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Apodemus hyrcanicus

Hyrcanian Field Mouse

a1

External Features: HB 93-110 mm, T 93-109 mm, HF 22-24 mm, E 15-
18 mm, and W 19-39 gr. Fur on the dorsal part of the body is dark brown
which becomes lighter on the flanks while it is pure white on the ventral part.
There is an orange and oval shape patch in most specimens, varying in size.
The complete collar is never developed. Hairs on the tail are sparse and scales

are visible. Tail terminal hairs are longer but do not form a tuft. Tail is bicolor;
upper side is brown and lighter on lower side.

Biological Features: Information on the biology of the species is scant.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat of the species ranges
from Hyrcanian forests of Caspian region in Astara from the west to Golestan
National Park in the east. It usually prefers lowland moist forests; from -26 to
2000 m, a.sl. No information is available on abundance of the species in Iran.
Conservation Status: Due to destruction of deciduous forest habitats in
Caspian region it is estimated that the population has declined by 20% in the
last 10 years; therefore, it is categorized as “Near Threatened” (NT) by the
IUCN.
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Apodemus uralensis
Herb Field Mouse

- Ama

External Features: HB 70-100 mm, T 65-110 mm, HF 17-22 mm, E 12-
15 mm, and W 13-28 gr. Pygmy field mouse is smaller in size than other field
mice. There is no breast patch. Ears and eyes are relatively small and pelage on
upper side is gray in color.

Biological Features: Itis nocturnal but observed during dawn and dusk. It
is not aggressive when captured and is usually sluggish compared with other
field mice. Does not climb well and usually does not climb the barriers. Food
consists of plant seeds and fruits.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes woodlands,
bush lands, deciduous and pine forests up to 2800 m, asl. Prefers open
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habitats on the boundary of forests and bush lands. It is reported so far from
forests and bush lands along Aras River. No information is available on
abundance and status of the species in Iran.

Conservation Status: It is an abundant species with extensive geographic
range and populations are not presently threatened. Therefore, it is categorized
as “Least Concern” (LC) by IUCN. However, distribution of the species is
limited to border areas of Iran in north-west and studies on ecology and exact
distribution of the species is needed.
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Family: Muridae

logbo.s 03103l

Order: Rodentia
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Steppe Field Mouse

External Features: HB 93-104 mm, T 93-110 mm, HF 20-23 mm, E 15-
17 mm, and W 15-30 gr. It is very similar to the house mouse with respect to
body size and morphology with the exception that hind feet are very long and
slender, eyes and ears are larger, and upper incisors, unlike house mouse, have
no cusps. The color of the fur is variable and usually is light brown with a tint
of russet. The color of the fur on abdominal side and limbs are white. The line
of demarcation along flanks is very distinct. The scales on tail are easily visible
and very short thin hairs cover tail sides and the terminal part of the tail. The
color of the tail is brown on upper part and white on abdominal side with a
clear demarcation line between them.

Biological Features: Steppe field mouse is diurnal but sometimes is
observed during the day. It is usually gregarious. Nest and food storage
chambers are underground and connect with two openings to the ground
surface. The animal covers the nest with soft mosses and herbs. Sometimes,
the nest, which is similar to a bird nest, is built on the ground. Food consists
of plant materials such as seeds, fruits and roots. They produce 2 to 6 litters
per year with 2 to 9 young per litter. Gestation period is 25 days and young are
born naked with blind eyes. Eyes open after 2 weeks.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Steppe field mouse lives in shrub
lands, woodlands and orchards in mountainous areas of West Azarbaijan,
Kermanshah, Ilam, Lorestan, Chaharmahal Bakhtiari, Kohgiluye Boyerahmad,
Esfahan, Fars, Semnan, Mazandaran, Khorasan Razavi and North Khorasan
provinces.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN Red List.
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Apodemus avicennicus Usw i )| 3uiS yige

Avicenna Field Mouse

Py .‘%’z

External Features: HB 88 mm, T 96 mm, HF 21 mm, and E 15 mm.
Pelage on the dorsal side is gray brown while it is pure white on ventral side.
Half of the individuals in this species lack orange breast patch. The boundary
between upper side and lower side on the flanks is relatively demarcated. The
species is named after Avicenna, Latinized name of Ibn Sina, the great Iranian
polymath.

Biological Features: No information is available on the biological features
of the species.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species is reported only
from Fakhr Abad village in south west of Mehriz and slopes of Shirkouh in Yazd
province. No information is available on abundance of the species in Iran.
Conservation Status: The conservation status of the species is not
evaluated yet.
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Family: Muridae
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Order: Rodentia
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Golunda ellioti END A (9o

Indian Bush Rat

I AF

External Features: HB 160 mm, T 65 mm, HF 20 mm and, E 8 mm. It
has a medium sized body resembling voles. Ears are rounded and hairy and
tail is covered with short hairs. Fur on the back of the body is brownish grey
and light grey to white on abdominal side. There are grooves on the surface of
upper incisors while lower incisors have a smooth surface.
Biological Features: It is mainly diurnal, semi-arboreal, not particularly
gregarious, fossorial and often terrestrial. This species feeds on vegetative
matters and builds its nest on shrubs and bushes.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: A specimen was trapped for the
first time in Iran, 40 km south east of Kerman, at 1410 m, a.sl. among rocks
adjacent to citrus orchards. The species is distributed in Indian sub-continent
and the site of its capture in Iran is 1000 km to the east of its known habitats in
India. No information is available on abundance of the species in Iran.
Conservation Status: Due to wide distribution, adaptability to habitat
change and having large populations it is categorized as “Least Concern”
(LC) by IUCN. However, because of its limited distribution in Iran, more
information on the species and its habitat is needed.
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Mus musculus B 9o

House Mouse

PRV i
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External Features: HB 65-100mm, T 60-105 mm, HF 15-18 mm, E 11-
15 mm and W 12-30 gr. House mouse is a small rodent with a long and thin
tail. Length of tail usually exceeds head-body length. Fur is short, thin, soft
and grey-brown in color above. A shadow of golden yellow is observed above
the body in some specimens. The under parts of the body, from snout to the
vicinity of tail, is white. The boundary between darker back and lighter below
is demarcated. Pinna is well developed and round above; covered with thin
hairs externally and internally. Eyes are small and snout is relatively sharp. Tail
is covered with short and thin hairs but rings are conspicuous. Soles of the
feet, with the exception of lateral part, are bare.
Biological Features: Itis nocturnal butactive during the day in warehouses
and dark locations. Lives in close association with man but wild populations
are also found far from human inhabitations. Feeds on diverse items as cereals,
legumes, vegetables and human food. Does not store food but build its nest
close to food source. It is a good climber and swims well. Has good smelling
and hearing senses and when searching for food, marks its trail. Breeds
yearlong and females produce 4 to 6, and in some occasions, 14 litters per year.
Gestation period is 19 to 23 days with 3 to 12 young in each litter. Females
suckle young for three weeks and they become adult at the age of about 45
days. Average life span in captivity is about 2 years but occasionally they live
up to 6 years.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: House mouse is found
throughout Iran exceptin completely dry areas as Dashte Kavir and Dashte Lut.
Conservation Status: House mouse is categorized as “Least Concern”
(LC) by the IUCN because it is a widespread and abundant species that
thrives in anthropogenic habitats.
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Mus macedonicus

Macedonian Mouse

External Features: HB 70-100 mm, T 65-80 mm, HF 14-16 mm, E 9-13
mm, and W 10-30 gr. It is similar to house mouse. Tail is shorter than head-
body length. The fur on upperparts is grayish brown and on undersides is gray
or white.

Biological Features: In favorable conditions it is able to breed throughout
the year. However, the peak of reproduction takes place from April to September.
Diets consist of plants and their parts.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat is diverse and includes
agricultural fields, orchards, bush lands, and along river banks. Contrary to
house mouse, it avoids human settlements. It is found up to 800 m, asl It is
abundant and distributed in West Azarbaijan, Kermanshah, Lorestan and
Qazvin provinces.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN due to wide global distribution and lack of threat against populations.
Information on the species is scant in Iran and studies on ecology and
distribution are needed.




Nesokia indica (oS3 sUS935) cmelyg (g0
Short-tailed Nesokia

o~ SF

External Features: HB 150-215 mm, T 90-130 mm, HF 30-45 mm, E 15-
20 mm and W 130-180 gr. It is a large rodent with short and round muzzle.
Hairs are short, dense and soft with long black hairs visible among them. Tail is
shorter than head-body length, covered with scales and scantly haired. Hands
and feet are broad and short with fingers and toes that end with long and clear
nails. The pelage is brownish yellow or grayish brown with a red shade on

upper parts that gradually merges with the light grayish under parts. Incisors
are wide, strong and adapted for excavation.

Biological Features: Short-tailed nesokia is nocturnal, fossorial and
social. It is seldom observed on the ground. The burrows have long tunnels,
several meters long and 100 cm deep. The main chamber, where animal lives,
is covered with dry vegetation. Burrows have several openings. Outside the
burrows, soil mounds are observed and sometimes during hot summer days
exit holes are temporarily closed with soil. It lives from 26 m bellow to over
1500 m above sea level. This species can breed throughout the year with a
gestation period of 17 days and from 2 to 7 young are born in each litter.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It lives in a variety of habitats
as forests, mountains, deserts, steppes and wetlands; usually preferring
agricultural fields, areas adjacent to irrigation canals and mesic sites. It is
distributed in most part of the country with good abundance.
Conservation Status: Short-tailed nesokia is categorized as “Least Concern’
(LC) by the IUCN due to wide distribution and lack of special threatening
factor. This species cause much damage to agriculture by making holes in walls
of irrigation channels. Many of them are killed every year by tractors or flooding
of their burrows.
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Family: Muridae
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Order: Rodentia
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Rattus norvegicus Lloghd (oo

Brown Rat

A

External Features: HB 200-270mm, T 170-230mm, HF 40-45mm, E 19-
22mmand W 200-500 gr. It is largest rat in Iran. Color of body is very variable
but usually upperparts is brown and under parts is dirty white. Few are dark
black and others, the ones used in laboratories, are albino white. Tail is shorter
than head-body length. The ears are shorter compared with black rats and if
folded forward hardly will reach eyes. Remnants of swimming membrane is
observed between paws of hind feet.

Biological Features: It is usually nocturnal but could be active during the
day. Brown rat is omnivorous and feeds on garbage, cereals, fruits and animal
matters as bird eggs. It is a social animal which can dive and swim well. This rat
is unable to climb the buildings, contrary to black rat, therefore, usually lives
in lower flats and basements. Breeds throughout the year and produces up to
S litters after a gestation period of 22 to 24 days with 6 to 12 young in a litter.
Young are naked and blind, weighting 6 to 7 grams. Longevity is about 2 years
in nature and 4 to 6 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Brown rat usually lives close to
human inhabitations and in facilities as storage rooms and sewage systems. It
is now distributed in most cities around Caspian Sea and southern coastlines
and in big cities like Tehran, Mashhad and Shiraz.

Conservation Status: Brown rat is categorized as a “Least Concern” (LC)
by the IUCN because; there are no major threats to this species.

Caspian Sea




Rattus rattus
Black Rat, Roof Rat, Ship Rat

- AL

External Features: HB 160-230 mm, T 180-250 mm, HF 30-40 mm, E
24-27 mm and W 70-300 gr. Body size is medium to large but smaller and
slimmer than Brown rat. Despite its name, the Black rat exhibits several
color forms ranging from black brown to dark grey or russet brown. Color
of underneath is lighter and usually light grey. Tail is hairless and longer than
head and body length. Ears are large and pointed and pinna is well grown and
iffolded forward could reach the eyes.

Biological Features: It's nocturnal but when undisturbed can be observed
during the day. Being omnivore, feeds on plant materials such as seeds and
fruits and on animal matters as fish, crabs, snails, birds and bird eggs. It can
dig through hard surfaces as cement and wood. Can climb trees and walls
easily and is a good swimmer. Nests are built underground or even on top of
mangrove and palm trees. In favorable conditions can breed throughout the
year but peak of reproduction is in summer and fall. Gestation period is 21 to
29 days and 6 to 12 young are produced in a litter. Newborns are nursed 3 to 4
weeks. Longevity in nature is 1 and in captivity about 4 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It is native to Indian continent
but now widely distributed all over the globe. It is found in most docks,
human inhabitations along Sea of Oman, Persian Gulfand Islands as Qeshm,
Hendurabi, coastal areas of Caspian Sea and big cities as Tehran and Shiraz.
Also, in natural habitats as Geno Mountain, mangrove forests of Gheshm
Island, Tiab and Nayband and citrus groves of northern Iran. It is observed
from sea level to 2300m. There is a high population in most areas and in
mangrove forests of Qeshm Island there are about 7 rats per hectare.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
[UCN. Black rat is an introduced species to Iran and severely affects local
biodiversity in some areas as in island habitats and mangrove forests by feeding
on breeding birds or their nests. It is essential to control black rat populations
in colonial nesting sites of birds.
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Rattus pyctoris
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Himalayan Rat
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External Features: HB 106 mm, T 147 mm, HF 28 mm and E 18 mm.
Himalayan rat is smaller than Brown and Black rats and it’s tail longer than
combined body and tail length. The pinna is relatively large and, if folded
forward, would easily reach eyes. The color of the body is grayish brown on
the back and white underneath. Boundary between darker back and lower
white is quite demarcated. Soles of feet and hands are bare.

Biological Features: This rodent, like many other species of Rattus, often
lives close to human inhabitations and sometimes on banks of rivers and in
bush lands. In some areas, lives on trees together with forest dormouse. Feeds
on almonds, berries and insects. It breeds several times in a year and some
females bear up to 9 fetuses.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitats of Himalayan Rat
include mountainous, rocky, agricultural lands and human inhabitations.
So far, it is only reported from northeastern parts of Kerman Province and
villages around Mashhad in Iran. No information is available on abundance
of the species in the country.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN.
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Fat Dormouse
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External Features: HB 125-190 mm, T 112-170 mm, HF 26-38 mm and E
19-22 mm and W 70-200 gr. Before it goes to hibernation reaches over 300 gt
Body size is medium, squirrel like, and hairs of the body and tail is tall and dense.
Color of the fur is dark grey on the back and flanks with a shade of light brown
on the back. Around the eyes are somewhat darker but there are no black strips
on the face. Ears are small and have darker color on the back compared with the
color of the upper parts of the body. Inner surface of the ears are covered with
thin brown hairs. Under parts of the body is white at the fore front and gradually
becomes gray at the rear. There is a clear boundary between darker upper and
whiter lower parts. Fore and rear limbs have 4 and S toes, respectively: The sole of
limbs are bare and equipped with 4 hard pads that are adaptations for climbing
trees.

Biological Features: Fat dormouse is nocturnal and only leaves the nest
after sunset. But, returns to the nest for rest several time during the night. Edible
dormouse isusually observed in groups on tree branches. It can jump distances of
8 to 10 m between tree branches. Builds its nest in tree trunks or uses abandoned
bird nests. It could also be observed sometimes in deserted buildings. This animal
hasalonghibernation that starts from mid-summer and continues to early spring.
It feeds intensively before hibernation causing its weight to double. The species
has acute senses of hearing and smelling enabling to sense food smell from long
distances. Food consists of fruits, seeds, insects, bird eggs and chicks. It produces
1, occasionally 2 litters, per year. Gestation period is 25 to 30 days and 2 to 10
young are produced perlitter. They begin to see clearlyin 18-21 days. Young leave
their nest in 1.5 months. Mature at one year. Longevity is about four years in wild
and eight in captivity. Owls are the main predator of the fat dormice.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Caspian forests and orchards are
habitat for this species. It is distributed in Golestan, Mazandaran, Guilan and
Tehran provinces.

Conservation Status: There are abundant populations; therefore, the species
is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN. Forest destruction and
collision with cars on roads are considered as the most threatening factors.
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Dryomys nitedula 9D Sulosw
Forest Dormouse
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External Features: HB 80-113 mm, T 80-111 mm, HF 19-24 mm, E 10-17
mm and W 30-60 gr. It has a smaller body than fat dormouse. Two black stripes
which encircle the eyes are visible on the face of the animal. Eyes are large, ears are
smalland the upper part is round without hairs. Whiskers are well developed and
theirlengthis 3 to 4 cm. Body color varies in different samples. The color ofupper
parts of the body in forested areas is olive brown and under parts light yellow
where as in open areas back side is yellowish gray and underside is white. Tail is
long, bushy and dorsal color is like back color and ventral is lighter. Fore limb has
4 and hind limb has $ fingers. Soles of fore and hind limbs, with the exception of
feet heels, are naked.

Biological Features: Itisnocturnal butin breeding seasonandinareas of dense
vegetation could be observed during the day. Forest dormouse is very agile and
could jump distances of about two meters between tree branches. It hibernates
but it is observed during the day in few mountainous areas during winter. Tree
holes or bird nests are used as nest. Simple nests, about 15 to 25 cm in diameter,
might be built under bushes, tree roots, crevices or between tree foliages. Food
consists of walnuts, almonds, plant parts, insects and eggs or chicks of birds.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Deciduous and ever green forests
(juniperlands), woodlands and orchards are habitat for this species. It is observed
in extensive parts of the country excluding deserts, eastern parts and coastal areas
in the south.

Conservation Status: Itis categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN
due to stable populations that result from wide distribution and variety of habitats
used.
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Masked Mouse-tailed Dormouse
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External Features: HB 60-110 mm, T 58-78 mm, HF 14-19 mm, and
E 12 mm. Body and tail resemble voles and mice, respectively. Tail length
is somewhat shorter than head-body length. Contrary to other dormouse
species, tail hairs are very short, causing tail rings to become visible through
the hairs. Tail is covered with short white hairs with sporadic dark brown hairs
on dorsal parts. The fur on dorsal parts of the body is ocher grey and white on
abdominal parts and limbs. Claws are white and are covered with white hairs.
Biological Features: It is active at dusk and during the night. Burrows are
built among rocks with many entrances. Based on information collected on

captive animals, it prefers animal materials as food.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The habitat for the species
consists of rocky mountainous areas in Kopet-Dagh and Turkman Sahra in
north-eastern Iran with elevation of 1000 m, a.s. and covered with halophyte
bushes and wild almond (Amygdalus). The species is apparently very rare,
known from just a dozen specimens, live or from owl pellets.
Conservation Status: Information available on population size and trend,
distribution and possible threats are scant. Therefore, the species s categorized
as “Data Deficient” (DD) by the [IUCN Red List.
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Myomimus setzeri
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Setzer’s Mouse-tailed Dormouse
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External Features: HB 70-80 mm, T S0 67 mm, HF 14-17 mm, E 11-13
mm, and W 9- 10 gr. It is a small rodent which morphologically resembles
masked mouse-tailed dormouse. Tail is relatively short and tapering, The fur
on the dorsal part is brownish grey and on ventral part light grey. A dark brown
stripe runs from neck to tail on the back.

Biological Features: Information on the biology of the species is scant.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Persian mouse-tailed
dormouse was discovered for the first time, as a new species, 4 km west of
Baneh in Kordestan Province. Habitat for the species is mountainous areas,
1800 to 2800 m, asl, with scattered trees. It is presently distributed in
Kordestan, Lorestan, and West Azarbaijan provinces. The species is extremely
rare. Less than 10 specimens exist in collections. Available information on the
species is collected mainly from owl pellets.

Conservation Status: There is scant information on the ecology and
biology of the species and also threats that might influence its survival. Hence,
it has been categorized as “Data Deficient” (DD) by IUCN Red List.




Hystrix indica ey
Indian Crested Porcupine
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External Features: HB 70-90 cm, T 8-10 cm, S 18 to 35 cm, and W 11-25
kg, Indian Crested Porcupine is the largest rodent in Iran. Long spines that cover
the body; give a particular distinctive morphology to the animal which is unique
amongrodents. Tail length is quite short. Muzzle is broad and covered with rough
hairs. Vibrissae are very long and sometimes reach 20 cm on upper lip. The body
is covered with rough hairs which partly change to spines on the back and flanks.
Short and bristle-like hairs grow under and among spines in different parts of the
body. Spines are slender andlong on the back and shoulders, whereas, on the back
are thick and short, marked with black and white bands. Spines on the tail are
short and white.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal and usually emerges from its burrow only
well after dark. This animal is seldom observed in nights with moonlight. It is
solitary but sometimes lives in family groups. There is no actual hibernation but
may stay in the burrow for few months in winter. It builds the burrow in narrow
valleys, rock crevices, caves, deserted Qantas, and ruins of old houses. Porcupines
excavate the soil to feed on plant roots especially preferring tuberous plants as
potatoes. Fruits such as dates, insects, small vertebrates, and sometimes carcasses
are eaten. Teeth, antlers and bones are carried to the burrows for gnawing that
provides calcium for the body: Senses of smell and hearing are strong contrary to
sight. Porcupine breeds once a year. Gestation periodis 112 daysand 1 to 4 young
are born per litter. Longevity is about 15 years and natural predator is Leopard.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes forests,
mountains, steppes, and deserts. Indian porcupine lives throughout Iran with the
exception of northwestern parts of the country and true deserts with relatively
high abundance.

Conservation Status: People in some areas consume porcupine flesh.
However, there is no serious threat against the species because it is nocturnal
and populations of its predators, such as leopards, have declined. Therefore, the
species is classified as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN.
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Myocastor coypus Lyg
Coypu (Nutria)

External Features: HB 40-60 cm, T 25-45 cm, HF 12-14 cm and W 5-10,
and rarely17 kg, It is a semi-aquatic rodent resembling a large rat but smaller
in size than a hare. They have a coarse, darkish brown outer fur and soft grey
under-fur. Around the muzzle and moustaches are white. The color of outer
surfaces of upper incisors is orange-yellow. Tail is round with no hair and
sharp ended. Eyes and ears are small and hind foot consists of four webbed
toes suitable for swimming..

Biological Features: It is nocturnal but in cold season and when natural
predators and humans are absent they might be observed during the day.
Nutria is a social animal and strong swimmer. Burrows consist of tunnels
about 15 meters long, Entrance of the burrow is above water level. Nutria
breeds year round with gestation period of 130 days. The number of young
in a litter ranges from 1 to 13 with average of 5 young. Young nutria are born
with a body covered with fur and open eyes and are able to swim in short
time after birth. As an adaptation for life in aquatic environment, mammary
glands are located on the side of the body enabling the young to nurse while
their mother is swimming, Longevity in captivity is from 6 to 8 years while in
nature rarely reaches 4 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance:Wetlands and rivers with dense
vegetation are habitat for the species. Nutria is native to South America but
was introduced to many counties for fur production. Those escaped from
production farms have established extensive colonies in some parts of
Europe and Asia. In Iran it is reported from the banks of Aras River, Astara
(Lavandevil), Talesh, Jolfa and Agh Gol wetland in West Azarbaijan Province.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN Red List due to wide distribution and abundant populations.
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Ochotona rufescens
Afghan Pika

S

External Features: HB 160-180 mm, T 15mm, HF 29-33 mm,E 17-21 mm
and W 150 gr. It is a medium sized rodent that resembles large rats. Male and
female are monomorphic. Tail is degenerated and very small; only small part
of it remains that is hidden in the fur. Feet are not long as in hares and do not
differ much from the hands. Muzzle is short and black and white whiskers are
observed around it that could reach S em in length. The color of hide depends
on habitat and could range from gray mixed with brown to gray mixed with
reddish brown. Flanks gradually become lighter and blend with the color of

under parts which is a mixture of grayish yellow. No visible boundary exists

between upper and lower parts.

Biological Features: Afghan Pika is diurnal and often seen in large group
covering an extensive area. This animallives in cold areas but does not hibernate.
It is herbivorous and stores large amounts of vegetative material to feed under
snow during winter time. It is often observed while collecting food. Nest is built
in crevices of rocks or stone walls surrounding orchards. The heap of collected
food around the nestis sometimes about one meter high. This species prefers to
stay close to the nest and often sits close to it. Pika reproduces several times in
ayear. Gestation period is 40 days and 4 to 8 (often 6) young are born who are
blind and naked. Young are nursed between 2 and 3 weeks and can reproduce
at 3 months of age.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Afghan Pika lives in bush lands
and grasslands of mountainous areas in Khorasan Razavi, North Khorasan,
South Khorasan, Mazandaran, Golestan, Esfahan, Semnan, Tehran, Fars,
Yazd, Kerman, Sistan and Baluchestan, Hormozgan, Markazi, Hamedan,
Chaharmahal Bakhtiari, Lorestan, Kermanshah, Kordestan and West Azarbaijan
provinces. It also exist in elevation higher than 3000 m, asl. It is an abundant
species but has severe fluctuations in population.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by IUCN
Red List due to its wide distribution. Populations of natural predators of this
species have declined in recent years in some mountainous areas of Iran leading
to population increase. They have become pests even in some areas.
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European Hare
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External Features: HB 40-70 cm, T 7-13 cm, HF 11-17 cm, E 8-12 cm and
W2-7 kg There is no sexual dimorphism. Fore feet are short while hind feet are
elongated. Tail is short and ears are long; There are S digits on fore-foot and 4
in hind foot that terminate with strong toes. The dorsal coloration is generally
a grayish clay-brown which becomes somewhat lighter on the flanks. The chin,
throat and belly are white. Tail is bi-colored with light under part and darker
dorsal surface. The color of the ears is grey and there is a small black triangular
patch at the tip. The soles of fore and hind feet are covered with coarse, long
hairs that are yellowish brown in color.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal and starts its activities after sun set.
Sometimes, it might be observed during the day also. It is solitary with an acute
sense of hearing, European hare can run fast and even jump up to 3 meters high.
During the day it rests under bushes with open eyes and flat ears. Diet of this
hare consists of vegetative materials as roots, leaves, fruits and stems. Mating
can take place in all seasons. Males fight severely in mating season. After a
gestation period of about 42days, 3 to 5 young are born with open eyes. Young
are covered with fur and could weigh between 100 to 140 gr. They remain
with mother for about 1 month and become adult after 6 months. Carnivores
as cheetahs, wild cats, foxes and birds of prey feed on this animal. Maximum
Longevity in the wild is about 12.5 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: European hare lives in wide
range of habitats and sometimes in farmlands. It is distributed in most parts of
the country except northeastern areas and is abundant. Due to the decline in
predator populations, European hare numbers have increased in recent years
and have become a pest. It is only hunted in western parts of the country for
food, therefore, in these parts populations have severely decreased.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN due to wide distribution and high populations. Presently, there is no
need for an immediate conservation plan.
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Family: Leporidae
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Lepus tolai Sl 55 5

Tolai Hare
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External Features: HB 40-50 cm, T 7-10 cm, HF 10-12 cm, E 8-10 cm
and W 1.5-2.5 kg. Morphologically it is similar to European hare, but body
size is smaller and pelage lighter. Upper parts are covered with soft fur that is
light gray in color. Sporadic black hairs are observed on the back. The color
of abdominal part is cream. There is no demarcation line between upper and
lower parts. The color of the external ear is light gray with dark brown tip. The
dorsal surface of the tail is black while the tail margin and under part is white.

Biological Features: It is usually active in the evenings but sometimes
observed during the day. After a gestation period of 45 to 48 days 2 to 4 young
are born.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It is distributed in semi-desert,
steppes and bush lands of north eastern Iran, from MianKaleh peninsula on
Caspian Sea to Sarakhs.

Conservation Status: Due to wide global distribution, large populations
andlack ofa serious threatening factoritis categorized as “Least Concern”(LC)
by the IUCN. Its distribution in Iran is very limited and warrants studies on
its ecology and habitat.
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