the ground surface. The species is
active during mornings and evenings resting during the middle of the day. The
species hibernates in colder areas become active again at the end of winter or
early spring, The species is active until the end of spring and possibly aestivates.
Reproduction is twice a year with a litter of 5 to 9 young,

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species inhabits cold steppes
with sparse vegetation and productive clay soils. Flat agricultural areas are
preferred. There are two distinct populations of Yellow ground squirrel in Iran.
One in northwest in the provinces of Hamadan, Kordestan, Zanjan, Qazvin and
Tehran. The other population is found in northeast in North Khorsan, Razavi
Khorasan and South Khorasan provinces.

Conservation Status: A widespread and abundant species with no major
threats. The species listed as “Least Concern” (LC) in [UCN Red List.




Spermophilus xanthoprymnus Wd‘.yv&i ooyl

Asia Minor Ground Squirrel
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External Features: HB 170-225 mm, TL 30-50 mm, HF 21-41 mm,
E 8-16 mm, and W 80-320 gr. The body size is somewhat smaller than the
ground squirrel Spermophilus fulvs. The soles of the feet are covered with hair.
The dorsal fur is brownish grey but lighter and white on the venter and the feet
are yellowish. The tail is short.

Biological Features: This species is diurnal and inhabits shallow burrows
usually connected with 3 to S tunnels to the ground surface. In appearance

4

and behavioritis very similar to S. fulvs. It is a gregarious animal and establishes
small colonies and emits monosyllabic hisses. The diet consists of fresh parts
of plants. Hibernation takes place from September to January and during this
period 30% of the body weight is lost. Mating takes place in early spring and,
after 27 days, 1 to 4 young are born. New born animals weigh 5 g and nurse
for about 20 days.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species inhabits gently
sloping steppes covered with short herbaceous plants, as well as agricultural
fields. To date it has been reported from north of Pir Ahmad Kandi village
near the Iranian border with Turkey, and west of the city of Bazargan.
Conservation Status: The population of this species has declined by 20 to
25% in the last 10 years. Therefore, it is listed as “Near Threatened” (NT) in
IUCN Red List.
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Northern Palm Squirrel
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External Features: HB 133-143mm, T 146-155 mm, HF 32-37 mm, E
13-18 mm and W 50-123 gr. This species is smaller than Persian Squirrel
Sciurus anomalus but is distinguished by the presence of 4 wide black stripes
on a white back. The color of the venter is dirty white. The tail is covered with
thick hair and is white above and grey beneath.

Biological Features: The northern Palm squirrel is active during the day
and observed throughout the day in winter. It is semi-arboreal, and builds its
nests, covered with soft plant material, among dense tree branches, in wall or
rock crevices. Northern palm squirrels are known for their repetitive, shrill,
bird-like calls. They usually descend from trees to feed on seeds, fruits, buds,
leaves, tree bark, grubs and bird eggs. Females may breed with several males
and after a gestation period of about 6 weeks 2 to 4 naked young are born. This
squirrel probably breeds two times per year. Females nurse their young for
about one month and after 8 months they become adult. Natural predators of
this species are Indian Grey Mongoose, Domestic cat and Diurnal raptors.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The northern Palm squirrel lives
in woodlands, urban and rural gardens and palm groves only in southeastern
Baluchestan of Iran. Presently; relatively good populations are found in gardens
around Chah Bahar, Dareh Sarbaz and Bahu Kalat protected areas.
Conservation Status: The species is listed as “Least Concern” (LC) in
IUCN Red List due to its wide distribution, large populations and tolerance of
habitat change. Considering the importance of this species for local people it is
facing no serious threat.
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Allactaga elater ~Sa¢S sz bgd

Small Five-toed Jeboa

External Features: HB 90-128 mm, T 148-185 mm, HF 46-58 mm, E 25-
38 mm and W 32-73 gr. This species is the smallest jerboa in Iran. Its muzzle is
short and wide with long ears; when folded forward, the ears extend beyond
the muzzle. The color of the pelage is dark grey on the back with buff tipped
hairs. The flanks are lighter in color and the venter is white. There is a white bar
on the thigh which unites with the white color on the venter. The tail tuft has
three colors of hair; short off-white hairs, followed by 3 em black hairs, and
2 cm long white hairs at the tip. The hind feet have 5 fingers with only the 3
middle ones being functional. The soles of the feet are naked. There is a pair of
small premolars on the upper jaw and small incisors with no grooves.
Biological Features: The small five-toed jerboa is nocturnal and lives
solitarily. Its food consists of plants, especially seeds, bulbs, roots but it also
consumes insects. Its burrows usually have two exits and a spherical nest
chamber built at a depth 0f25-60 cm, with 40-120 cm tunnels connecting to
the surface. The main entrance is closed during the day. Each burrow is used
by one jerboa except during hibernation. It breeds twice a year between spring
to fall. The gestation period is about 40 days after which 2 to 6 young are born.
They hibernate two months in cold seasons but do not stock food for winter.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The small five-toed jerboa
inhabits steppe and semi desert habitats with sparse vegetation cover. It
prefers sandy and loamy soils and areas with a mixture of vegetation and
avoids open spaces and dense vegetation. The species has been reported
from West Azarbaijan, Ardebil, Kordestan, Esfahan, Fars, Tehran, North
Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi, South Khorasan, Kerman, Golestan, and Sistan
and Baluchistan provinces. This is one of the most abundant jerboas in Iran.
Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Least Concern’
(LC) by the IUCN due to its wide distribution and no observed decline in
populations.
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Allactaga williamsi oy gbgs

Williams'’s jerboa

External Features: HB 107-150 mm, T 185-255 mm, HF 53-74 mm, E
31-59 mm, and W 53-142 gr. This is the largest Allactaga species in Iran. The
head is relatively large and round, with large, oval-shaped ears, and large eyes.
The fur on the dorsum ranges from fawn to dark brown; darker on waist and
fawn on the sides, while the venter is white. The transition from dark dorsum
to white venter is rather distinct. The tail is 1.6 times the length of the HB. The
tail tuft is fawn at the base, followed by a black or dark brown stripe of variable
length, and the tip is pure white; with, a bundle of sub-terminal orange hairs
sometimes visible. The feet have five toes and naked soles.

Biological Features: Williams' jerboa is a nocturnal rodent, spending the
day in 100 to 160 cm long burrows. The burrow chamber is located 29 to 55
cm below the surface and is lined with soft materials such as wool and hair. It
breeds two times in a year and3to6 youngare born per litter. Young are born
with a tail and short legs; tail outgrows BL within 12 days. The diet varies with
season: insects and their larvae in spring and summer and other plant food in
other season. It hibernates for two months during winter and does not stock
food. There is no aestivation.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The preferred habitat of this
jerboa is steppe and rocky sparsely vegetated areas of Alborz and Zagros up to
2500 m,asl.Itis mostly found onslopes and hills, and rarely near cultivated areas.
It has been reported to date from East Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, Hamedan,
Kermanshah, Kordestan, Tehran, and Qazvin provinces. It is probably also
present in mountainous steppes of the northeast due to its occurrence in
Afghanistan.

Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC)
by IUCN due to its large and widely distributed populations.
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Allactaga euphratica

Euphrates Jerboa
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External Features: HB 86-129 mm, T 159-195 mm, HF 47-61 mm, E 27-
38 mm, and W 48-92 gr. The Euphrates jerboa, as with other Dipodidae, has
very long hind feet and short fore limbs. Brown-yellow fur covers the dorsal
side, with dark grey hairs on the waist, buff-yellow on the sides, and white
on the belly. The transition between dark upperparts and light underparts is
indistinct. A white stripe on the thigh joins the white under parts at the base
of the tail. The terminal tail tuft consist of dirty white and black hairs that
have white tips. The soles are hairless; few brown hair grow on margins of feet
soles.

Biological Features: The Euphrates jerboa is nocturnal and lives solitarily.
Its diet consists of seeds, bulbs, and plant roots. It inhabits one main burrow
and several temporary ones. Temporary burrows are short and shallow. The
diameter of burrow entrances ranges from S to 11 cm. The main burrow is
dug at depths of 35-40 cm, with 45-120 cm long tunnels connecting it to the
surface. The animal plugs the burrow entrances with earth to save moisture in
spring and summer; it aestivates in hot seasons. It breeds 2 to 3 times per year.
Snakes, owls, and small carnivorous mammals prey on this jerboa.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The Euphrates jerboa inhabits
low hills in steppes and semi-deserts habitats, and also areas adjacent to
agricultural fields. It is found in border areas between Iran and Iraq in
Khuzestan and Ilam Provinces. There is no available data of abundance of this

species in Iran.

Conservation Status: Although widely distributed, this species has
suffered a20% decrease in population in the last 10 years with local extinctions
havingbeen caused by agricultural development and other threatening factors.
This species is very vulnerable to habitat alterations. It is categorized as “Near
Threatened” (NT) by the [UCN. Study in Iran is needed on exact distribution
and habitat association in south-west of the country.
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Allactaga hotsoni Oy sbgd

Hotson’s Jerboa

External Features: HB 190-124 mm, T 167-220 mm, HF 50-62 mm, E
38-46 mm, and W 41-75 gr. In this species the body size is relatively small
with elongated ears. The fur on the dorsum is relatively long, buff on the base
and black at the tip, which creates a dark shaded, ochre-brown overall look.
The venter is white with no clear demarcation between upper and lower parts.

The upper and lower parts of the tail are covered with short fine, brown-ochre
hairs. The terminal tail tuft is brown with a white tip. The hind feet are covered
with small dark brown to black hairs; white hair grows between three fingers.
Biological Features: Hotson’s jerboa is nocturnal and inhabits open desert
areas. It is solitary outside of the breeding season. The diet consists of fresh
vegetative materials. It breeds once in early spring and hibernates during mid-
fall to late winter. The species inhabits both permanent and temporary burrows.
It does not stock food for winter. Owls, foxes and snakes prey on this species.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species is observed on
sandy soils and open steppe plains in deserts and semi-deserts, 200-1500 m,
asl. It was first reported from Saravan (Sistan and Baluchistan) at 204 m, asl
and later from Kavir N.P in Semnan, Bajestan (Khorasan Razavi), Yazd, and
Shahre-Reza (Esfahan). It is less abundant than other jerboas.
Conservation Status: Although not observed frequently, this species is
categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by IUCN due to its wide distribution
and and there have been no reported population declines. Recent studies have
recognized A. firouzi (which recorded as a new species form Shahre-Reza,
Esfahan province) as a subspecies of Hotsons Jerboa. More taxonomic and
ecological studies are needed on the Allactaga genus in Iran.




Allactaga toussi gl gbgd

Tousi Jerboa

\QQS%JLVJL

External Features: HB 109 mm, T 177 mm, HF 53 mm, E 37 mm, and W
63 gr. The dorsal fur is brown and on the venter is white. The inner surface of the
ear is covered with dark hair. The limbs and their margins are naked. The claws
are relatively darker than those of other Dipodidae members. The terminal tuft
of the tail is light brown.

Biological Features: The species is probably nocturnal, but more studies are
needed on the biology of the species.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species has been reported
only from Cheshmeh Gilas, northwest of the city of Mashhad and the Sarakhs
area in Khorasan Razavi Province.

Conservation Status: The conservation status of the species is not
determined yet because it is new to the list of Iranian mammals.
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Pygeretmus pumilio
Dwarf Fat-tailed Jerboa

External Features: HB 90-120 mm, T 120-180 mm, HF 40-50 mm, E 18-
32 mm, and W 45-60 gr. This is a small Dipodidae with 5 toes on its hind feet
with only the 3 middle ones well developed. The fur on the back s light grey
to dark grayish brown; lighter on the flanks and top of the head, and white on
the venter. The tail is thick with a black terminal tuft and white tip. The ears are
small and the soles of the feet are naked. There are no premolars as are found
in other Dipodidae members.

Biological Features: The species is nocturnal and usually solitary. It
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inhabits complex tunnels the entrances of which are plugged during the day.
The diet consists of plant materials such as seeds and bulbs. A layer of fat is
deposited in the tail that is used when food is short. There is no information
on its reproductive biology though it probably breeds more than once a year
with 2 to 6 young per litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The dwarf fat-tailed jerboa
inhabits desert areas with clay soils and sparse fleshy vegetation. The species
has to date been reported from Turkeman Sahra of Golestan province.
Conservation Status: The species s categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by
IUCN due to its large and widely distributed populations. However, population
declines have been observed in some areas due to habitat destruction. More
study is needed on its distribution and ecological characteristics in Iran.




Dipus sagitta
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Northern Three-toed Jerboa
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External Features: HB 110-157 mm, T 140-180 mm, HF 59-67 mm, E 16
-26 mm, and W 70-110 gr. This species resembles the Lesser Egyptian jerboa
(Jaculus jaculus) with a fawn to sandy yellow dorsum and a pure white venter.
Asin other jerboas, the long tail ends in a black tuft with a white tip. The hind
feethave 3 toes with long hairs covering the soles. These hairs are not very long

res

as with Jaculus but also not very short as in Allactaga. The incisors are grooved
and yellow in color in contrast to the white incisors of other Dipodidae
members. There is a pair of premolars in the upper jaw distinguishing it from
Jaculus species.

Biological Features: The northern three-toed Jerboa is nocturnal and lives
in both permanent and temporary burrows. The male digs a simple burrow,
the female a more complex one. Permanent burrows are located at a depth
0f 40 to 100 cm with 5 to 6 m long tunnels. Temporary burrows are located
at a depth of S0 cm. Both sexes plug the entrance to their burrows during
the day. The species is highly adapted to arid conditions and rarely needs to
drink water. They feed on fresh leaves, roots, bulbs, and seeds in spring and on
insects and insect larvae in other seasons. No information is available on the
reproductive biology of the species in Iran. The breeding season varies from 2
to 2.5 months in the northern and 8 to 9 months in the southern parts of their
range. The species breeds 1 to 4 times per year with a gestation period of 25 to
30 days. It hibernates from October to late March but activity during winter
has also been observed.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species inhabits sand dunes
and shrub lands in deserts and semi-desert habitats. To date the species has
been reported from Ahmad Abad village on the border of Touran Protected
Area in Semnan province. It most probably also inhabits Sarakhs in Khorasan
Razavi Province and Turkaman Sahra in Golestan Province. It has shown little
population fluctuation, with densities reaching S to 6 individuals per hectare in
suitable years.

Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Least Concern”
(LC) by the IUCN due to its large and widely distributed populations. Its
distribution in Iran is limited though the exact range needs to be studied in
order to start conservation actions.
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