Otocolobus manul oL &S

Pallas’s Cat, Manul

External Features: HB45-62 cm, T20-31 cm, SH25-28 cmand W 2.5 -
4.5 kg Pelage coloration in this cat varies from silver-gray to red with white tipped
hairs which gives the animal a silver appearance. It has short black-banded limbs
and a short, thick and black-tipped tail. There are remarkable small black spots
on the forehead. Like the sand cat, its bullae ossae (tympanic bullae) are enlarged
for enhanced hearing, used for finding burrowing rodents. Hairs on the tail and
ventral are twice the length of those on the body and flanks, an adaptation to
cold winters. It was formerly thought that the fluffy manuls are ancestors of the
Persian cats, which is incorrect.

Biological Features: The Manul is solitary. Its preferred prey is the Afghan
pika though it also consumes hares, rodents, chukars and invertebrates, which
are usually hunted in early morning and late afternoon. It buries its scat under
soil. The species is poorly adapted for running and when threatened, freezes and
flattens itself against the ground. Mating usually takes place during winter and
gestation period lasts 66 to 75 days and 2 to 8 (usually 2 to 4) kittens are born
per litter. At 2 months age, they weigh 500 to 600 grams and resemble adults
in appearance but mature at 9-10 months. Longevity is 11.5 years in captivity.
Known predators include large eagles, red fox and domestic dogs.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The manul lives in mountain
and high rocky habitats in the Alborz ranges and arid mountains in central Iran.
Its range in Iran is mainly in the Alborz Mountains, but sporadic reports from
central and eastern provinces have also been confirmed. It seems that the manul
occurs in Jow-density in Iran.

Conservation Status: The manul is officially protected by law in Iran as
an endangered species and is categorized as “Near Threatened” (NT) by the
IUCN and cited in appendix IT of CITES. Our knowledge about the manul in
Iran is awtully poor; however, conservation of its habitats is essential.
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Felis margarita W A S
Sand Cat

o i s e

External Features: HB 39-57 cm, T 28-35 cm, SH 24-30 cmand W 1.3-34
kg, Male and female are similar in appearance with pale sandy to yellow fur over
most of the body, with pallid bars which are sometimes hardly visible, and white
on the chin and ventral. There are 2 to 3 black bands on the black tipped tail.
Two reddish lines run across the cheeks from the outer corners of the eyes. The
sand cat is distinct from other Asian cats in having long hairs growing between
their toes that create a cushion of fur under the footpads, helping to insulate
them while moving over hot and loose sand. Ears are large and widely spaced
and give the animal an enhanced sense of hearing for finding sparse prey even
under the ground. They stalk close to the ground and sometimes even jump
from this position.

Biological Features: The sand cat is well adapted to harsh sandy desert
environments. It is solitary and mainly nocturnal coming out after dusk to hunt
rodents, hares, birds, reptiles and even insects and can survive without daily
access to water. Mating takes place in winter and after a gestation period of 59
to 67 days, 2 to 4 kittens are born. The kittens weigh 40 to 80 grams at birth.
They grow rapidly and wean at 6 to 8 months of age. Sand cats become fully
independent by the end of their first year, and reach sexual maturity not long
after. They can live up to 14 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The sand cat inhabits very arid
deserts of Iran at low abundances. It has been reported only from few places in
[ran from Semnan, Esfahan, Yazd, South Khorasan and Sistan and Baluchestan
provinces.

Conservation Status: The Iran Department of Environment lists the Sand
catas ‘endangered’, JUCN categorizes it as “Near Threatened” (NT) and CITES
includes it in Appendix II. Although there are only a few reports of the speciesin
Iran, its survival does not seem to be in great danger. Shepherd dogs are the main
threat to this speciesin Iran.
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Felis silvestris

Wild Cat
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External Features: HB 50-80 cm, T 25-35 cm, SH 30-40 cm and W 3-6
kg. The wild cat has a long and bushy tail with widened tip that is usually black;
short muzzle, large eyes, large triangular shaped ears and long, slender fore and
hind feet. The body colour is variable ranging from brown to grey. Most wild cats
in Iran have well-pronounced spots on their body. The species is considered as
the ancestor of the domestic cat and can interbreed with it. The body is larger
than that of the domestic cat and has more spots.

Biological Features: Although preferring wetter areas, the species can
survive in dry deserts. It typically lives solitarily and is mostly nocturnal and
secretive. The species feeds mainly on rodents but occasionally preys on birds,
frogs, insects, poultry and rarely livestock. It breeds in winter and after a gestation
period of 58 to 62 days, give birth 2 to 4, rarely 8 kittens. Kittens weigh 80-120
grams and their eyes open after 9-11 days. They become independent at the age
of 5 to 10 months and sexually mature in 9 to 12 months. The lifespan is 11 in
the wild and up to 15 years in captivity. Known predators include larger felids,
golden eagles and domestic dogs.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The wild cat lives in forests,
mountains, steppes, deserts, hills and even in the vicinity ofhuman habitations. It
isfound in all provinces of the country, except the Hyrcanian forests of Northern
Iran.

Conservation Status: Road kills is probably the major cause of population
declines in Iran. Hybridisation with domestic cats has reduced genetic diversity
of wildcats in many parts of Iran. CITES lists it in Appendix IT and TUCN lists it
as “Least Concern” (LC). Unlike all other felid species in Iran it does not required
specific conservation measures. Since up to three subspecies of wildcat have
been reported from Iran, genetic sampling from wild specimens can provide
interesting insights on distribution of these subspecies. Most of the examined
specimens from Iran are considered as Asiatic wildcat (Es. ornata).
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Lynx lynx V9 ol

Eurasian Lynx
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External Features: HB 80 - 130 cm, T 12 - 19 cm, SH 50 - 7S cm and W
11 - 29 kg. The male and female are similar in appearance. Limbs are long with

large webbed and furred paws that enable the animal to move easily on snow:
Long hairs on the soles of the paws act as insulators and are an adaptation for
winter life. The dorsal fur is grayish-brown and dull white on the ventral. The fur
is almost always marked with black spots that sometimes appear as a band on
the waist. The tail is very short with an all-black tip. A black tuft of hair, about 4
cm long, is found on the tips of its ears.

Biological Features: The lynx is a secretive, solitary and crepuscular species.
Theterritory of each male overlaps with territories of several females. Prey consists
of small to medium-sized ungulates, specially roe deer and juveniles of red deer,
wild goat, wild sheep and wild boar. Ungulates are especially important prey in
winter, when snow elevates vulnerability to predation. In spring and summer,
Iynx mostly feeds on hares, small rodents, squirrels and birds. Mating takes place
in winter and after a gestation period of 67 to 74 days, 1 to 4 kittens are born.
Kittens weigh 250 to 430 grams and are blind at birth. Spots on the body are not
visible until 11 weeks of age. They are fully weaned at the age of 5 to 6 months
and become independent from their mothers at 10 months of age. Females first
breed at the age of 20 to 24 months whereas males start breeding at 30 months of
age. Longevity of wild lynxis up to 17 years and 25 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species inhabits mountain
and forest habitats and is distributed at low abundance in northern, northwestern
and western parts of the country in the Alborz and Zagros mountain ranges.
Conservation Status: According to the Iran Department of Environment
the lynxis an endangered species. Poaching of principal prey species and habitat
destruction are the main factors threatening the survival of the lynxin Tran. TUCN
has categorized it as “Least Concern” (LC) and CITES lists it in Appendix IL
There are limited confirmed sightings of lynx in Tran mostly coming from the
north and northwest of the country and immediate conservation planning is
required for its survival.




Panthera tigris Py
Tiger
A0S 5 ey J38205,3

External Features: Total length, 270-295 cm (males), 240-260 cm (females);
W: 170-240 kg (males), 85-135 kg (females). Largest Felid of Iran with a distinct
striped pattern with the stripes more numerous and closer set. Color of stripes
an admixture of brown or cinnamon shades. The ground colour richer, darker
red, with a tendency to turn brown. Seasonal color dimorphism prominent;
Winter coat paler than summer coat with a less distinct pattern. The fur was
long especially along the top of the neck (mane), on the cheeks (whiskers),
on the sides of the face, and along the belly and flanks. The tiger in Iran has
been assigned to the Caspian tiger subspecies Ptvirgata that includes Ptaltaica
according to new molecular data.

Biological Features: A variety of hunting patterns and tactics were used to
kil different prey: Main prey was the wild boar, however, occasionally caught roe
deer, Caspian red deer, Urial, goitered gazelle, golden jackal, jungle cat and various
domestic animals, including cattle, horse, ass, water buffalo, camel and dog
Its largely a solitary species with social relations confined to a limited period of
mating courtship and motherand cubs livingtogether for 2 or 3 years. Reported to
reproduce once every 2 to 3 years, bearing 2 to 4 cubs per litter. Gestation averages
three and a half months with no particular breeding season been documented.
During winter in the plains, during summer in the mountains.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Confinedto riparian and lowland
forests, reed-beds, wetlands and alpine forests of Alborz range up to 1800 m
asl. A common species till 18th century. Widely distributed through northern
Iran and was recorded from Khorasan-e-Razavi, North Khorasan, Golestan,
Mazandaran, Guilan and East Azarbaijan provinces and most probably was
occurred in Ardabil and West Azarbaijan provinces in older times.
Conservation Status: The Caspian tiger is ‘Extinct’” (EX) in Iran with
no decisive records in more than 50 years. Main causes of extinction include
susceptibility of its distribution pattern along watercourses, river basins, and lake
edges, clearing of the Caspian lowland forests and marshes for agricultural use,
depletion of prey base, direct persecution and poisoning and hunting,. Tiger is
protected in Iran under national legislations since 1957.
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Order: Carnivora
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Panthera leo poovy

Lion

External Features: HB 170-220 cm (males), 140-180 cm (females); T 70-
10S cm; W 160-190 kg (males), 110-120 kg (females). Generally smaller than
African lion with shorter limbs and a stockier body. Body color is light tawny,
though reddish-brown, sandy or cinnamon-gray and even black individuals
reported from Iran. Mane is scantier and does not extends on to the forehead,
though runs the length of the abdomen and flanks. Usually mane hair is
rusty-brown with an admixture of blackish and white hair. Coat thicker with a
longer tail tassel. A pronounced belly fold runs the length of belly between the
front and hind legs, which is more visible in lionesses.

Biological Features: Hunt collaboratively. Main prey was the wild boar,
however, domesticated animals like cattles, water buffaloes and dogs were
also consumed. Probably fed on Onager, Mesopotamian fallow deer and
gazzeles in older times. Highly social animals, living in units called prides, that
is smaller than those of African lion. Females give birth to 1 - 6 young after a
gestation period of about 109 day. May live up to 21 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: An inhabitant of dense reed-
beds, savanna-type bush, riparian forests (Khuzestan) and the coastal plains,
aswellas oak and pistachio-almond forests of the Zagros Mts. A very common
species till 18th century. Widespread in Iran in the far remote past, covered
a very significant part of the country throughout the western half, reaching
Tehran in the north and Makran in south east. However in last two centuries
they were confined to south west provinces of Khuzestan, Fars and Bushehr.
Conservation Status: The Asiatic lion is “Extinct” (EX) in Iran with no
decisive records in more than 70 years. The subspecies persica evaluated as
Endangered (EN) by [IUCN Red Listand isincluded in Appendix I of CITES.
It is not even mentioned in national legislations. A reintroduction program
was in place in mid-1970s in order to establish a sustainable population of
lions in Arjan National Park, 65 km west Shiraz, but abandoned afterward.
Main causes of extinction include habitat loss, poaching and persecution.
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Panthera pardus S

Leopard

prrarYr XX,

External Features: HB 110-180 cm, T 60-100 cm, SH 45-78 cm and W 35-
90kg. The leopard has alarge and muscular body, wide head and short legs with
strong paws. The fur is soft and short, light buff in color which becomes lighter
under the belly and covered with spots, or rosettes.

Biological Features: The species is active mainly from dusk to dawn. Adults
are solitary with the territories of each male overlapping those of several females.
Territories are strongly defended and marked on the boundaries by scrapes on
the ground, scratches on the trees and faeces and urine. Individuals range widely
with a collard male in Yazd province using 626 km? over 10 months. The major
prey species are wild goat and wild sheep, in addition to wild boar, different
deer species, gazelles, small mammals, birds and even insects. In times of prey
shortage, a leopard might attack domestic animals and shepherd dogs as well.
The species usually mates in February and after a gestation period of 90-106
days, 1 to 4 cubs are born; though rarely more than 2 cubs are raised successtully.
Cubs remain with their mother until they are 12 to 18 months old and remain
together for several months afterwards. Longevity is 14 to 19 years in the wild
and 23 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The leopard is a very adaptable
species and inhabits diverse habitats over much of the country between 200 to

4000 meters a.sl such as mountains, steppes, forests and deserts. Since, extensive
usage of camera traps in recent years, new evidence on leopard has been found
in unknown areas (eg. Naybandan Wildlife Refuge in Yazd, and Bashagard in
Hormozgan province). Although, the species has a wide distribution in Iran, but
ithasalowabundance. In Bamu National Park, sixadult leopards were identified
and a density of 1.87 leopards in 100 km® was estimated.

Conservation Status: According to the Iran Department of Environment
the leopard is classified as a protected species. Poaching leopards and its prey
species, poisoning, trapping and road kills are major causes of its population
decline in Tran. TUCN lists it as “Vulnerable” (VU) and CITES includes it in
Appendix II. The Persian subspecies (Ppsaxicolor) is listed as “Endangered”
(EN) by the IUCN. Conservation effort needs to be focused on leopards
outside of protected areas where natural prey species are limited.
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Herpestes edwardsii Sy Sas

Indian Grey Mongoose

External Features: BL 32 to 48 cm, TL 30 to 45 cm, FL 6.5 to 8 cm, EL 1.5
t0 2.5 cmand W 1.4 to 2 kg. Males are larger than females. The body is long and
slender with a long tail covered with coarse hairs, ears are round and small, fore
and hind limbs are short with long non-retractable and strong claws, the snout
is elongated and pointed and the eyes are small. The body is covered with long
and dense hairs which are light brown to red fawn on the back and lighter on
the belly. The color of the tail is similar to the body and has a dark reddish tip.
Biological Features: The species usually lives alone or in pairs. Burrows can
be found in a large range of setting from rocks and tree crevices to holes in the
walls of ruined buildings. Family members usually dig their burrows close to
each other. They rest in the burrow at night and start their activity during the
day. Food is diverse, consisting of rodents, snakes, lizards, amphibians, birds,
bird eggs, insects and even plant matter such as fruits. They are noted for killing
snakes; protected by their long and dense hairs against snake bites. The Indian
Grey Mongoose plays an important role in controlling agricultural pests such
asrodents. It can produce 3 litters per year. After a gestation period of 60 to 65
days, 2 to 4 young are born. The animals can live up to 11 years in captivity.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species inhabits grasslands
and sparse woodlands of southern Iran extending north to Esfahan. Sometimes
itis found in mountainous areas. Usually it is found in gardens and groves close
to villages. Itis found in good numbers in southern Iran.

Conservation Status: The species is categorized as “Least Concern’(LC)
by the IUCN and listed in Appendix III of CITES. Few studies have been
carried out on this species and an evaluation of its situation is needed.
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Herpestes javanicus
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Small Indian Mongoose
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External Features: HB 22-46 cm, T 22-29 cm, HF 44-52 cm, E 2-2.5 cm
and W 0.3-1 kg. Males and females are similar in appearance, but the male is
somewhat bigger with a wider head. Morphologically it is similar to the Indian
Grey Mongoose but can be distinguished from the latter species by its smaller
size and less dense hair. The head is elongated, ears are short, body is slender and
legs are short. It is plantigrade with 5 toes on both front and hind legs. The soles
of the front and hind feet are naked and dark in color. The color of the body and
tail is grayish- brown spotted with small golden or olive dots. The fur under the
chin and throat is creamy-buff. The eyes are relatively small and there is a brown
ocular ring.

Biological Features: The Small Indian Mongoose is solitary and is diurnal.
It can jump one meter high and is able to climb trees. It is an omnivore but over
80% ofits diet consists of animals, especially insects. It will also consume small
rodents, birds, bird eggs and chicks, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and fruits
like dates. After a gestation periods of 7 weeks, 2 to 4 blind young are born which
weigh about 21 gr. They are covered with soft, light grey hairs. Young are born
before summer and their eyes open after 17 days. They become adult at 1 year of
age and can live about 8 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: the species inhabits shrub lands,
reed beds around wetlands, palm groves and orchards in tropical areas. It is found
in high numbers in the Hawr Al Azim wetland, in the southwest of Iran.
Conservation Status: The Small Indian Mongoose has no natural enemies
and its populations face no serious threat due to diversity of its prey and lack of
hunting. IUCN enlists it as “Least Concern” (LC) due to wide distribution and
no observed decline in populations. More research work needs to be done to
determine its range in Iran.
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Hyaena hyaena Sles
Striped Hyena
S 1 g B ey 336355 (M 1 koS 5

External Features: HB 112-184 cm, T 25-47 cm, SH 60-94 cm, and W 25-
55 kg, Males and females are similar. The head and jaws are large with strong
teeth that can crush the femur of a donkey. The ears are long and narrow with
bluntly pointed tips. The neck is bent downwards, the forelimbs are longer and
stronger than the hind limbs, and the tail is medium in length and covered with
long hair. A dense, tall mane extends from the back of the head to the beginning
of the tail. The mane can be erected when the animal is in threatening position
or in conflict and gives it a larger appearance. The pelage is creamy white to
gray with black or dark brown stripes. The snout and around the eyes are black
and there is a black patch on the throat. The hair on the back is long, dense and
gray in color in winter. The animal is digitigrade with 4 toes on the front and
hind legs. The animal moves the front and hind limb of each side of the body
simultaneously while walking.

Biological Features: The Striped Hyena is generally solitary and nocturnal.
It begins to be active after sunset and returns to underground burrows, natural
caves or man-made crevices, by sunrise. Females may form social groups with
litters of previous years to help raise new cubs. Remains of bones, horns, and
hair, brought by animal are characteristic of hyena dens that may have several
entrances. Hyenas mainly feed on old carcasses but will also eat bird eggs,
tortoises, rodents, small reptiles, insects, and fruits. With the help of its acute
sense of smell it can detect decaying carcasses from several kilometers. Breeding
takes place throughout the year. After a gestation period 0f 90 to 92 days, 1 to S
(normally 2 to 3) young are born weighing 700 gr. After S to 8 days their eyes
open and nursing continues for 2.5 to 3 months. Cubs reach maturity at 2 to 3
years of age. The Striped Hyena can live up to 24 years in captivity. It is a quiet
animal and is seldom vocal. When threatened it snarls and growls.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: the Striped Hyena is found in
low numbers in different habitats such as deserts, steppes, and mountainous
areas throughout the country, except for the north and northwestern parts
of Iran. Recently, it has been reported from the northern parts of Golestan
National Park.

Conservation Status: The speciesislisted as “Near Threatened” (NT) by the
IUCN. Every year many hyenas are shot or poisoned by local hunters or killed
on the roads. Their conservation should include public education programs
especially in rural communities.
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Eurasian Otter
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External Features: HB 60-90 cm, T 35-55 cm, HF 9-13 cm, E2 -3 cm, SH 30
cm, and W 5-17 kg Males are larger than females. The body is long, slender and
sinuous. The head is flattened with a short, blunt muzzle; the neck is ill defined.
The vibrissae are long and sensitive, helping the animal locate prey. The eyes are
smalland ears low and inconspicuous, scarcely projecting above the fur. The tailis
thickened and muscular at the base, tapering sharply to the tip. The limbs are very
short with broad feet and extensive interdigital webs that together with the tail
enable strong swimming, The hair is soft and dense ranging in color from brown
to grayish brown on the body and white under the chin and throat. These animals
are called “water dog” or “water sable” in Farsi in some areas of the country.
Biological Features: The Eurasian otter is a semiaquatic mammal well
adapted for life in both water and on land. Secretive which lives alone or in groups
(mother with cubs) and usually hunts for prey in early morning or at night and
spends the day in the holt- usually a burrow or hollow tree on the riverbank that
can sometimes only be entered from underwater. It is a territorial species which
defends its linear territory. The Eurasian otters diet consists of crustaceans,
invertebrates, insects, amphibians, birds, mammals, though the main diet is fish.
Aquatic prey is captured by pursuing it under water. Bigger prey is sometimes
brought to the bank for consumption. Otters usually stay close to water but
during dispersal might be seen in terrestrial habitats away from water. Males and
females will breed at any time of the year; however, breeding in winter is more
common. Gestation period is 61 to 63 days after which 1 to S (usually 2 to 3)
pups are born. Pups stay in the holt for 8 weeks and remain dependent on their
mother for about 12 months. Male otters become sexually mature at 18 and
female at 24 months. Longevity is over 20 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes aquatic
environments such as rivers, wetlands, and lakes in northern and western
provinces of the country.

Conservation Status: [UCN Red List categorizes it as “Near Threatened”
(NT) and CITES lists it in Appendix L. Serious threats are water pollution,
habitat loss, poaching to collect fur and intensive killing by owners of fish farms.
Conservation actions in Iran include preventing illegal hunting, working with
local fishing communities and conservation and restoration of habitats.
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Lutrogale perspicillata Cd K

Smooth-coated Otter

—

External Features: HB 62-79 cm, T 40-50 cm, HF 13-15 cm,and W 7-11
kg. Morphologically very similar to the common otter, but smaller sized, with
darker and smoother fur. The tail is thick and conical with the terminal half
more flattened and tapered compared to the cylindrical tail of the common
otter. The furis dark chocolate brown with a gray throat and somewhat lighter
under parts. Western populations (Iran and Iraq) are darker than eastern
populations (Pakistan to Southeast Asia) and thus sometimes called the
“black otter”.

Biological Features: A diurnal and social animal. Group size changes in
different months and seasons. Main prey is fish but also include amphibians
and, invertebrates such as crabs and insects. Mating is seasonal. Gestation 60-
63 days and litter size 1-S. Lifespan is up to 20 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Smooth-coated ottersare found
in rivers, wetlands, and estuaries. So far one specimen and two skins have
been collected from the Hawr Al Azim wetland with additional unconfirmed
reports from the Shadegan wetland and Arvand River.

Conservation Status: The smoothed-coated otter is listed as “Vulnerable”
(VU) by the IUCN and is cited in Appendix II of CITES. A study on its

distribution, ecology, and threatening factors in Iran is urgently needed.
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Stone Marten
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External Features: HB 40-54 cm, T 22-30 cm, HF 8-9 cm, E 3-5 cm, and
W 1.1-2.3 kg. The stone marten is a cat-size mustelid with fur ranging in color
from dark brown to pale grayish brown. There is a wide white patch that starts
from the chin and continues under the neck to the throat and then forks down
and continues towards the forelimbs. Dorsal fur in young animals is covered
with grey hairs. The stone marten has a slender body with along and bushy tail
and naked feet. The tail is longer and the pelt coarser than their close relative
the pine marten, Martes martes. When the animal runs, the hind feet land in
the same spot as the front feet.

Biological Features: The stone marten is primarily solitary, with the
exception of mothers with young. It is territorial, scent marking the territory
boundaries. It is a nocturnal species, except during the mating season when
they can frequently be seen during the day. Stone martens are agile, very
active, and can easily climb trees. The species is omnivorous preying on small
mammals, insects, small birds, and bird eggs. Variety of plant matter, especially
fruits, is a major part of the summer diet. When food is scare it will feed on
carrion. Mating takes place in midsummer, but implantation does not occur
until 230 to 275 days later, and one month after implantation, 1 to 8 (usually
3 to4) blind and hairless young are born. Maximum life span in the wild is 10
years but in captivity this species might live up to 18 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Stone martens prefer open
deciduous forest and rock outcroppings in mountainous habitats. They can
be found at elevations up to 4000 m during summer months. They are found
in all mountainous parts of the country and avoid plains and desert areas.
Conservation Status: The species is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC)
by IUCN and listed in Appendix III of CITES. Many are killed by cars every
year. Information on the species is scant, therefore, studies on population
status in different habitats is highly needed.
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Martes martes

Pine Marten
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External Features: HB42-52.cm, T'16-28 cm,HF 8-9cm,SH 15 cm,and W
0.5-2 kg. Males are slightly larger than females. The furis usually dark brown with
soft dense hairs that grow longer and silkier during winter months. Complete
molt occurs only once a year. The tail is long and bushy and ears are large and
triangular in shape. The pine marten is larger than the stone marten and marked
with a large creamy orange throat patch. Martens are the only mustelids with
semi-retractable claws that enable them to climb trees with skill. They are also
quick runners on the ground.

Biological Features: The pine marten is usually solitary and mostly active
during dusk and at night. For most of the year the diet consist of small mammals
but seasonally can include frogs, birds, eggs, chicks, insects, fruits, and honey. A
nest is built under bushes or in tree holes. The species is territorial and scent-
marks the boundaries of its territory. Mating and fertilization take place in
summer followed by a period of delayed implantation that lasts 165 to 210 days.
Parturition occurs in spring, one month after implantation, producing lto6
young (usually 3). At birth, young weigh about 30 gr. They may begin dispersing
after 6 month. Longevityis 5 years in the wild, while in captivity; the pine marten
can live up to 18 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Their habitat preference is for
well-wooded areas, often preferring old growth forests though they can be
found in shrub lands and grasslands. The species has been reported from the
forested mountains of Gorgan and Golestan national park in Golestan and
Fouman and Kheyroud forest in Guilan provinces. There are also some reports
from the mountainous areas south of Tonekabon. It is most probable that the
species inhabits all undisturbed Hyrcanian forests of northern Iran.
Conservation Status: The species s categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by
IUCN andlisted in Appendix Il of CITES. Information on the species is scantin
Iran, therefore, a study on its distribution and population status is essential.
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Least Weasel

L0355 1031y 3lo g 0 83,5 ¢ Sl o 315 15,3

1 AL se

External Features: HB 14-43 cm, T 3-13 cm, HF 2.5-3.5 cm, E 1-1.5 cm
and W 35-160 gr. The least weasel is the smallest carnivore in Iran with a long,
slender body, along neck, narrow head and short limbs. It has large black eyes
and large, round ears. It is plantigrade with S toes with sharp claws. Fur color
is chocolate brown to light brown on the back and white with brown spots on
the ventral. The fur on the back becomes lighter, and even sometimes white, in
colder parts of western and northwestern Iran during winter.

Biological Features: Males and females live apart except during the
breeding season. The home range of one male encompasses multiple female
ranges. Least weasels are very active, both day and night. They can easily climb
trees and swim. Diet consists of small mammals, bird eggs and chicks, reptiles,
amphibians, insects and small domestic animals such as hen, rooster and
pigeons. They watch the movement of their prey carefully before attacking,
killing it with a bite to the neck. Breeding can occur throughout the year, but
most commonly in spring and summer. Males fight over females for mating
access. When food is abundant, females may breed more than once a year.
Gestation lasts 34 to 37 days after which 4 to 7, sometimes 10, naked and
blind kits are born weighing 1 to 2.3 gr. They gain a coat of downy white fur at
the age of 4 days. Open their eyes after 26 to 30 days and nurse up to 60 days.
They become independent and mature at the age of 3 to 4 months. Longevity
in the wild is 3 years but they can live up to 10 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Least weasels can survive in a
wide variety of habitats, including open forests, farmlands, meadows, prairies,
steppes, and semi-deserts. They are mainly distributed in the northern and
western parts of the country in relatively good numbers.

Conservation Status: the species is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC)
byIUCN andlisted in Appendix Il of CITES. Many are killed each year bylocal
people because of the damage that they cause to poultry. Available information
on the species is scant, thus, studies on distribution and population status in
different habitats are needed.
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Vormela peregusna
Marbled Polecat
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External Features: HB 29-38 cm, T 15-22 cm, HF 3-4.5 cm, E 1.7-2.7 cm,
and W 400-700 gr. Males are larger than females. The muzzle is short and ears
are noticeably large with white margins. The tail islong, limbs are short, and claws
are long and strong. The fur is short on the body but longer on the tail. Black
and white mark the face, with a black stripe across the eyes and white markings
around the mouth. The pelage is dark brown on the dorsal, ventral, and on limbs
and back of body and the neck mottled with irregular yellowish or cream spots
and bands. The tail is dark brown with yellowish band in the mid-region.

Biological Features: The marbled polecat is solitary and secretive which is
mainly active in early morning and evenings. It moves extensively through its

home range and is usually very aggressive towards conspecifics. When alarmed,
marbled polecatsrise up on theirlegs. Their eyesightis weak and the species relies
mainly on their well-developed sense of smell. Marbled polecats dig with their
forelegs while pushing out the dirt with their chin and hind legs. They will use
their teeth to pull out obstacles such as roots. They mainly feed on rodents and
birds, eggs, reptiles, frogs, insects as well as grass and fruit. Sometimes, they use
rodent burrows. Delayed implantation allows birth of cubs to be synchronized
with favorable conditions, such as when preyis abundant. Litter size ranges from
4 to 8 cubs and only females care for the young, Cubs open their eyes at around
38-40 days, are weaned after 50-54 days, and leave their mother at 61-68 days.
Females sexually mature at 3 months, males typically after first year. Life span is
9 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Marbled polecats are found in
open desert, semi-desert,and steppe areas and avoid mountainous regions. They
have been also sighted in cultivated lands. These animals have been reported in
northern, western, and also some parts of eastern Iran.

Conservation Status: The species is classified as “Vulnerable’(VU) by
IUCN and listed in Appendix II of CITES. Little information is available on its
status and distribution in Iran which necessitates more studies on the animal.

Caspian Sea
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Eurasian Badger
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External Features: HB 56-90 cm, T 15-20 cm, HF 9-11 cm, E 3-5.5 ecm, SH
30 cm, and W 10-16 kg, The Eurasian badger is powerfully built with a small
head, short and thick tail, narrow snout, small but quite visible ears, short neck,
and short strong limbs. The bottoms of the feet are covered with soft hairs. The
claws on the forelimbs are strong, elongated and have an obtuse end, which

assists in digging. The fur on the back and flanks is long and coarse, generally
silvery-gray in color. The belly and legs are black. Two black bands pass along
the head, starting from the upper lip and passing upwards to the base of the
ears. A wide white band extends between the two dark bands, from the nose tip
through the forehead and crown.

Biological Features: Eurasian badgers live in social groups, or clans, of 4 to
12 adult individuals. Clans often consist of a dominant male, a dominant female,
and their offspring. The dominant pair are generally the only individuals that
successfully produce cubs, although all or most of the females often mate with
the dominant male. They are secretive and nocturnal but sometimes get out of
their sett for sunbathe or hunt during the day. Badgers inhabit setts, or systems
of interlocking tunnels with nest chambers, toilets, and several entrances, that
are inhabited for generations and continuously expanded. Sett chambers
are frequently lined with grass, straw, leaves, or mosses and are well suited for
hibernation. Badgers eat an extremely wide variety of foods including insects,
other invertebrates, small mammals and reptiles, fruits and other plant matter,
and carrion. Earthworms constitute the main prey items in many populations.
They usually walk calmly except when in danger or threatened they can run fast.
Badgers are able to stand and defend themselves fiercely with their strong teeth
and claws. After mating, delayed implantation might occur for 3 to 10 month.
Seven weeks after implantation 2 to 6 cubs are born. Their eyes open after one
month and begin weaning at 2.5 month. Many badgers, especially females, never
leave their family group. Longevity is 14 years in the wild and up to 16 years in
captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Lives in forest, mountain, shrub
land, steppes and semi-desert and also in farmland and agricultural fields and is
relatively rare.

Conservation Status: This species is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC)
by the IUCN. Few studies have been carried out on this carnivore in Iran and
studies on its conditions in different habitats are required.
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Mellivora capensis ylga Jums (55 y65) S,
Honey Badger (Ratel)

External Features: HB 55-80 cm, T 16-23 cm, SH 23-28 cm,and W 5.5-14
kg. Males are larger than females. The most distinguishing characteristic of the
species is that contrary to other animals, the upper side of the body is lighter
than lower. The body is black except for a large white band that covers the upper
body; beginning at the top of the heads and extending to the base of the tails. The
color of the upper band becomes darker with age. The hair is coarse and longer
on hind legs and tail. Honey badgers are well adapted to their digging life style
and have a powerful, stocky build, with no external ears. Fore claws may reach
40 mm in length.

Biological Features: Although mostly solitary, the honey badger may live
in small groups of up to 3 individuals. It is a very secretive animal that actively
moves throughout its home range at night. As suggested by their common and
scientific names, honey badgers have always been associated with bees. These
animals in Africa are symbiotic with honey-guide birds (Prodotiscus spp.) that,
unable to obtain honey by itself guides the badger to the bee nest by singing. The
badger is attracted to the song, locates the hive and breaks the hive open with
its paws and disperses the bees allowing both badger and bird to feed on honey:
The honey badger is omnivorous, feeding on reptiles, rodents, birds, and insects
as well as, occasionally, on carrion, fruits, roots, and plant seeds. There may be
delayed implantation and after a gestation period of 6-8 weeks 1, and rarely 2,
cubs are born. They live 5 to 8 years in the wild and about 18 years in captivity.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The honey badger inhabits a
variety of temperate deciduous forests and grasslands and avoids extremely dry,
warm and dense areas. It is reported from south west Iran up to Yazd province
and also parts of Golestan province.

Conservation Status: The species is categorized as “Least Concern”(LC) by
TUCN and listed in Appendix IIT of CITES. Scant information is available on
this species in Iran therefore, studies on its distribution range and population
status are needed.



Pusa caspica IS4

Caspian Seal

External Features: BLis about 140-150 cm and W 50-70 kg, Itis the smallest
sealin the world and is the only mammal inhabiting the Caspian Sea. The body s
torpedo shape, the eyes are relatively large and the ears very small. The whiskers
are thick and long and there are S fingers contained within the fore and rear
flippers. The body is covered with short hairs (which change color with season
and age) and faint spots on the upper parts of the body. With increasing age, as
the color of the body becomes whiter, these spots become more numerous and
darker. Caspian seals aren't quick on land but are fast swimmers with the help of
their rear flippers. It can stay underwater for 15 to 30 minutes before surfacing
to breathe.

Biological Features: Males and females live together in mixed-sex groups
and migrate regularly driven by changes in water temperature. They spend
summers in the southern parts of the Caspian Sea along the Iranian coastlines
and in autumn migrate to the northern waters of the Russian coast. Their prey
consists of small fish and mollusks. Caspian seals are dependent for reproduction
on winter ice, which covers the shallow northern Caspian Sea between January
and March. One or two pups are born after a gestation period of 11 months

inside dens created by their mother inside the ice. Pups are protected from the

cold by a white lanugo coat and weigh between 2.5 and 3 kg, They are nursed
on milk with a high fat content (12%) for about one month to gain weight and
develop blubber. Both sexes become sexually mature at around 6 years of age.

Wolves (Canis lupus) and sea eagles (Haliaeetus spp.) prey on pups.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species lives at low densities

only in the Caspian Sea and its associated rivers.

Conservation Status: The species is considered “Protected” by the Iran
Department of Environment. Unfortunately, every year many seals are entangled
in fishing nets and killed. The Iranian commercial fishery is likely responsible for
deaths of an estimated 500 seals annually. Water pollution is another factor that
reduces population of this carnivore. The Caspian seal has suffered from a 90%

decline in its numbers in the last century. It is categorized as “Endangered” (EN)

by the IUCN. Information on the species s scant and its conservation, especially
in areas where industrial fishing is operating, is urgent.
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Ursus arctos

SoRS v
Brown Bear
303k g 1835 l ish 1 S 5 <l 18,5
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External Features: HB 140-250 cm, T 6-14 cm, SH 90-110 cm, and W 100-
250 kg, This is the largest carnivore in Iran. Male and female are similar but the
male is conspicuously larger and heavier. The head is large, ears are small and
round, eyes are small and the tail is very short. The body is covered with a dense
fur that is usually brown and sometimes darker or lighter. Cubs are dark brown
in color and sometimes have a lighter spot, like the black bear, on the chest. It is
plantigrade, with 5 toes with long and strong nails on fore and hind feet.
Biological Features: This speciesis solitary but cubs accompany their mother
for up to 3 years. It is mainly nocturnal but can be also observed during the day.
As it gets colder in winter and food resources become less abundant, the brown
bear hibernates in a cave. Its sense of sight is very poor compared with its sense
of smell. It is an omnivorous animal but plant matter comprises a major part of
its diets though it also feeds on fish, small and big vertebrates, insects, carrion,
domestic animals and garbage. It is polygamous and copulation takes place in
early summer. The gestation period is prolonged by delayed implantation and
lasts for 6 to 7, and sometimes 9, months. Usually 1 to 3 cubs, rarely up to 6, are
born during winter hibernation, weighing 300 to 500 grams. Newborn cubs are
very immature and after three months of suckling their weight reaches 15 kg,
Young depend on their mother for 2 to 3 years and become adultat the age of 4 to
S.Longevity in nature is 25 to 30 years but it can live up to 47 years in captivity.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The brown bear lives in forested
and mountainous habitats. It is distributed in most mountainous forested areas
of Alborz, Zagros, Hyrcanian and Arasbaran and it is relatively rare throughout
its range.

Conservation Status: The species is classified as a “Protected” by Dok,
“Least Concern” by the [IUCN and cited in Appendix I of CITES. Conflict over
killing of domestic animals and destruction of farm and orchard crops leads to
persecution and poaching of brown bears in Iran. Contflict reduction between
human and brown bears in Iran needs more studies and practical actions.
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Asiatic Black Bear
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External Features: HB 110-190 cm, T 7-10 cm, SH 70-100 cm,5V  40-
140 d  60-200 kg, This bear is smaller than the brown bear. The head is large,
eyes are small and tail very short. The ears are rather large, rounded and wide-

set. The body is covered with dense and shiny black fur and there is a white or
cream V-shaped mark on the chest. A rare brown phase is sometimes observed.
The species is plantigrade with 5 toes on both fore and hind feet. Long and
sharp claws enable the black bear to climb trees.

Biological Features: This species is solitary and appears non-territorial. It is
mainly nocturnal and uses caves, holes and crevices under rocks as dens. Itis very
good tree climber. It is omnivorous but mainly feeds on plant matter, particularly
wild fruits (Pistachio, Olive, Mazari palm and Ziziphus spp), cultivated fruit (Date
palm) and other plant materials such as grasses and Buds. It will feed on insects,
especially wasps, small mammals and carrion and will attack livestock during
periods of food scarcity. Home ranges overlap extensively, but females and young
males avoid productive areas favored by adult males. Hibernation of this species
in Iran needs to be studied, because bears are not observed during winter in some
areas but are active in others. Mating takes place in late spring and early summer
and as with the brown bear, delayed implantation is observed. Gestationis 6 to 7
month in captivity. Usually 1 to 3 cubs are born in winter which are weaned up
to 1.5 month after they leave the den. They stay with their mother for two years
and then become independent. Females can reproduce when they are 3 years old.
Lifespan is 36 years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: This species is found in arid
mountainous areas mainly covered with open forests and scattered woodlands
such as pistachio, olive, amygdales, Mazari palm and Ziziphus. It is found in
southeastern Iran in Kerman, Hormozgan and Sistan and Baluchestan provinces
in low numbers. Iran contains the westernmost global population of the Asiatic
black bear.

Conservation Status: DoE considers this species as “Endangered” because
of poaching and trapping of cubs that have drastically reduced numbers in
Iran. The species is categorized as “Vulnerable” but the Baluchistan subspecies,
distributed in Iran and Pakistan, is listed as “Critically Endangered” by TUCN. It
is cited in Appendix I of CITES. Information on this species is scant and serious
conservation planning and action is needed.
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