Microtus schelkovnikovi ~ 3gSwdeShad JKia Jg

Schelkovnikov’s Pine Vole

-

External Features: HB 90-110 mm, T 18-30 mm, HF 14-16 mm, E 8-10
mm, and W 20-30 gr. Body is small with short muzzle and eyes are tiny. Ears
are small and usually concealed in the fur. Distinctly bicoloured tail is very
short, exceeding a maximum of 1/3 of the HB. The fur on the back is short
and soft; dark grayish brown in color whereas the fur on abdominal parts is
grey. There is no demarcation line between the fur of upper and lower parts.
Biological Features: Schelkonikov’s vole is a social animal with semi-
subterranean life. Diet consists of vegetative matters, especially roots and
underground plant parts. The burrow system is equipped with several
complex tunnels at depths of up to 25 cm, under fallen leaves in forests and
nest chamber has 2 to 6 entrances. Breeding starts in March and litter consists
of I to 4 young,

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: The species inhabits moist
foothill deciduous forests from 600 to 1000 m,, a.sl. It is dependent on forest
ecosystem especially the places rich in Ironwood (Parrotia persica), Chestnut-
leaved Oak (Quercus castaneifolia) and Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) and is
never observed outside forest. This vole is so far reported from mountainous
areas of Tunekabon township (south of Khorram Abad village), Assalem,
near Hashtpar, Weyser, south of Nowshar and Dasht Lateh, near Pol-e-Sefid.
Conservation Status: The species is categorized as “Near Threatened”
(NT) by IUCN due to restricted geographic range (less than 20,000 square
km) and forest habitat loss.
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Microtus majori

Major’s Pine Vole

-

External Features: HB 80-112 mm, T 30-49 mm, HF 14-18 mm, E 9-12
mm, and W 20-29 gr. This species has a small body and long tail (tail is 40% of
head-bodylength). Fur on the dorsal partsis grayish brown and grey on ventral
parts. The color of the upperparts of the hands and feet are dirty white.
Biological Features: Burrowing is less common in this species compared
to other voles. Diet consists of green plants in summer and beech seeds and
oak acorns in fall. It sometimes damages roots of young oaks.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It lives in mixed forests,
woodlands, under rocks covered with mosses, and along river banks. In
Caucasus and southern Caucasus it is found from 500 m to 1400 m, a.sl.
Habitat in southern Caucasus includes deciduous forests, especially open
areas in the forest. It has been reported so far from Iranian border areas with
Armenia and Azerbaijan in north-western Iran.

Conservation Status: Major’s pine vole has abundant populations and
high potential for adaptability to live in different habitats. Therefore, it is
categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN. Lack of information
about the species in Iran justifies more studies on this species.




Cricetulus migratorius (y>Weo) gy yRa3dmmS

Grey Dwarf Hamster

-

External Features: HB 85-115 mm, T 20-35 mm, HF 14-19 mm, E 15-20
mm and W 35 gr. Body size is small. This hamster has a wide face and pointed
muzzle. It resembles a vole but ears and eyes are bigger. Fur is gray on the back
and white underneath. The boundary between upper and lower fur is marked.
Tail is very short; about quarter of body length and is covered by cream-color
hairs. However, the tail does terminate with a tuft. Ears are long and if folded
forward would reach the eyes. Pinna is gray and ellipsoid in shape with short
and thin hairs grow on outer surface.

Biological Features: This hamster is nocturnal but sometimes is seen
during the day. It is solitary and builds its burrow under the ground. The
burrow is equipped with several exits and chambers for food storage and
parturition. It hibernates in cold climates. Their diet consists of plant materials
and insects. Food is carried to the underground storage chambers in cheek
pouch. During a year 3 to 4 litters are produced. Gestation lasts 17 to 22 days
and 2 to 11 naked young with closed eyes are born in each litter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Lives in different habitats as
mountainous and rocky areas, grasslands, agricultural fields, orchards, forested
areas, steppes, semi-desert and sometimes in human dwellings. The species
has been reported from many areas in Iran with the exception of deserts and
coastal areas in the Persian Gulfand Oman Sea.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN due to wide distribution and facing no serious threat.
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Mesocricetus brandti (_oMb) €l p yRddumaS

Brandt’s Hamster

o'’ 5%

External Features: HB 150-180 mm, T 12-20 mm, HF 18-23 mm, E 19
mm and W 90-120 gr. It has a relatively large and wide body (females are
somewhat larger than males). There is a large cheek pouch that continues
from mouth to shoulder of the animal. Head is wide, muzzle is short, eyes
small and ears are relatively large. Color of the upper hide is light brown with
ashade of golden yellow and lower hide, from under the cheek to near tail, is
gray. There is a large black spot on lower neck. The boundary between upper
and lower parts is not demarcated. Tail is very short and as long as hind limb.
Fore and hind limbs are short with bare soles.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal but sometimes observed during day.
Brandts hamster lives solitarily. Digs burrow 2 m deep, and 10 m long in hard
soils and covers its surface with dried vegetation. It hibernates but due to
lack of fat deposits in the body sometimes gets up to feed from stored food.
During hibernation heart beat drops from 400 to less than 4 per minute. It is
omnivorous but feeds mainly on seeds, grains and green parts of plants and
occasionally takes insects. Large amount of food is carried in cheek pouch to
the nest. Breeds 2 to 5 times per year and after a gestation period of 16 days 2 to
16 young are born per litter. Longevity is 2 to 3 years and easily domesticated.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Hilly steppes, agricultural fields
and orchards are habitat for the species. It has been reported from Qazvin,
Zanjan, Hamedan, Kordestan, Kermanshah, Ardabil, East Azarbijan and West
Azarbaijan provinces. It is not an abundant species.

Conservation Status: Population has declined 20 percent in last 10 years
due to destruction of their steppe habitats; therefore, it is categorized as “Near
Threatened” (NT) by the IUCN. It is a rare species and more information is
needed on its populations.
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External Features: HB 80-118 mm, T 122-151 mm, HF 28-32 mm,
and EL 13-17 mm. Dorsal cinnamon mixed with black and ventral white,
demarcation line prominent. Pinnae buff with black margin. Tail buff-pink
below and cinnamon above, ending in grey tail tuft.

Biological Features: Swarthy Gerbil is a nocturnal and gregarious rodent.
Not much is known about this species.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: It is found in temperate
forests and grasslands near water sources. Recorded 60 km south of Kerman.
Considering its distribution range in Afghanistan and Pakistan, it is probably
distributed more widely in eastern Iran. There is no information available on
the population abundance of this species.

Conservation Status: Though little is known about this species, it is
categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the [IUCN, mainly due to availability
of suitable habitats not in risk of destruction and probability of having larger
populations. Distribution is limited in Iran, and research on its biology and
ecology is needed.

Gerbillus aquilus
Swarthy Gerbil
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Gerbillus cheesmani (Jdaly) cyo jua Jut o>

Cheesman’s Gerbil

External Features: HB 89-106 mm, T 109-143 mm, HF 26-31 mm, E 13-
17 mm and, W 17-30 gr. It is very similar to Baluchistan gerbil. The pelage is
long, soft and dense. The general dorsal coloration is bright brown mixed with
russet; the whole ventral surface is pure white. The line of demarcation along
the flanks is quite distinct. Tail is longer than head-body length and completely
covered with hair. There are longer hairs on terminal part of the tail which form
a small tuft. Eyes are big and pinna is relatively large. The limbs are long and
slender. The soles are covered with short white hair.

Biological Features: This is a nocturnal gerbil but is sometimes observed
during the day: Itis a solitary animal. The burrow system has a complex structure
with 3 to 4 openings. The depth of the nest chamberis 125 cm below the surface.
The species is observed form sea level to 1250 m, asl. It tolerates temperatures
from 15 to 33 degree Celsius. There is scant information on its reproduction.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat consists of moving
sand dunes and areas covered with Haloxylon in steppes and deserts of Sistan
and Baluchestan, Kerman and Khuzestan provinces. There is no information
available on the population abundance of this species.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
JUCN.

Caspian Sea




Gerbillus mesopotamiae Oyl Juty>

Mesopotamian Gerbil

0 #

External Features: HB 75-90 mm, T 85-121 mm, HF 21-25 mm, and E
11-16 mm. Tail is relatively thick and there is no terminal tuft. It is larger than
Baluchistan gerbil and has grey ears. The hind feet are robust and rather wide;
the soles are entirely naked. The Dorsal fur is grayish-brown and sometimes
russet brown. The ventral is pure white; the line of demarcation along flanks
is very distinct. In addition to a white patch that occurs above and behind the
eyes, a black distinct patch is observed below the eyes that extend to the base
of the ears and partly to cheeks.

Biological Features: Mesopotamian gerbil is gregarious and nocturnal;
showing more activity at dusk and dawn. Contrary to other gerbils, it is less
adapted to life in deserts and exhibits marked degree of water dependence.
It builds burrows on small sandy or gravel hills. Burrows usually have 1 to
narrow openings. Main nest lies in the deepest part of the burrow and is lined
with soft plant material. This gerbil can breed throughout the year and after
a gestation period of 20 to 22 days, 2 to 8, on the average S, young are born.
Young are born naked and helpless; the eyes open after 16 days and weaning
commences at 24 days. The principal predators are domestic cats, jackals and
the Small Indian Mongoose.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Lives in brush lands along
rivers and also in agricultural lands around Dez, Karkheh and Karoon rivers
in Khuzestan Province. There is no information available on the population
abundance of this species.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN due to wide distributions and appropriate populations. However,
agriculture is developing in its habitats. So, some studies on the species are
needed.
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Family: Muridae

logbo.s 03103l

Order: Rodentia
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Gerbillus nanus
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Baluchistan Gerbil

External Features: HB 70-90 mm, T 108-125 mm, HF 19-22 mm, E 11-
13 mm, and W 10-15 gr. It has a small size as the house mouse. Tail is long
(1.5 times of the head-body length) and well covered with hair throughout its
length and ends with a small tuft. The body fur is long, soft and dense. Eyes are
large and muzzle is narrow. Moustaches are well grown and black and white
in color. There are S toes in each foot with naked soles. The color of the upper
parts of the body is light brown with a shadow of gray and the face is covered
with lighter fur. A white crescentic area is present above the eye and base of the
ear. The fur of the under parts, from cheeks to tail, is pure white. The boundary
between upper and lower parts on the flanks is quite demarcated.
Biological Features: Baluchistan gerbil is nocturnal and feeds on
gramineous plants, seeds and buds that provide it with the necessary water. Digs
complex burrows (more than1.5 m long) under a bush. It breeds in winter and
early spring and 2 to 5 young are born in each litter. Young are born naked with
closed eyes.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Baluchistan gerbil lives in desert
and steppe habitats of central and southern Iran and also Qeshm Island in
Persian Gulf. In its distribution range it is only absent in high mountainous
ranges, dry plains and bare slopes of the hills. In coastal areas, it is found among
fixed sand dunes. It is also found in palm groves, agricultural fields and even
houses. Density is often over 50 gerbils per ha.

Conservation Status: Since it lives in deserts and does not cause damage
to agricultural fields, populations face no serious threat. TIUCN has categorized
itas “Least Concern” (LC).
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Gerbillus henleyi
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Pygmy Gerbil
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External Features: HB 52-75 mm, T 73-107 mm, HF 15-20 mm, E 7-10
mm, and W 6-12 gr. It is the smallest gerbil in Iran. Pelage on the back is
grayish brown with white spots on the back of the ears and on rump (near
tail). Under-parts are pure white. The soles of the feet are naked and terminal
tuft of the tail is spindle shaped, dark in color and not dense.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal and very agile. The burrow is a simple
structure with small entrance (diameter of 1 to 2 cm) which the animal plugs
it during the day. Mostly feeds on seeds.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Livesin extreme desert habitats,
sand dunes with halophytic plants and rocky plains. It is so far reported only
from Abar Kouh playa in Yazd province. There is no information available on
the population abundance of this species.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by
TUCN due to wide distribution and perhaps high populations. The reported
site in Iran is far away from the most eastern location reported from Jordan.
Therefore, a study on its distribution and ecology is needed to establish a base
for evaluating the appropriate conservation status of the species in Iran.
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Meriones crassus  (5,30%U) Jlgdylw 35>

Sundevall’s Jird

External Features: HB 90-115 mm, T 100-145 mm, HF 25-35 mm, E 12-
15 mm and W 51 gr. It is a rodent with medium size and elongated body. It
is very similar to Lybian jird but the body is smaller with yellow claws. Tail
length is about the length of head-body and occasionally a little longer. Tail
hairs are very short and only tall black hairs appear from the final one third
forming a terminal bundle at the end. Body is covered with tall soft hairs.
The color of the upper side is light brown mixed with black and under side is
white. The boundary between upper and lower parts is quite distinct. Ears are
smaller than ears of Lybian jird. The upper incisors curve down and backward
and their outer surface is orange.

Biological Features: Sundevalls Jird is a nocturnal and social species. The
burrow is usually built in hilly desert areas. Burrows have many opening holes
and the animal lives in the deepest burrow. Food consists of fresh plant parts
and seeds of bushes, dung from camels and donkeys and sometimes insects
as grasshoppers and crickets. Foraging can take place up to 10 km from the
burrow. A great deal of food is stored for winter. Breeds throughout the year
but sexual activity takes place mainly in spring and early summer. Gestation
period is 22 to 24 days and from 1 to S (on the average 3) young are born.
Sometimes, up to 7 fetuses are observed in the uterus. Longevity is about 5
years in captivity.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Sand dunes and dry habitats in
deserts areas are preferred. Theyare not observed in highlands and mountainous
areas. The species’ peak elevation is less than 1,000 m, a.s1. With the exception of
north western parts and Caspian forests, they live throughout Iran. There is no
information available on the population abundance of this species.
Conservation Status: Itis categorizedas “Least Concern” (LC) by the IUCN
due to wide distribution. Currently the species is not facing a special threat.
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Meriones hurrianae
Indian Desert Jird
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External Features: HB 125-142 mm, T 138-145 mm, HF 30-34 mm, and
E 12-13 mm. Itisamedium sized jird with relatively short and rough hairs. The
fur on the upper part is sandy grayish-buff color, on fore and hind feet lighter
and on ventral side has a grayish or creamy color. There is no demarcation line
between color of the fur on back and lower side. Tail is as long as head-body
length. The color of upper part of the tail is the same as upper part of the body
and lower side of the tail is lighter. Brown hairs cover the middle of the tail and
form a small terminal tuft towards the end. Fore feet and hind feet are thick
with long black claws. Ears are short and somewhat triangular and eyes are
relatively small.

Biological Features: It is diurnal and gregarious. This jird is mainly active
in mornings and evenings and remains in the burrow during the hot mid-day
hours in summer. It is active throughout the day in winter. Feeds mainly on
seed, leaves and sprouts of plants.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Coastal bush lands, low hills
and agricultural fields in south eastern Iran from Chabahar to Bandar Abbas
are habitats for the species and are relatively abundant.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
TUCN due to its large and widely distributed populations.
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Meriones libycus
Libyan Jird

o

External Features: HB 120-165 mm, T 120-168 mm, HF 30-37 mm,
E 13- 21 mm, and W 65-80 gr. It is a medium sized jird closely similar to
Meriones persicus and occurring in approximately the same areas. Tail length is
as long as head-body length or usually shorter. Ears are small relative to body
size. Fur on dorsal side is yellowish-grey or sandy color with a sprinkling of
black-tipped hairs. The hair on ventral surface of the body is dirty white. Fur
of dorsal and ventral side is well demarcated on the flanks. Tail is light brown
to rufous. Longer dark hairs extend in a dorsal crest for the distal one-third
of the tail and form the terminal black tuft. With the exception of the naked
band on the heel ofhind feet, sole is covered with hair. Claws are black or very
dark brown.

Biological Features:It is nocturnal and gregarious. In hot summer days, it
seldom gets out of the burrow in mid-day. Burrows are dug under bushes or
next to irrigation ditches. There are 2 to 8 entrances to each burrow system. In
soft grounds, depth of the burrow reaches 1.5 m. They feed on plants and store
food for the winter. Mating takes place in winter and spring and two litters are
born per year each composing of 3 to 7 young,

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat for the species includes
bush lands, Saxaul shrub lands and edges of cultivations. It is reported from
many areas in Iran except Hyrcanian forests, High Mountains and coastal
areas in south. It is abundant rodent.

Conservation Status: it is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN due to wide distribution and lack of special threat.
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Meriones meridianus
Midday Jird
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External Features: HB 70-100 mm, T 85-110 mm, HF 24-29 mm, E 10-
16 mm and W 15-20 gr. It is a small gerbil with a relatively long and slender
tail. Length of the tail is longer than head-body length and is completely
covered with hairs. The hairs of terminal part of the tail are long and form a
bundle. The color of tail is brownish-red mixed with light brown and lighter
than upper parts of the body and no black sign is observed. Ears are small.
Color of the upper part is orange light-brown and sporadic long black hairs
are observed. Under parts of the body is covered with white hairs and the
boundary between brown upper part and light under part is visible on the
flanks. Soles of feet are completely covered with hair.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal during spring and summer while
diurnal in fall. It is a social animal. Mainly feeds on seeds and fresh plant parts
but it feeds on insects too. Burrows are built under the roots of thorny bushes
and shrubs to avoid predators. The reproductive period occurs from February
or March until beginning of October, and in favorable conditions it may last
throughout the year. Females usually give birth to three litters per year. Litter
size is about 6 young. Longevity is about 6 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes sandy deserts
and areas with clay soils in semi-deserts. The species has been reported so
far from eastern and central Iran from North Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi,
and Kerman provinces. There is no information available on the population
abundance of this species.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
[UCN due to wide distribution and lack of special threat against the species.
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Family: Muridae

logbo.s 03103l

Order: Rodentia
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Meriones persicus

Persian Jird
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External Features: HB 120-198 mm, T 150-195 mm, HF 35-42 mm,
E 20-25 mm and W 55-100 gr. Tail length is longer than head-body length.
Color of the back of the body is yellowish brown with a brown or black shade.
Underside of the body is white from chick to tail. Tail is totally covered with
hairs. Hairs gradually become taller in the final third part of the tail which
terminates with a bundle at the end. Upper side of the tail has the same color
as the back of the body and lower side is white and wheat brown. Ears are
relatively large and triangular in shape. Pinna on outer surface is covered with
short hairs that have the color of back of the body but inner surface is bare.
Hind limbs are tall and enable the animal to jump. Soles of the hind feet are
bare and only on the fringes of heals and near toes are covered with white
hairs. Claws of the hind limbs are white. There is usually a white patch above
the eyes.

Biological Features: Itisnocturnaland usuallylivesin small groups or solitary.
Burrows have not many branches compared with other jirds. Food chamber is
large and occasionally up to 10 kg of seeds and plant material is reserved there.
Food consists of green plants, cereals, fruits and insects. It is active throughout
the year but may stay in the burrow for long times during winter.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Hills, mountainous areas,
Zagros forests, orchards and fields are habitat for Persian jird. The species lives
throughout the country with the exception of playas, northern and southern
coastal areas and is abundant species.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN due to wide distribution and abundant populations. There is no need
fora special conservation program.
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Meriones zarudnyi 09,05 0>

Zarudny’s Jird
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External Features: Mean of Head-Body length 141 mm, TL 155 mm, EL
25 mm. It is similar to Persian jird but the soles of the hind feet are not naked
but partly covered with hairs.

Biological Features: It is active during day and night. Burrows are built in
dry soils and are sometimes observed in ruins of old houses. Young are born
in spring and summer. No further information is available on its reproductive
biology.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes dry steppes
with elevation less than 1000 m.,, asl. It is observed in limited area of north
eastern Iran in the borders with Afghanistan and Turkmenistan.
Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Data Deficient” (DD) by the
IUCN due to the lack of information on distribution, ecology, threats and
conservation status.
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Family: Muridae

logbo.s 03103l

Order: Rodentia
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Rhombomys opimus
Great Gerbil
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External Features: HB 126-155 mm, T 126-161 mm, HF 37-40 mm, E
12-14 mmand W 285 gr. Itis alarge gerbil with a stocky body which is larger
than all gerbils and Jirds of Iran. The upper body is yellowish orange, or dark
grayish-yellow. The lower body is light yellowish-gray. The flanks are lighter
than upper parts and gradually merge with lower parts. There is no clear
boundary between upper and lower parts. Tail is thick and as long as head-
body length. Hairs of the terminal parts of tail become taller and form a black
or brown portion at the tip. Hands and specially feet are stockier and strong
relative to body size. Claws are long and dark in color. Muzzle is relatively
short and long black and white whiskers that some times reach 6 cm surround
it. Ear is very small with black inner surface that is not often clearly observable
through the fur. There are two longitudinal grooves on the surface of upper
incisors compared to one in other jirds and gerbils.

Biological Features: It is diurnal and builds its burrows in sandy and clay
deserts. Burrows are 1.5 to 2.5 m below the surface and have long corridors
with several exits. Great gerbil is gregarious and often many burrows are

observed in areas where they live. It is observed near the burrow during the
day and emits a whistle like sound when disturbed. Activity reduces during
winter but does not hibernate. Some times it is observed even over the snow.
Food consists of vegetative materials as leaves, buds, seeds and agricultural
products. Females will breed multiple times during a year with a gestation
period of about 25 days. In each litter 4 to 7 young are born. Longevity of
males and females are about 3 and 4 years respectively.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Great gerbil inhabits rolling
hills, uneven plains and agricultural fields in steppes and desert areas. So far, it
has been reported from Khorasan Razavi, North Khorasan, Golestan, Sistan
and Baluchestan and Esfahan provinces. There is no information available on
the population abundance of this species

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by [IUCN
due to wide distribution and large populations.




Tatera indica
Indian Gerbil
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External Features: HB 125-190 mm, T 145-205 mm, HF 20-38 mm, E
20- 36 mm, and W 100-225 gr. It is relatively big in size and rat-like. Tail is
thick and bushy and usually longer than head-body length. Hairs become
longer at the tip of the tail and establish a small terminal bundle. The color
of upper part of the body is light brown with a black shadow. Under part is
white and the boundary between upper and lower part is quite clear. Unlike
any other Iranian rodent, the tail is dark above and below;, and pale along the
sides. Fore and hind feet are long and soles of the feet are naked. Ears are long
with rounded pinnae.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal and gregarious. Burrows are 1 meter
below the surface and have many exits. When threatened they run with high
jumps sometimes reaching 3.5 meters. It is an omnivore feeding on plant
leaves, seeds and insects. Cannibalism is observed among individuals in
captivity. It can breed throughout the year. Gestation period is about 4 weeks
and litter size 4 to 5. They suckle for 25 days and at the age 0of 10 to 16 weeks
can breed. Longevity is about 7 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Indian Gerbil is found in steppe
and desert habitats of eastern, central and southern Iran and Qeshm Island in
Persian Gulf with abundant populations. It lives close to agricultural fields,
specially palm groves, and human settlements. The species is distributed under
freezingline.

Conservation Status: Due to wide distribution and abundant populations,
it is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the [UCN.
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Acomys dimidiatus

Eastern Spiny Mouse
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External Features: HB 85-110 mm, T 95-120 mm, HF 17-20 mm, E 15-
19 mm and W 30 to 60 gr. It is similar to house mouse but somewhat larger.
Tall and rough hairs (spines) cover soft hairs of the back completely. Tail is
bare, scaled and usually longer than head-body length and easily breaks away.
Eyes and ears are relatively large. Pinna is grey in color and its upper edge is
covered with soft and short hairs. Soles of feet and hands are bare. Hairs of the
back and lower parts are yellowish brown and white, respectively and clearly
demarcated. There is a white spot under eye and ear.

Biological Features: It is nocturnal. The nest is built in rock crevices
or cavities under them. It is sensitive to cold but can withstand shortage of
food. Gestation period is 5 to 6 weeks and relatively longer than other rats.
Therefore, 2 to 5 young are born with open eyes and hairy bodies. They feed
on vegetative materials. When threatened they would erect the spines and
would look bigger in size. Longevity is about S years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Lives in relatively warm bush
lands of rocky and mountainous areas, and sometimes, in human habitations
of southern Iran. So far it’s reported from southern Fars, Bushehr, Homozgan
and southern Sistan and Baluchestan of Iran. It is the most abundant rodent
in Geno protected area.

Conservation Status: Due to wide distribution range, diverse habitats and
lack of special threatening factor it is placed in “Least Concern” (LC) category
of IUCN list. Although no conservation plan seems needed for the species,
information on its populations and distribution is needed.




Apodemus flavicollis
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Yellow-necked Field Mouse
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External Features: HB 88-130 mm, T 90-135 mm, HF 22-27 mm, E 16-
20 mm, and W 22-36 gr. It is very similar to Steppe Field Mouse (A. witherby).
It is distinguished from it by having a large yellow patch on the breast which
sometimes mixes with the color of dorsal fur. The color of the fur on dorsal
side is yellowish or reddish brown and lighter on the flanks. Ventral fur is pure
white and there is a clear demarcation line on the flanks. Tail is usually longer
than head-body length.

Biological Features: It is solitary and nocturnal. It is well adapted to jump
and climb and could easily move among the branches of trees. It usually feeds
on seeds, buds and fruits of plants and also on invertebrates. Nest is built with
leaves and small herbs under trees or in burrows of moles or voles. Sometimes
nests are built in the crevices of trees. Lives up to 2 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Habitat includes Zagros
woodlands. Ithas been reported so far from Kangavar County in Kermanshah
province and Gholaman village in Lorestan province. No information is
available on abundance of the species in Iran.

Conservation Status: It is categorized as “Least Concern” (LC) by the
IUCN Red List.
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