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Jaculus blanfordi

Blanford’s Jerboa

3

External Features: HB 108-136 mm, T 170-218 mm, HF 60-67 mm, E
18-23 mm, and W 77-93 gr. This is the largest Jaculus species in Iran. The eyes
are large and the ears small. The hind limbs are long and the short front limbs
are used for handling food and excavating burrows. The fur on the dorsum is
creamy yellow and pure white on the venter. The tail tuft is S cm long, dark
brown at the base with a 3 cm white tip. The hind feet have 3 toes with vestigial
lateral ones. The soles of the feet are covered with long hairs. There are no
premolars.

Biological Features: Blanfords jerboa is nocturnal and not often seen
on moonlit nights. It feeds on plants; seeds and roots of cereal crops and
halophytic plants are commonly consumed. The species lives in 1.5 to 2 m
long permanent burrows with a single entrance and 1 or 2 terminal chambers.
The animal does not store food in the burrow. Gestation period is about 40
days and it breeds 1 to 3 times in a year with 3 to 4 young per litter. Longevity
is about 6 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species inhabits desert and
sandy plains. To date densities of 1 individual per hectare have been reported.
It has been found in Sistan and Baluchistan, South Khorasan, Khorasan
Razavi, Esfahan, Kerman, Yazd, Semnan and Tehran provinces.
Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC)
by the IUCN Red List due to its large and widely distributed populations.
More studies are needed on its ecological characteristics in Iran.
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Jaculus jaculus

S5 S pae sbgd
Lesser Egyptian Jerboa
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External Features: HB 95-125 mm, T 150-230 mm, HF 46-58 mm, E 17-
23 mm, and W 50-75 gr. The body resembles Blanford's jerboa (/. blanfordi)
but is smaller. The fur on the dorsum varies from light yellow to sandy dark;
it is grey on the sides, and white on the venter. A demarcation line between
upper and lower parts is quite visible. There is a white patch below each ear.
The dorsal and ventral colors are extended onto the tail. The hind feet have 3
fingers and the 2 lateral ones are vestigial. The soles of the feet are covered with
dense hairs, 7-8 mm long,

Biological Features: The lesser Egyptian jerboa is nocturnal. The burrow

islocated 1-2 m below the surface, has 2 entrances that are plugged in summer
to conserve moisture and keep cool, and is lined with camel hair and dry
leaves. It feeds on seeds and insects, sometimes traveling up to 10 km in search
for food. Stored food is found in some of the burrows. Activity is reduced in
winter but no real hibernation has been observed. It probably aestivates in hot
summers, with legs and tail spread; it can easily be caught while aestivating,
The species breeds once a year and after a gestation period of 25 days 4 to
S young are born. Longevity is about 6 years in captivity. Owls and small
carnivores are among the predators that prey on the species.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species inhabits desert, semi-
desert, sand dunes, and coastal shrub lands covered with halophytic vegetation.
To date in Iran it has been reported from Khuzestan and Bushehr provinces.
Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC)
by IUCN due to its large and widely distributed populations. Destruction of
its coastal habitats is the most important threatening factor for this species.
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Family: Dipodidae

laBygs 051038

Order: Rodentia

[olo] T

S Jgbo crnshie WO 03 oo csa e V¥ 0t 5 o oo 106,05 (sl 529
sbg> dend sl (b i Il o oo YA (565 Jobo g pie e 5 e 5L
cloojluil 3 jogas 4 5 So g8 ain dlawly 4 bl .l (Jaculus blanfordi) > 545
oasuis 3)58M (shed Sl pd Sgi 5 olew MelS” (glage s g p3 g e by (A5
2 dgu oo odnliie Lgd (laaisS (ST 15 aS pd St (sboge Cpisred e o 00
D)8 299 4365 ]

s dy2gm 855 ) e oS g § SN g ) S

Ol )3 podlS Ss 58 098 b 8355 (ol 3929 1 Slgl3 g (SHS Ty 0lCnn
sl 0 ()15 ldlidl 500 (S35 53 (g pllp (i g s98) Ll

ot O30 s o Cilin Gy 500 lolid S50 & 8 oyl s Bl Cyrdg
ol 48,55 )3

o —ueE i ‘ 7
Lo £ 2
\ ,‘ OmanSea T A l

Jaculus thaleri FUEIL TS

Thaler Three-toed Jerboa

External Features: HB 140 mm, T 175 mm, HF 66 mm,and E 18 mm. This
species is very similar to Blanford's Jerboa (Jaculus blanfordi), distinguished by
smaller ears, hind legs and tail as well as it’s entirely black terminal tail tuft. It
also lacks white hairs on tail tip, a characteristic in most Dipodidae species.
Biological Features: No information is available on biological characteristics.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species has been recorded
from Kavire- Namak in Kashmar (North Khorasan) and Bandan (South
Khorasan) near the Afghanistan border.

Conservation Status: This species has recently been identified and its
conservation status has not been determined.




Calomyscus bailwardi w515 owgels

Zagros Mountain Calomyscus

External Features: HB 70-92 mm, T 82-100 mm, HF 20-23 mm, E 19
to 26 mm and W 10-24 gr. The body size of this species is small with long
ears and a bushy tail. The snout is rounded with large eyes. The hind feet are
delicate with S toes. Part of the soles of the feet is covered with white hair while
the rest is naked. The color of the body is orange brown on top and white
underneath. The flanks appear dark due to the presence of scattered black
hairs with a marked boundary between the color of upper and lower parts.
The ears are long, bare, light in color and covered with scattered hairs. A small
white patch is found on the frontal base of the ears. The color of the upper
parts of the fore and hind limbs is white. The lower part of the tail is pure white
and the upper part has the same color as the upper parts of the body.
Biological Features: This species is nocturnal but can be seen during the
day in fall and winter. It usually lives in social groups and is active throughout
the year even in very cold and stormy weather. Nests are usually built in rock
crevices or under rocks. Food consists of seeds, leaves, flowers and animal
matters such as insects and food remains are observed near the nests. Two
litters per year is usual and each litter consists of 3 to 5 naked young born with
closed eyes.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species lives in high
mountainous areas or rocky outcrops in steppes or desert habitats. It avoids
mesic habitats. It has been reported to date from the Zagros Mountains
in Kordestan, Ilam, Lorestan, Fars, western Esfahan, northern Khuzestan,
Kerman and Hormozgan provinces. It is relatively abundant.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN due to its wide distribution and less vulnerable habitats.
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Family: Calomyscidae
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Calomyscus elburzensis

Goodwin’s Calomyscus

ol

External Features: This species is similar to mouse-like Hamster
(Calomyscus bailwardi) of the Zagros Mountains but has different number of
chromosomes.

Biological Features: Little information is available on the ecology of the
species but existing information from Iran indicates that the nests are built in
hidden crevices of stones and rocks. Individuals of the species usually share
shelters and foods in areas covered with cheatgrass (Bromus sp.). In summer
months it is active only in the dark, while in fall and winter it searches for food
during the day. The reproductive season appears to be long and pregnancies
have been observed in September and October with two litters produced per
year.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat for this species includes
dry mountains with sparse vegetation. The species has been reported from
hills and mountains of northern and north eastern Iran from near Sangsar in
Semnan province eastward to North Khorasan Province.

Conservation Status: The species is listed as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN due to its wide distribution and potentially unthreatened habitats.




Calomyscus grandis S )39 vgel 5

Noble Calomyscus

External Features: This is the largest and darkest species of Calomyscus.
The snout is long and narrow and the fur color is grey. The tail and hind feet
are longer than those of other long-tailed hamsters.

Biological Features: No information is available on the biology
or ecological requirements of the species. It probably prefers forested
mountainous habitats.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species is reported only
from the central Alborz Mountains in northern Iran. It has been observed in
mountainous hills near Fasham at 2700 m as1, hills and southern slopes of
Damavand Mountain at 2590 m, Doab in Central Alborz and Abass Abad on
the northern slopes of the Alborz mountains of Mazandaran province.
Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Data Deficient”
(DD) by the IUCN due to lack of information on distribution, biology, and
ecological requirements. Research is needed to determine its geographic
distribution, abundance, habitat needs, threats, and conservation programs.
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Family: Calomyscidae
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Order: Rodentia
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Calomyscus hotsoni

Hotson’s Calomyscus

External Features: HB 69-79 mm, T 74-92 mm, HF 17-19 mm, and E
13-19 mm. This species is smaller than C.grundis and its fur is dull brown
with dark tips. No other information is available on the morphology of the
species.

Biological Features: No information is available on the biology of the
species. It is sympatric with Acomys sp.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The habitat of this species
consists of rocky areas and bush lands in dry mountainous areas in southeastern
Iran. It is distributed only in southeastern Iran and southwester Pakistan. So far
it is reported from Zahedan, Saravan, Nik Shahr, and Chabahar in Sistan and
Baluchestan province and Roudan in Hormozgan province from 67 to 1890 m
asl. There is no information about the abundance of this species.
Conservation Status: Although seldom recorded, there is extensive
suitable habitat which appears not to be under serious threat. Therefore, it is
listed as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN. None of the protected areas in
Iran cover the distribution range of the species. Population monitoring and
field studies are needed to collect information on the ecology of the species.
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Calomyscus urartensis

Ural Calomyscus

VY | 8

External Features: HB 70-80 mm, T 75-100 mm, HF 18-21 mm, and E
16-20 mm. The color of fur on the back is brownish grey.

Biological Features: This species is solitary or lives in small groups. It is
nocturnal in summer but diurnal activities seen in spring and fall. It mainly
feeds on seeds and plant buds. The breeding season extends from April to
June and 3 to S young are born in each litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The habitat of this species
consists of rocky mountainous areas strewn with stony rubble and covered
with shrubs, short herbaceous and succulent plants. To date it has been
reported from Maku in West Azarbaijan province.

Conservation Status: Although the known distribution of this species
seems limited, its habitats are not threatened. Therefore, it is categorized as
“Least Concern” (LC) by the [UCN. The distribution of the species, which is
probably greater than what is known, and its ecology should be studied.
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Family: Cricetidae
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Order: Rodentia
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Arvicola amphibius $#Js
Eurasian Water Vole

External Features: HB 146-186 mm, T 100-136 mm, HF 30-33 mm, E 15-
17 mmand W 80-200 gr. Itis the largest vole in Iran. Head large, muzzle wide and
short, eyes small and ears are short and hide among hairs. Dorsal hairs are dark
brown mixed with orange and grey and flank is darker turning to black. Ventral
is grey and sometimes tinted with orange yellow: There is no distinct boundary
between dark upper and grey under part. Tail is relatively long and almost half
of the head-body length. Tail is covered with short hairs and cartilaginous scales
are visible. Soles of fore and hind limbs are bare. Incisors are yellow orange and
molar teeth grow continuously as incisors.

Biological Features: Water voles are active early in the morning and in
evenings. Entrance to their burrow is usually above water level with many
tunnels leading to nest chamber which is lined with dry vegetative materials.
Sometimes tunnels are 40 meters long, Food chamber is adjacent to the nest.
It is a good swimmer and dives to water when threatened. Water vole is able
to swim in depths of 2 to 3 meters for 1.5 minutes. Territory is marked with
excretions of its glands. Food consists of leaves, flowers, bulbs, tree barks and
roots and sometimes water insects, snails and small fish. Breeds from mid spring
to mid-fall. 2 to S litters are produced every year and after gestation period of 20
to 22 days 4 to 6 naked baby voles with closed eyes are born. Maximum lifespan
is about 5 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Most populations are aquatic
living in river and wetland banks with dense vegetation. Some populations also
live in terrestrial habitats as grasslands or agricultural fields. The species is reported
from Tehran, Mazandaran, Guilan, Ardabil, East Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan,
Zanjan, Kordestan, Kermanshah, Lorestan, Hamedan and Esfahan provinces.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN Red List due to its wide distribution and stable populations. In some
areas it is considered as agricultural pest.
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Blanfordimys afghanus
Afghan Vole
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External Features: HB 97-114 mm, T 24-26 mm, HF 16-18 mm, E 7-10
mm, and W about 30 gr. Ears are small and round and eyes are relatively large.
Long and dense fur on the back is grayish pale yellow while it is creamy white
on under-side. Tail is short and completely covered with brown hairs. The claws
have brown bases and yellow tips. The white vibrissae, with black roots, are 3
cm long, Bulging tympanic bulla distinguishes this vole from other vole species.
Biological Features: Afghan vole is diurnal but rarely leaves its burrow at
night. Itisa colonial vole thatlives in an extensive system of burrows with multiple
exits which are interconnected. It gets out of the burrow early in morning and
evening hours of the day. Burrows are 20 to 30 cm below the ground surface.
Mainly vegetarian. Reproduce all around the year except in very dry summers.
Litter size vary fom one to eight.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It is reported from mountainous
and hilly areas of steppes and semi-deserts in Khorasan Razavi Province.
Conservation Status: Itis categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN
due to wide distribution and extensive populations. However, distribution of the
species is limited to northeastern Iran and studies on its distribution, ecology,
and threats are needed.
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Family: Cricetidae

(a)g § lap)lasanas :aslg3la

Order: Rodentia
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Chionomys nivalis

European Snow Vole
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External Features: HB 110-140 mm, T 50-70 mm, HF 18-22 mm, E 16-
18 mm and W 38-50 gr. It is distinguished from other voles by having a long
yellow tail that is almost half the head-body length. Long and dense fur, which
is light brown mixed with gray, gradually gives away to gray on the sides. The
color of fur underneath the body is white gray, soles of fore and hind limbs are
naked and claws are white and pointed. Pinna is small but quite visible.
Biological Features: This voleisactive during the day and usually observed
sun bathing on the rocks. Nest is built in rock crevices and under tree roots.
It digs tunnels under the snow in winter. This vole moves fast on gravels and
rocks and is a good swimmer. It feeds on different parts of mountainous
plants. They store dry grass in fall. Breeding takes place in spring and summer.
Gestation period is 21 days after which between 4 to 7 young voles are born
in a litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Rocky and mountainous areas,
juniper woodlands, areas above timber lines and mountainous grasslands
are habitats for this species. It has been reported so far from central Alborz
mountains (Doabe Herderoud in Dizin), Zard Kouh Bakhtiari, Damerloo
mountainous area (on Zanjan to Dandi road), Binalood Mountains in
Khorasan Razavi and Shesh Pir highlands in Sepidan of Fars Province.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN due to its wide distribution and lack of serious threat.




Ellobius fuscocapillus Sl s g

Southern Mole-vole

External Features: HB 106-145 mm, T 9-14 mm, HF 20-24 mm and W
32-88 gr. The body is large and cylindrical in shape. Fur is dense and soft. Color
of the upper side is light brown, under side yellowish or dirty white, flanks are
yellowish brown that gradually blends with color of the under side. Therefore,
no demarcation is visible between upper and lower parts. Color of head and
body is black. There are spots on the belly of some individuals. Tail is very short
and shorter than hind foot in length. Eyes are very small and often not visible.
Pinna is very small and not visible. Soles of fore and hind limbs are naked but
their outer surface is covered with white hairs. Upper incisors are white, longand
bent forward. This helps the animal to close the mouth and prevent soil entering
itwhile digging,

Biological Features: It is nocturnal and has a fossorial life. It does not
hibernate but may become inactive in the summer. Food storage chamber
located in 20 to 30 cm and nest chamber 50 cm below ground level. Burrow
has one main tunnel and several branches that lead to the surface. Excavated
soil is thrown backward by fore and hind limbs to branches of main tunnel and
then out of the burrow: Soil heaps, about 30 cm in diameter and 10 cm in height,
are observed around burrow entrance. Food consists of plant roots and tubers.
Gestation period is 26 days and 6 to 7 litters are born every year with 3 to S
young per litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Agricultural fields, especially
alfalfa, openlands, steppes, slopes of the mountains and higher plains with loamy
soils are preferred habitats. It is also observed in gravel plains where surface soils
are washed away. This species is distributed in north eastern provinces of Iran
as Golestan, Semnan, North Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi and South Khorasan.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN due to wide distribution and adaptation to different habitats. There is no
serious threat against the species because of its fossorial life.
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Ellobius lutescens
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Transcaucasian Mole-vole

External Features: HB 90-120 mm, T 9-19 mm, HF 17-26 mm, and W 24-
81 gr. It is smaller than Southern Mole-vole and larger than Northern Mole-
vole. Color of the upper body is gray brown, face mask is dark and underside is
light gray. Sometimes, white spots about 1 square centimeter are observed on
the abdomen. Soles of the fore and hind feet are bare and covered with white
hairs. In some specimens cleft in lips are observed.

Biological Features: This is a social rodent that lives underground. It is
usually observed outside the burrow while pushing dirt out. Life cycle of the
animal is distinct from other rodents. It becomes dormant after spring due to
heat which continues until fall. After rain, when it becomes cooler in October
and November, the animal digs several tunnels; some of which are 1 m deep.
However, most tunnels are under the soil surface. They dig tunnels during the
night butin late fallit is also done during the day. Each burrow system contains
one male, one female and at least one pup. It feeds on subterraneous parts
of various plants such as roots and tubers. Transcaucasian Mole-vole caches
food in spring to enable it to live in deeper parts of its tunnels during summer.
No winter food cache has been observed so far. In summer and autumn
breeds with 3 to S young per litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes mountainous
grasslands and high steppes with elevation ranging from 700 to 2500 m,
asl and also cultivated areas. Geographic range extends from Esfahan to
northwestern parts of Iran. Populations are abundant and in some areas reach
240 individuals per ha.

Conservation Status: It is listed as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN
due to extensive distribution and lack of particular threat factor.

Caspian Sea




Ellobius talpinus

Northern Mole-vole

External Features: HB 90-130 mm, T 8-15 mm, HF 18-23 mm, and W 35-
60 gr. It is similar to Southern Mole-vole but smaller in size. Pelage is reddish
brown on dorsal parts, light yellow on the flanks, and white on under-parts.
Head and the area between the eyes are black. Tail is slender and white on upper
and lower sides. The soles of fore and hind limbs are naked.

Biological Features: It is active during day and night. Lives underground and
itis seldom observed outside the burrow while pushing out dirt or looking for
food. During dispersal process moves distances over 800 m. Social groups are
large and colonies constantly displace. The burrow entrance is usually clogged
with dirt. Nest chamber, especially during winter, and food storage chamber are
located 4 m below the ground surface. Food consists of plant roots and tubers.
There is no real hibernation but activities are significantly reduced during winter
and hotand dry summers. Two litters are produced during warm periods of the
year; each consisting of 2 to 4 newborns.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Northern Mole-vole lives in gravel
habitats and flood plains with elevation less than 1000 m, asl. so far reported
from Sarakhs in Khorasan Razavi and Turkmen Sahra in Golestan province.
Populations are high especially in agricultural lands and lands bordering
woodland areas.

Conservation Status: Itis listed as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN due
to wide distribution. However, its distribution is very limited in Iran necessitating
more studies on its distribution and populations.
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Microtus arvalis Fyoxe Jg

Common Vole

Y W

External Features: HB 90-142 mm, T 30-38 mm, HF 13-18 mm, E 8-12
mm, and W 14-46 gr. It is a small rodent similar to social vole. Auricle is small
but clearly visible through the fur. Tail length is shorter than half of the head-body
length. The fur on dorsal parts is brown with orange or black tint. The color of the
lower parts is light grey with a black tint. There is no demarcation line between
brown upper and grey lower parts. Fore and hind limbs are slender and delicate.
Soles of the forelimbs are covered with hair on the back and naked in front and
bellow fingers. Incisors are orange yellow in color.

Biological Features: Itis usually nocturnal, beingmore active in early morning
and at sunset. Common vole is a social animal. Burrow consists of several tunnels
with 2 to 14 entrances. Nest chamber is usually located in shallow depth and
near the soil surface; but sometimes observed about 30 to 40 cm deep. Males
alone and females live together in the nest. Diet consists of green parts of herbs,
plant roots and sometimes insects. Breeding takes place 2 to 4 times a year. After
a gestation period of 19 to 21 days 2 to 12 young, S on average, are born per litter.
Maximum Longevity is about 19 months.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitatincludes open mountainous
areas such as grasslands, moist forests, agricultural fields, and orchards in high
lands. So far, it has been reported from West Azarbaijan, East Azarbaijan, Tehran,
Mazandaran, Golestan, Khorasan Razavi and North Khorasan provinces. It is
considered an abundant species in most areas over its geographic range. nghest
density reported is 1000 per hectare with much annual variation. Common vole
becomes an agricultural pest with high numbers.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN Red List due to extensive geographic range and lack of serious threat
factors.
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Microtus levis P Sbg,l Jg

East European Vole, Sibling Vole
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External Features: HB 90-130 mm, T 33-55 mm, HF 16-19 mm, E 9-13
mm, and W 21-58 gr. Morphologically is similar to common vole (Microtus
arvalis), but with different number of chromosomes.

Biological Features: Biological characteristics are similar to common vole.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It occurs in a range of habitats
including agricultural fields, meadows, brush lands, open woodlands, and also

in damp habitats in close proximity to rivers and lakes. The species prefers tall
and dense vegetation extending from sea level to 2500 m,, as. Itis distributed
in northwest Iran. It is an abundant species with much variation in population
size.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN due to wide distribution, diverse habitats, and lack of a serious threat
factor. However, its distribution in Iran is limited deserving ecological and
molecular studies.
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Microtus transcaspicus

Transcaspian Vole

External Features: HB 145 mm, T 35 mm, HF 20 mm, E 7 mm, and W 38
gr. Itis similar to common vole but has a larger body size. The fur on the back
is brown to buff and on underside is light grey.

Biological Features: Diet consists of green plant parts. Itisa social rodent.
The burrow system of each family has 2 to 5 exits and covers an area of 3to §
square meters. Pregnant females are observed in March and on the average 6

young are born per litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Inhabits moist sites covered
with trees and shrubs, valleys around mountainous rivers, and dry steppes
in northeast Iran and Laleh Zar and Hezar Mountain in Kerman province.
Elevation ranges in its habitat from 300 to 2000 m, a.s..

Conservation Status: Middle East vole has alimited range. However, there
isno evidence for its population decline or habitat degradation. Therefore, it is
categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN.

Caspian Sea



Microtus socialis

Social Vole

External Features: HB 80-104 mm, T 21-31 mm, HF 13-19 mm, E 8-12
mm and W 15-38 ¢ Tail is shorter than half of the head-body length and
completely covered with hair. Pinna of the ear is small and circular but visible
through the fur. Soles of the fore limbs are bare whereas soles of hind limbs are
bare below toes in front but covered with hair from the middle of the sole to
heels. Pelage of the upper part s varied in color ranging from dark to yellowish
light brown and becomes lighter on flanks. Under parts of the body is gray in
color with no visible demarcation between upper and lower parts. Incisors are
yellow and strait. Molar teeth have continuous growth as incisors.
Biological Features: It is active in early morning, evening and over
night. This vole, as the English name denotes, is a social animal. It digs long,
labyrinth but shallow burrows. Living and storage chambers of the burrow
are connected under ground. Above-ground activity is limited, especially
in summer. It is herbivorous and mainly feeds on leaves, roots, agricultural
products but sometimes on insects and mollusks. Females produce up to
5 litters with 6 to 8 young in each. Owls, Red fox, Golden jackal and some
snakes prey on this vole.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitats include steppes, grasslands
in mountainous areas, orchards and agricultural fields. It has been reported
from East Azarbaijan, Ardabil, Esfahan, Fars, Chaharmahal Bakhtiari, Lorestan,
Kordestan, Kermanshah, Qazvin, Tehran, Mazandaran and North Khorasan
provinces.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
[UCN due to wide distribution and lack of special threat.
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Microtus irani

Iranian Vole

PRUIE AFY

External Features: HB 100-107 mm, T 34-39 mm, and HF 18-19 mm.
Very similar to Social Vole. Pelage olive-buff above, flanks paler, and ventral
off-white.

Biological Features: Not much is known about the biology of this species.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The first report was from an
orchard near Shiraz at 1700 m, as.l.

Conservation Status: Since very little isknown onits distribution, ecology,
and potential threats, this species is categorized as “Data Deficient” (DD) by
the [UCN. Studies on its taxonomy and distribution are strongly needed.
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Microtus qazvinensis 938 Jg

Qazvin Vole

A

External Features: HB 105-115 mm, T 25-27 mm, HF 17-18 mm, and E
9-10 mm. Few taxonomists believe this vole and Guenter’s vole are conspecific.
The fur is reddish brown on upper parts and grayish white on under parts.
Biological Features: There is no information on the biology of this species.
However, its behavior seems to be similar to Microtus guentheri and Microtus
irani.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Qazvin vole was first observed
in 1996 in an alfalfa field in Boein Zahra, 65 km south of Qazvin. Then, it was
reported as a new species based on skull and genetic characters.
Conservation Status: The species is newly discovered and very little
information is available on its biology, distribution, and ecology. Therefore, it is
categorized as “Data Deficient” (DD) by the IUCN Red List. More studies are
needed to confirm its taxonomic identity and distribution.
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Family: Cricetidae

g g laplasanas :aslg3la

Order: Rodentia
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Microtus paradoxus
Kopetdag Pine Vole

External Features: HB 115-135 mm, T 23-25 mm, HF 16-18 mm, E
7-8 mm, and W 25 gr. Fur color resembles the pelage of Middle East Vole
(Microtus transcaspicus) but tail is shorter and uniformly covered with light
brown and white hairs.

Biological Features: It is active at dawn and dusk in spring and summer
while diurnal in winter and early spring. This vole remains active under
snow cover in winter. Burrows are complex structures with many entrances
and exits. Nest chamber is usually located close to the ground surface but
sometimes reaches a depth of 70 cm. The colony covers an area of 5 to 12
square meters. Diet consists of green plant parts, roots, and seeds. It can also
feed on agricultural crops such as wheat, barley and corn. This vole hoards
food which sometimes weighs up to 3.5 kg, Breeding starts in middle spring
and affer a gestation period of 20 to 22 days, 5 to 7 young are born.

Habitat, Distribution, and Abundance: Paradox vole mostly inhabits
grasslands in mountainous areas from 1000 to 2500 m, asl In lowlands
(between 300 to 1000 m, asl.) it is only found along rivers and moist valleys. It
isabundant in orchards and alfalfa fields. This vole has been reported so far from
Tandoreh National Park, Shirvan, Bojnord and Gorgan in north-eastern Iran.
Conservation Status: Population reductions have been reported in few
areas. However, wide distribution and relatively high populations in suitable
habitats is the reason for categorizing the species as “Least Concern” (LC) by
the TUCN.
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