Emberiza cineracea 3,3 & 2y 03 33

Cinereous Bunting

Morphological characteristics: 16-17 cm length and 25-29 cm wing-
span. A rather large bunting, Shares pale eye-ring, moustachial stripe, and
throat-patch with other buntings but differs by more uniform olive and yellow
remainder of plumage. Sexes almost similar with little seasonal variation. Adult
male shows olive-green head and malar stripe, contrasting with sulphur-yellow
eye-ring, supercﬂium and throat—patch; upperparts brown—grey with green tinge
and slightly darker grey streaking, rump grey. Wings grey-brown, lesser upper
wing-coverts olive-grey, median coverts centred black and tipped yellow-white,
forming distinct wing-bar. Greater coverts also centred black, with olive-grey
tips, forming indistinct lower wing-bar. Tail black-brown, with greyish margins
to central feathers and white ends to outer feathers. Underparts bright sulphur-
yellow tinged grey-green on breastand flanks and on centres ofundertail-coverts.
Bill blue-grey (not pink as in relatives) and legs flesh-brown. Non-breeding male
shows greyer head, with rufous tinge to feathers on upperparts. Female shows
browner head, greyish olive upperparts, cap, mantle, and scapulars with dusky
streaks (without male’s contrast in colour between cap and mantle); underparts
extensively buffryellow, more buff-brown on breast and flanks. Juvenile rather
uniform grey-brown on head and upperparts and buff-white on underparts,
heavily streaked on breast and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry stony and rocky slopes with sparse
bushesandscattered treesin high mountains; also seen on semi-desert bushlands
on migration. Solitary, but sometimes in small groups outside breeding season.
Behaviour similar to Ortolan Bunting E. hortulana; wary and difhcult to spot.
Feeds on seeds and small invertebrates. Breeding starts late April. Probably
monogamous. Nest a cup of dry stems and leaves, lined with rootlets and hair,
built on ground in shelter of rocks and bushes. Usual clutch 4-6 short sub-
elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with grey-blue tinge, spotted
black-brown and pale grey, 20.5x17 mm in size. Incubation period unknown.
Chicks downy and altricial. No more data available on breeding,
Distribution and abundance: A local and scarce summer visitor to western
Zagros in Tlam, Kordestan, and Kermanshah. Also recorded in the past on
Kabudan Island (Lake Urumiyeh), in the highlands of Lorestan and Khuzestan,
and on Greater Tunb Island (Hormozgan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Ortolan Bunting
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Morphological characteristics: 15-16.5 cm length and 23-29 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized slender bunting, very similar to Cretzschmar’s Bunting
E. caesia and Grey-necked Bunting E. buchanani; male distinguished from the
former by greyish green head, yellow (not dark chestnut) moustachial stripe,
chin, and throat, and yellowish (not white) eye-ring. Grey-necked Bunting
distinguished from this species by buff-white moustachial stripe, chin, and throat,
chestnut-rufous breast, and white under tail-coverts. Sexes dissimilar with little
seasonal variation. Adult male shows grey-tinged olive-green head, nape, neck,
and malar stripe. Moustachial stripe, chin, and throat yellow. Upperparts brown-
grey, heavily streaked black, ramp more faintly streaked brown. Wings black-
brown, lesser upper wing-coverts greyish, tips of median and greater coverts
cream-white. Tail grey-brown, fringes of central tail-feathers chestnut, and outer
feathers with white wedge on tip. Underparts orange-chestnut, paler on belly
and under tail-coverts. Legs and bill pink. Adult female like male but duller and
browner and more heavily streaked on head. Crown, malar stripe, and breast
finely streaked and underparts indistinctly spotted. Juvenile browner above with
heavier streaking, face and underparts buff-white, and no olive-green visible on
head and no yellow on throat.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open woodlands and slopes of low
mountains covered with grass and pistachio trees, bushland, cultivated fields
fringed by scattered trees, and orchards. Mostly solitary outside breeding season,
but forms small groups in winter quarters and on migration. Wary and quiet,
retiring rapidly into bush when disturbed. Flight light and fluent. Feeds mostly
on invertebrates, but outside breeding season mainly on seeds. Breeding starts
early May. Monogamous, sometimes polygamous (one male and two females).
Nest a cup of grass and rootlets, lined with plant down and hair, built on ground
in herbage orunder bush. Usual clutch 4-6 sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs,
pale blue, pinkish, purple, or grey, spotted and blotched with grey; 20x15.7mm
in size. Eggs hatch after 11-14 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period
10-15 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to humid
uplands in Azarbaijan, Alborz, Golestan and northern Khorasan. Also a
common passage migrant in the south Caspian region, northern Khorasan,
Tehran area, and south-western Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 14.5-15 cm length, wing-span 7.8-8.2 cm
in males and 7.2-8.1 cm in females. A medium-sized bunting, combining grey,
chestnut, and black colours as Pine Bunting E. leucocephalos, but black pattern
on head more simplified and mantle to upper tail-coverts as well as lower
breast uniform deep chestnut, almost without dark streaking, Sexes dissimilar
with little seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows ash-grey to grey-
white head, neck, and throat, broad black eye-stripe running from base of bill
to nape, and black patch on chin and throat extending into thin stripe below
ear-coverts. Upperparts and rump chestnut, tail black-brown with long white
wedges on tips of the two outer feathers. Lower breast and flanks chestnut,
merging gradually into white of mid-belly to under tail-coverts. In fresh plumage,
autumn, the pattern of head and body is partly obscured by grey-olive and buff
feather-fringes. Female rather nondescript, but well-streaked, with grey-brown
head, cream-white lore and eye-ring, and brown ear-coverts and side of neck.
Upperparts dull grey-brown with dark grey streaks, rump rufous-chestnut. Tail
brown with white outer feathers. Chin and throat buff; upper breast chestnut
with dark streaks extending to flanks, remaining underparts buft-white. Juvenile
like female but with no chestnut on breast.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dryand barren rocky slopes and canyons,
provided with a sparse cover of coarse grass and with scattered low bushes,
juniper-scrub, or some occasional pine, walnut, or oak trees. Solitary or in
scattered colonies when breeding, but forms small groups in winter, sometimes
with other buntings. Feeds mainly on seeds, but mostly arthropods taken in
breeding season.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant; recorded once in juniper forest in
Kopet Dagh Mountains, Khorasan, in June 1973. Zarudny listed it as a vagrant in
winter in southern Khorasan and a scarce passage migrant in Harir Rud valley:
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15.5 cm length and 23-26.5 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized bunting, grey-blue and chestnut in colour, slightly similar
to Ortolan Bunting E. hortulana and Grey-necked Bunting E. buchanani; male
distinguished from the former by dark grey-blue head, dark chestnut (not
yellow) moustachial stripe, lore, chin, and throat, and white (not yellowish)
eye-ring. Grey-necked Bunting distinguished from this species by buff-white
moustachial stripe, chin, and throat, chestnut-rufous breast, and white under
tail-coverts. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows
blue-grey head, nape, neck, malar stripe, and breast. Lore, moustachial stripe,
chin, and throat dark chestnut, eye-ring white. Upperparts rufous, boldly
streaked dark. Wings rufous, lesser upper wing-coverts more grey, tips of median
and greater coverts and margins of tertials orange-chestnut, but base and inner
webs of tertials black. Tail also rufous. Underparts chestnut-rufous and breast
grey-blue, with rather distinct demarcation line. Bill light red in breeding season,
becoming dull pink in winter. Female similar to male but cap, breast, and flanks
streaked grey-brown, throat buff-white, and side of neck and breast grey; streaked
dark brown on centre of breast. Underparts paler with pink-buff spots. Juvenile
resembles juvenile of Ortolan Bunting, but rump more rufous, crown tinged
grey (not green), and eye-ring and throat-patch white (not yellow).
Biological characteristics: Prefers shrubby or wooded stony and rocky
slopes below 1300 m. When overlapping with Ortolan Bunting, occupies
drier and more barren slopes, moving to meadows, steppe, cultivated fields, and
orchards in winter. Behaviour very similar to Ortolan and Grey-necked buntings
but not as shy. Flight low above ground, gliding on few-meter distances between
bushes, with tail held up. Feeds mostly on seeds and small invertebrates.
Distribution and abundance: Two birds observed among migrating
Ortolan Buntings on 9 April 1978 at Gachsaran (Kohgiluyeh). Said to have
been collected in early 20th century in Zagros, but exact location unknown
and no specimen retained. Perhaps a very scarce autumn migrant in these
regions but needs further surveys.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Emberiza striolata 81,8, 2y 03 35

Striolated Bunting
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14 cm length and 21.5-26 cm wing-
span. A rather small bunting with black and white stripes, chestnut-brown
upperparts, and grey and buff-rufous underparts, resembling a small Rock
Bunting E. cia in general colours and pattern, but with bicoloured grey-and-
yellow bill, white sub-moustachial stripe, black spots on grey breast, paler buft
belly, and no white on tail. Sexes almost similar with little seasonal variation.
Adult male shows grey head, neck, and upper breast, with black and white
stripes. Cap grey-white with fine dark grey streaks, supercilium, stripe below
eye, and malar stripe white, stripe through eye and moustachial stripe black.
Upperparts cinnamon-grey, mantle and scapulars distinctly streaked black,
rump and upper tail-coverts uniform. Wings rufous-brown, with scapulars
and greater upper wing-coverts black-brown on centre and rufous on margins;
no white wing-bars. Tail black-brown, rufous on margins of outer feathers,
without white. Chin, throat, and upper breast dull grey, heavily spotted and
streaked. Lower breast, belly, and under tail-coverts uniform grey-buff. Bill
dusky-brown on upper mandible and yellow on lower mandible; legs brown.
Female paler and duller than male, but dark stripes on head and upperparts
greyer and less sharply defined. Juvenile resembles female but distinguished
by wholly dusky-horn bill.

Biological characteristics: Prefers rocky slopes, cliffs, gorges at border of
steppe and semi-desert, bare or covered with sparse vegetation, generally away
from human habitation; in winter, sometimes descends to cultivated fields
and lowlands. Wary and difhicult to spot; solitary or pair-wise when breeding,

mostly in small flocks outside breeding season. Flight fast. Feeds on seeds,
especially grass seeds, but also invertebrates taken in breeding season; forages
with short hops on ground. Breeding starts early March. Monogamous. Nest
a shallow cup of twigs, rootlets, and branches, lined with hair, wool, and plant
down, built in fissures and crevices in rocks or buildings or on ground under
short bush. Usual clutch 3, sometimes 2-4, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly
glossy eggs, white or tinged blue or green, spotted and blotched purple-grey,
dark brown, or purple-brown, 20x 15 mm in size. Chicks downy and altricial,
leave nest in 17-19 days, still fed by male parent for 14-21 days. Usually 3,
rarely 4, clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A rather scarce resident of rocky hills in
Sistan-Baluchestan, Hormozgan, and Persian Gulf coast west to Bandar-e
Asaluyeh (Bushehr). Occurs lower down in winter, recorded in southern Fars
and southern Kerman.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Emberiza pusilla S5 by 83,3
Little Bunting
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13.5 cm length and 22-22.5
cm wing-span. The smallest bunting of Iran, with small head, slight crest,
conspicuous rufous side of head contrasting with narrow white eye-ring,
streaked buff to brown-grey upperparts, and small grey bill. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult shows black crown with narrow chestnut
median crown-stripe which extends to nape. Supercilium, lore, and ear-
coverts chestnut and moustachial stripe cream-white. Upperparts greyish
olive, boldly streaked black-brown on mantle and narrowly on back and
rump. Lesser upperwing-coverts brown—grey, tips of median covertswhitish,
forming distinct upper wing-bar, and pale buff tips to greater coverts form
lower wing-bar. Tail black-brown, white at tip. Chin chestnut, underparts
white with dense blackish streaks on breast and flanks. Juvenile yellow-buff
above and more heavily streaked below.

Biological characteristics: Occupies hillside meadows, cattle ranges, and
cultivated fields in winter, usually on damp ground or near water. Gregarious
outside breeding season, mostly forming small flocks. Flight light and rapid,
resembling small finches, but with less noticeable undulations. Feeds mostly on
plant seeds, also on invertebrates in breeding season.

Distribution and abundance: Avagrant, only recorded twice in winter:
one individual collected in Kerman in February 1940 and another in Tir-
Tash plain near Behshahr (Mazandaran) in December 1952.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Emberiza rustica gl by 03,3

Rustic Bunting
L 50))9 1805 «Sus8 s Jis 1 S

Morphological characteristics: 13-14.5 cm length and 21-25 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized bunting, white, black, and dark chestnut in colour,
showingslight crest. Sexes dissimilarwith little seasonal variation. Adult breeding
male shows black head with whitish median crown-stripe, white spot on nape,
white supercilium, and white spot on rear of ear-coverts. Upperparts dark rufous
streaked with buffand black, rump chestnut-rufous spotted buff. Flight-feathers
black-brown with light brown streaks, lesser upper wing-coverts chestnut and
buff, median and greater coverts mostly black with white tip, forming wing-bars,
greater coverts with rufous outer fringes. Tail black with white wedge on tips of
the two outer feathers. Chin and throat white, breast chestnut-rufous, and flanks
boldly streaked chestnut-rufous merging into chestnut on upperparts; rest of
underparts uniform white. Bill lead-grey; pale pink on base of lower mandible;
legs brown-pink. Non-breeding male shows duller plumage, rufous, brown, and
buft head, buff fringes to upperparts, flanks, and rump, and bufhish wing-bars.
Female similar to non-breeding male but slightly duller, with buff-rufous fore-
supercilium and lore, dark brown ear-coverts, and more densely buff-fringed
rump. Juvenile shows more evenly streaked black-and-buff cap, brown lore,
ear-coverts, and upper mantle, greyer well-streaked upperparts, uniform rufous
rump, spotted black malar stripe, and white underparts with rufous streaks on
breast and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open marshland and damp meadows
alternated with bush and reeds, in winter also on open cultivated fields
nearby cover. Gregarious outside breeding season. Flight light and fast with
rapid wing-beats. Feeds mostly on plant seeds, also on insects and spiders in
breeding season.

Distribution and abundance: A very scarce passage migrant and wintering
bird in the north and east. Also recorded from Khuzestan and Fars in the past.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Emberiza aureola 3,3 dam 8y 83,3

Yellow-breasted Bunting

303 K (503900 36355 «SiagS ()b 9> (3 1S

Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 21.5-24 cm wing-
span. A rather small but thick-bellied bunting, yellow, black, and chestnut in
colour. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult breeding male
shows black face, ear-coverts, cheeks, and throat. Rear-crown, nape, upperparts,
and rump chestnut-brown. Flight-feathers black-brown with chestnut fringes,
median upper wing-coverts white, forming a large wing-patch. Greater coverts
rufous with white tips, visible as indistinct wing-bar. Tail black-brown, tipped
white on outer feathers and rufous on other feathers. Underparts bright yellow,
with fine chestnut band across breast and black streaks on side of breast to flanks.
Belly and under tail-coverts buff-white and under wing-coverts white. Bill pale
pink and legs brown-orange. Non-breeding adult lacks black on throat and
shows dusky grey head with buffish crown-stripes and paler chestnut plumage.
Female shows strikingly different face pattern; head buff with two dark brown
bars on side of crown, broad whitish supercilium, and blackish stripes behind
eye and on cheek partly surrounding pale ear-coverts. Upperparts and wings
grey-brown, chin and throat whitish, underparts pale yellow; streaked black on
side of breast and flanks, and under tail-coverts white. Juvenile like female but
with lighter face, pale bufl underparts, densely streaked black-brown breast,
distinct pale wing-bars, and wholly streaked rump.

Biological characteristics: Prefers bushlands, herbage surrounding
wetlands, rivers, and lakes, and river valley meadows with tall grass and
scattered willow and alder. Forms large flocks outside breeding season. Flight
light and rapid. Feeds on plant seeds, especially grass, and other plant material,
also on invertebrates in breeding season.

Distribution and abundance: A rare passage migrant in the north and
east. One male recorded in Bid (Sistan-Baluchestan) in spring; also recorded
twice in Ashura Deh (Mazandaran) in late summer and once in Sabzevar
(Khorasan) in September.

Conservation status: Globally has been listed as Vulnerable (VU) in [IUCN

red list and is of conservation values.
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Black-headed Bunting
Mbj))’:dﬂ‘o}{)’oj)oj :db;st&;d)l‘v u:dl).‘)l.‘):‘;)s

Morphological characteristics: 15.5-17.5 cm length and 26-30 cm wing-
span. Alarge bunting, yellow, black, and chestnutin colour, with heavy and conical
grey bill, rather long and dark wings and tail. Female resembles Red-headed
Bunting E. bruniceps. Hybridizes with Red-headed Bunting, hybrids frequently
recorded where ranges meet. Sexes dissimilar, male with seasonal variation.
Adult breeding male shows deep black head and face, as if wearing a helmet.
Side of neck and upperparts including rump rich chestnut. Wings black with
brown feather-fringes, median and greater upper wing-coverts with white tips,
forming prominent wing-bars. Tail black-brown, buff-brown on feather-fringes.
Underparts and underwing completely deep yellow. Female paler than male,
with head mixed grey-bufl, upperparts dull brown with grey wash, sometimes
tinged chestnut on mantle and rump, streaked black or brown on crown and
upperparts, and with chestnut patches on rump; underparts pale yellow. Juvenile
and Ist-autumn birds featureless, sandy-grey above with dark brown streaks on
mantle and scapulars and with a brighter green rump, and white on underparts
with more buff-brown breast and flanks, much as in Red-headed Bunting of same
age, though upperparts usually warmer in tone, crown usually more distinctly
streaked dark, ear-coverts slightly darker, wing-bars whiter, and underparts slightly
more uniform and more yellow; especially on under tail-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open regions in lowlands and hills,
favouring fairly dense patches of thorn bush, low trees, or scrub at places where
these are bordered by herb-rich grass-steppe or fields; also, in orchards, groves,
or vineyards, in scrub bordering streams or ditches in open country; or on stony
slopes with scanty scrub near fields. Gregarious, congregating into large flocks
in winter. Flight typical of buntings, strong and with undulating progress. Feeds
mostly on seeds and other plant material, also on invertebrates in breeding
season. Breeding starts late May, territorial or nesting in small neighbouring
groups. Probably polygamous (one male and several females). Nesta cup of grass
and plant material on short bush orlow tree, lined with hair and soft grass. Usual
clutch 4-5, rarely 6-7, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, very pale blue or
greenish blue, spotted and blotched purple-grey, purple brown, or olive-brown,
224x16 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks downy and altricial,
leave nest in 10-16 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: An abundant summer visitor to the north-
west, extending east in Alborz to Shahroud and south-western Iran along Zagros
to Kerman highlands. Also breeds in small numbers on Taftan Mountain and in
eastern Baluchestan. Abundantas spring passage migrantin southern Baluchestan,
Persian Gulf coast, and Khuzestan, but generally scarce on autumn passage.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy 83)) : 031038

Order: Passeriformes
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Emberiza bruniceps

Red-headed Bunting
(o) A S0y y0m 18,5 «Sus8 syl b B3 S

X K

Morphological characteristics: 15-16.5 cm length and 24.5-28 cm wing-
span. A large bunting, showing heavy and pointed grey bill and rather long wings
and tail. Male yellow, green, and chestnut in colour, female closely resembles
Black-headed Bunting E. bruniceps. Hybrids with Black-headed Bunting, hybrids
frequently recorded where ranges meet. Sexes dissimilar, male with seasonal
variation. Adult breeding male shows brown-red head, face, chin, throat, and
centre of breast. Nape, upperparts, and upper tail-coverts greenish, streaked
dark brown, greatly contrasting with yellowish rump. Wings black-brown, lesser
upperwing-coverts chestnut-brown with green fringes, median coverts black on
centre and buff-white on edge and tip, forming a prominent wing-bar. Tail black-
brown, buff-brown on feather-fringes. Underparts lemon-yellow; bill blue-grey,
and legs brown. Female shows brown-grey head tinged with chestnut, streaked
upperparts, and greenish yellow rump. Juvenile like female, almost inseparable
from juvenile of Black-headed Bunting, but streaks on crown absent, upperparts
and ear-coverts paler, wing-bar buffier, underparts lighter, and breast and flanks
spotted and streaked dark brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers bushlands, open thickets, shrubby
slopes, and cultivated fields with scattered bushes. Gregarious, congregating
into large flocks in winter. Flight typical of buntings but more powerful. Feeds
mostly on seeds and other plant material, also on invertebrates in breeding
season. Breeding starts early May in territories or small neighbouring groups.
Polygamous (one male and several females) or promiscuous. Nest a cup of
dried grass and plant stems, lined with hair and plant down, built on bush, tall
herbage in thickets, reed-beds, or cultivations. Usual clutch 3-S5 sub-elliptical,
smooth and glossy eggs, white with pale grey, purple-grey, and brown spots and
blotches, 203 x 15.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14 days. Chicks, downy and
altricial, leave nest in 12-13 days, independent 14 days later.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to the northeast,
west to Gorgan and south through Alborz to Shahrud and Birjand. Probably
breeds in Sistan basin. Occasionally observed on spring passage in oases in
north-eastern semi-deserts.

Conservation status: This bird in not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Common Reed Bunting
Y05 (509018355 ((SasS (sl 3SUL 1S

Morphological characteristics: 13.5-15.5 cm length and 21-28 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized bunting with large head, thick neck, and long tail. Sexes

dissimilar with some seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows black head
and throat and white moustachial stripe and collar. Upperparts and scapulars
grey-brown with bold black streaks, rump dull grey Wings chestnut-rufous, tail
black-brown with buffedges to feathers and white patch on outer pair, particularly
visible when tail spread in flight. Underparts whitish, side of breast to flanks
finely marked with broken pale brown streaks, and under wing-coverts white.
Non-breeding male shows buff to rufous-brown head; chin and throat whitish
with dark speckles. White collar limited to side of neck, and also with indistinct
buff supercilium and paler bill. Female shows chestnut crown, creamy grey
supercilium and collar, chestnut-brown ear-coverts, white moustachial stripe,
and bold black malar stripe; in breeding season, some females have patches of
black on head and traces of white on side of neck and cheeks. Upperparts and
wings as in male but rump browner, underparts buff-white, heavily streaked on
breast and flanks. Juvenile like female but more buff and yellow, heavily streaked
onupperparts and breast.

Biological characteristics: Dependent on vegetation cover in wet areas,
mostly occupying reed-beds, wet meadows, swamps, riverbanks, and tall
herbage along water. Gregarious outside breeding season, forming small or large
flocks, frequently mixed with other buntings and finches. Flight rather powerful
with rapid wing-beats. Feeds mostly on seeds and other plant material, also on
invertebrates in breeding season. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous. Nest
a cup of grass and moss, built on ground in grassy vegetation or on bush, and
lined with soft grass, hair, and reed flowers. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 6-7, sub-
elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, very pale purple, lavender-grey, and

rarely buffish or greenish, spotted and blotched black or blackish
purple, 199x14.7mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-14 days.
Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 10-13 days. Usually
2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Sub-species caspia with
short thick bill a highly localized resident breeder of lakes

in south Caspian lowlands, and of marshes in Azarbaijan,
Lorestan, and Fars; form korgjewi with thick and long bill i
a sedentary breeder of Sistan. Small-billed sub-species fror '
further north, with relatively longer wing and shorter tail than
local breeders, are common winter visitors to the south
Caspian region and wetlands in Khorasan, Tehran,
Semnan, Lorestan, Khuzestan, and Fars; also birds
with intermediate-sized bill from Ukraine and
southern Russia occasionally reported in winter.
Conservation status: This bird is not
listed in the global or national protected
species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Emberiza calandra (Miliaria calandra) A4S 308y 83,3

Corn Bunting
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Morphological characteristics: 16-19 cmlength and 26-32 cm wing-span.
Thelargestbunting, bulkyand easily distinguishable from other buntings by grey-
brown upperparts and pale buff underparts, but very similar to larks Alaudidae
and pipits Anthus, with which it shares habitat. Pointers for identification are
thick short bill with sharp hook in cutting edges, habit of dangling feet during
short-distance flight, and rattling voice. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult shows grey-brown crown, upperparts, and wings with dark brown streaks.
Side of face, breast, and flanks streaked buff, and rest of underparts pale buff to
dull white, often with dark patch on centre of breast. Tail dark brown with pale
buft edge and tip, unlike others in family, without white on outer feathers. Buff
malar stripe joins streaks on upper breast. Bill large and heavy, yellow-pink on
sides; legs flesh-yellow. Juvenile paler yellow-buff than adult, more boldly and
heavily streaked above and below.

Biological characteristics: Mostly prefers treeless steppe landscape, sand
dunes and slopes in lowlands adjacent to corn fields; avoids forests, wetlands, and
rocky terrain. Depending on weather conditions, congregate into small or large
flocks. Take-off loose and surging; flies with heavy wing-beats, with feet dangling
in short flight, but with powerful undulations over longer distances, especially
noticeable in descent. Often perches on elevated songpost like low tree, bush,
power line, fencepost, or wall to defend territory. Mostly feeds on seeds and other
plant material, butlargely on invertebrates in breeding season. Breeding starts early
April. Monogamous or polygamous (one male and two females). Nest a loose
cup of grass, lined with plant down and feathers, built on ground, sometimes in
dense bush, and rarely on tree. Usual clutch 4-6, sometimes 1-7, sub-elliptical,
smooth and slightly glossy eggs, pure white or tinged bluish, purple, or buff;
spotted, blotched and streaked with purple-brown or dark brown, 23.3x17.8 mm
in size. Eggs hatch after 12-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin 9-12
days. Usually 1-2 and rarely 3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Breeds in large numbers in northern and
western Iran, along Zagros southeast to Kerman highlands, descending to lower
elevations in winter. Also winters in large numbers in Khuzestan plains and in
smaller numbers along Persian Gulf coast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 14-16 cm length and 24.5-28.5 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized slender finch, chestnut, grey, and black in colour, with
obvious white patches on wing and on outer tail-feathers, pointed conical
bill, and long tail. Sexes somewhat similar with little seasonal variation. Adult
breeding male shows black forehead and blue-grey crown, nape, neck shawl,

and upper mantle. Upperparts chestnut-brown on middle and tinged green on
scapulars. Flight-feathers black-brown, median and lesser upper wing-coverts
white, visible as a white band across scapulars. Greater upper wing-coverts black
with whitish tip, forming a long wing-bar. Base of inner primaries also white,
connected as a narrow wing-bar to the bar formed by greater coverts. Back and
rump yellowish brown, upper tail-coverts blue-grey; tail grey on central pair of
feathers, black on outer feathers, and white on sides. Face, chin, throat, and upper
breast dark chestnut, lower breast pink-chestnut, belly pinkish white, and under
tail-coverts creamy white. Non-breeding male paler, dark grey on forehead, pale
brown on crown, darker brown on upperparts, lower face and underparts more
chestnut, and white of wing-bars washed yellow. Female greyer on face, olive-
brown on upperparts, dull green on back and rump, and greyish white below
with buff tinge to breast and belly. Juvenile browner above and lighter below,
with dull brownish green rump.

Biological characteristics: Prefers broad-leaved, conifer, or mixed forests,
parks, orchards, hedgerows, and even villages and towns; in winter mostly in
open cultivations away from dense tree cover. Gregarious, forming small or large
flocks outside breeding season. Flight light, rapid, and free, with longundulations.
Feeds on seeds and other plant material, but mostly on invertebrates in breeding
season. Breeding starts late March. Monogamous, seldom polygamous (one
male and two females). Nest a deep cup of moss, lichen, grass, rootlets, feathers,
and spider web, lined with feathers, wool, and plant down, located on branch
of tree or tall bush, decorated with lichen and tree bark. Usual clutch 4-S,
sometimes 2-8, sub-elliptical to short sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs,
pale blue, spotted and blotched pink and dark chestnut-red, 19.5x14.6 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 10-16 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin 11-18
days. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A very common breeding bird in Caspian
forests and northern Azarbaijan, and in smaller numbers in extreme western
Zagros, juniper forests of Kopet Dagh mountains and parks and orchards in
Mashhad (Khorasan). A very common winter visitor to the south Caspian region,
southern slopes of Alborz, and Zagros south to Fars, and in smaller numbers to
Khuzestan plains.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Fringillidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 14-16 cm length and 25-26 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized finch, black and orange in colour, with large head,
strong bill, and short forked tail. Sexes dissimilar, male with seasonal variation.
Adult breeding male shows black head, face, side of ramp, upper tail-coverts,
and tail. Scapulars bufl-yellow and lower back and rump white. Wings black,
medianandlesser upper wing-coverts bright orange, and tips of greater coverts
yellowish, visible as a prominent wing-bar. Base of inner primaries also white,
creating a light wing patch. Chin, throat, breast, and fore-flanks buff-orange,
rest of underparts white, finely spotted black on middle and rear flanks. Bill
blackish blue, legs flesh-brown. Non-breeding male shows rufous head, face,
and upperparts, bill becomes orange-yellow with black spot on tip. Female
shows similar colour pattern to male, with crown, nape, and upperparts grey-
brown, ear-coverts and cheeks buff;, and a broad grey band on side of neck.
Breast and flanks buff tinged with orange, flanks marked with dark spots.
Juvenile slightly similar to female but median and greater upper wing-coverts
black-brown with buff-white tips, making wings appear spotted; rump and
belly washed yellow.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open woodlands, forest clearings,
open birch wood, or forests of mixed birch and conifers, also orchards and
cultivated fields with scattered trees; avoids tall and dense stands of forests.
Gregarious, congregating into large or very large flocks outside breeding
season. Flight light and free, quite fast and direct in cover, more undulating
over longer distances, typical of family. Feeds mostly on seeds and other plant
material, also on invertebrates in breeding season.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to northern
Iran, especially southern Caspian coast and southern slopes of Alborz. Also
a scarce and irregular winter visitor in Semnan, Lorestan, Khuzestan, Fars,
Sistan-Baluchestan, and Khorasan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.



Serinus pusillus

Red-fronted Serin
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Morphological characteristics: 11.5-12.5 cm length and 21-23 cm
wing-span. A small finch, easily distinguishable by black head with bright
red patch on forehead. Sexes almost similar with little seasonal variation.
Adult male shows dusky black head, nape, throat, and breast with yellowish
grey streaks on mantle and bright red patch on forehead and forecrown.
Upperparts yellow-white, boldly streaked black-brown. Wings black, median
and greater upper wing-coverts with white edges and tips, creating prominent
double wing-bar. Rump buff-yellow; tail almost black with orange-yellow
base to outer feathers. Breast pale yellow and flanks greyish white with bold
black-brown streaks, and rest of underparts white. Under wing-coverts pale
yellow. Bill and legs black-brown. Female greatly similar to male but red patch
on forehead smaller and sometimes orange, plumage more grey, and rump
streaked as in upperparts. Juvenile shows bufl-brown forehead, crown, face,
cheeks, and throat, upperparts and rump grey-brown with black-brown
streaks, and underparts streaked black-and-buff.

Biological characteristics: Prefers juniperforests, montanemeadows, rocky
valleys with scattered bushes, and sparsely vegetated rocky slopes. Gregarious,
forming large flocks especially in winter. Flight light and rapid, with fast wing-
beats and undulations as in European Serin S. serinus. Feeds on seeds and fruit,
occasionally small insects. Breeding starts late March, either solitary or in small
neighbouring groups. Monogamous. Nest a rather bulky cup of grass, tree bark,
stems, and moss, lined with plant down, hair, wool, and feathers, built on tree
or dense bush, or in rock crevice. Usual clutch 3-5 short sub-elliptical, smooth
and glossy eggs, very pale blue, spotted and blotched pinkish and purple-black,
16.6x12.7 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 11-16 days. Chicks, downy and altricial,
leave nest in 15-17 days, cared for and fed by adult male for 5-7 more days while
female produces a second clutch.

Distribution and abundance: A rather common resident in juniper
forests along all major mountain ranges of Iran, above 2500 m in Azarbaijan,
at 1800-4000 m in Mazandaran, and at 2500-3500 m in Kerman and Sistan-
Baluchestan, descending to lower altitudes in winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Fringillidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 11-12 cm length and 20-23 cm wing-
span. A small finch, with yellow and olive green streaked plumage, small bill,
and forked tail. Sexes slightly similar with no seasonal variation. Adult male
shows bright yellow forehead and forecrown, dark olive hindcrown and nape
streaked with dark brown. Face bright yellow; dark olive patch covers lore,
ear-coverts, and cheeks, with smaller yellow patch on ear-coverts. Upperparts
yellowish brown with distinct dark streaks. Wings black-brown with rather
prominent greenish yellow double wing-bar. Rump yellow; tail black-brown
with yellow-green edges to outer feathers. Chin, throat, and breast bright
yellow; side of breast and flanks white, densely streaked black, and under tail-
coverts uniform white. Female shows similar colour pattern to male, but not

as bright; head and breast pale yellow and upperparts more brown and green.
Boldly streaked dark brown all over, except for a patch on nape, rump, and
under tail-coverts. Juvenile like female but with brown upperparts and cream-
buffunderparts, streaked dark all over.

Biological characteristics: Prefers forest fringes and forest clearings,
patches of trees on hills or mountainsides, orchards, parks, and cultivation
with scattered trees. Gregarious throughout year, congregating in small
flocks. Flight light and rapid, with fast wing-beats and undulations. Forages on
ground with fast hopping, feeding mostly on seeds and other plant material,
sometimes also on small invertebrates.

Distribution and abundance: One individual collected in Sarkhoun
(Chaharmahal Bakhtiari) 20 April 1904, a pair collected 6 January 1941 at
Qasre- Shirin (Kermanshah), and one observed at Zarivar Lake (Kordestan)
2 January 1972. Probably only a scarce vagrant in western Zagros.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 14-16 cm length and 24.5-27.5 em wing-
span. A medium-sized robust finch with green, yellow; and grey plumage, stout
bill, and short forked tail. Sexes slightly similar with little seasonal variation.
Adult breeding male shows olive greenish grey face, crown, and nape. Lore dark
and eye-surround, chin, and throat greyish yellow. Mantle grey-green tinged
olive green, back and rump yellow-green, and upper tail-coverts greyish green.
Primaries black-brown with yellow-green fringes on outer webs, visible asa wing-
panel when wings folded. Secondaries and tertials also dark, upper wing-coverts
olive. Tail black-brown, tail-feathers (except for the central pair) bright yellow at
base. Breast greyish green, flanks grey-brown, and rest of underparts greenish
yellow;becoming white on under tail-coverts. Non-breeding male shows greener
upperparts, yellow-green underparts, and greyer wings. Female slightly similar to
male but paler and duller, with grey-brown head and upperparts with indistinct
dark brown streaking; dark lore absent. Juvenile like female but browner, more
heavily streaked above and below.

Biological characteristics: Prefers bushlands and grasslands with scattered
trees, woodland fringes, thickets, orchards, and hedgerows; also seen in cultivated
fields and outskirt of villages and towns. Gregarious outside breeding season,
forming large feeding flocks. Flight powerful with long undulating progress. Feeds
on hard plant seeds, some invertebrates also taken in breeding season. Breeding
starts early April, either solitary or in small neighbouring groups. Monogamous,
sometimes polygamous (one male and two females). Nest a rather bulky cup
of moss, grass, and plant stems, lined with plant down, hair, and some feathers,
built on tree orlow bush. Usual clutch 4-6, sometimes 3-8, sub-elliptical, smooth
and glossy eggs, pale blue, spotted and finely blotched purple, blackish, or pink-
lavender, 20.6x14.8 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-14 days. Chicks, downy and
altricial, leave nest in 13-16 days, cared for and fed by adult male for a longer
period while female produces a second or sometimes third clutch.

Distribution and abundance: A common resident of the south Caspian region
from Gilan to Golestan. One family recorded once in June in Sofian (Azarbaijan)
and few individuals recorded in May in Khorasan and Kerman highlands and in
August in cypres-forest of Shah Kuh in Semnan. A fairly common winter visitor
to Caspian lowlands, southern slopes of Alborz, and along Zagros south to Fars.
In winter, recorded once in Khuzestan and once further south on Persian
Gulf coast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or
national protected species.
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Family: Fringillidae

>o)gw : 231g3lA

Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 11-12.5 cm length and 20-23 cm wing-
span. A small finch, with yellow and green plumage, relatively long, fine, and
pointed bill, and short forked tail. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation.
Adultbreeding male shows black crown and broad brightlemon-yellowband on
side othead and neck. Ear-coverts grey-green, nape and upperparts yellow-green
with black streaks, and rump wholly green-yellow: Flight-feathers black-brown,
base of secondaries and five inner primaries yellow; visible as a prominent wing-
panel. Greater upper wing-coverts dull black, tipped yellow-green, and median
and lesser coverts yellow-green. Upper tail-coverts also yellow-green, tail black
with bright yellow base (except for the central pair). Throat and breast yellow,
belly, flanks, and under tail-coverts white with black streaking. Non-breeding
male shows darker black crown and more yellow and green on plumage; bill
horn-yellow and legs dark brown. Female somewhat similar to male but duller,
with streaked greenish brown crown, streaked greenish grey upperparts, and
streaked pale yellow rump. Also, lore, chin, and breast white. Juvenile like female
but brighter and browner, more densely streaked above and below.

Biological characteristics: Prefers mixed conifer and deciduous lowland
or montane forests. Gregarious, mostly forming large flocks outside breeding
season. Flight light, rapid, and undulating, with sudden bursts of wing-beats in
direct progress. Feeds on plant seeds, especially conifers and alder; invertebrates
also taken in breeding season. Breeding starts late March, with single pair in
territory or in small neighbouring groups. Probably monogamous. Nest a small
cup of lichen, grass, moss, and wool, lined with plant down, wool, hair, and
feathers, built on outer branch of tall tree. Usual clutch 3-5, sometimes 2-6, sub-
elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale blue, spotted and finely blotched pink
andlavender, red-brown, or purple, 164x12.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 11-14
days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 13-15 days, still fed and cared for
by parents for a few more weeks. Usually two clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: A scarce local breeder in Caspian mountain
forestsfrom Gilanto Golestan; also,wintervisitorinvariable numberstonorthern
Iran. There were only three records in south of Iran: in Fars, Hormozgan, and
Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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European Goldfinch
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13.5 cm length and 21-25.5 em wing-
span. A medium-sized colourful finch with relatively long and slender bill with
pinkish white pointed tip, easily recognizable by red of face and yellow and black
of wings. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Adult of C. ¢. carduelis shows
large crimson patch on front of face covering base of bill, forehead, chin, and back
of eyes. Upper nape, crown, lore, and narrowing band on side of neck black. Bold
white band covers cheeks and ear-coverts between red of face and black of side
of neck. Upperparts dusky brown and rump whitish. Wings black, spotted white
on tips of flight-feathers; outer web of greater upper wing-coverts and base of
primaries and secondaries golden-yellow: Tail black with white patches on base
and white spots on tip of central pair. Underparts whitish, side of breast pale rufous
to dusty brown. Adult of C. ¢. caniceps lacks black-and-white pattern of face, with
head wholly grey-brown except for red front offace and more elongate white spots
on tertials. Juvenile lacks red patch on front of face, plumage greyish buff; heavily
spotted and streaked brown, except for wholly white chin, throat, and belly.
Biological characteristics: Prefers orchards, hedgerows, parks, open
woodlands, moorlands, and scrub along brooks and rivers. Gregarious
outside breeding season, non-breeders form small flocks in breeding season
as well. Flight light and fast, undulating with folded wings. Feeds mainly on
seeds, some invertebrates also taken. Breeding starts late April, nests either
solitary or in small neighbouring flocks. Monogamous. Nest a cup of moss,
lichens, rootlets, and grass, lined with hair, wool, feathers, and plant down,
built on tree or rarely on tall bush. Usual clutch 4-6, sometimes 3-7, sub-
elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale blue, spotted, blotched, and streaked
purple-black, red, or pink, 18.3x13.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 10-14
days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 13-18 days, but remain with
parents for a longer time.

Distribution and abundance: Black-faced sub-species C. ¢. carduelis is a
common breeding bird in the south Caspian region, northern and western
Azarbaijan, southern slopes of Alborz near Tehran, and Zagros oak forests,
extending east to central Fars; commonly winters from Caspian coast to the
southern coasts of Iran. The grey-faced form C. c. caniceps isa common residentin
eastern Alborz, northern Khorasan, eastern Fars, and Kerman highlands. Mixed
flocks of both sub-species recorded near Shiraz (Fars) and Khosh Yeilagh Wildlife
Refuge (Semnan), with one hybrid

observed in the latter.

Conservation status:
This bird is not listed in
the global or national

protected species.

oSl YOO B VY Ll (55,28 g e WO B Y oy Jobo 26,215 (sl 29
Qs S5y 4y 55 Sgh 9 Sk ¢l s &y lite b ST g b glo s
Lo jop s J1 sl 2 (122, g obows sladly 5 900 (59) 50,8 S5y Al 40 g ol (900
865 55 0 @l 8y it lad il yoss Sl gl 5 ISion 03le 5 43 ol S5 B
gl ¢ olin (gsl> lite Al aS )b O ygo (g5l > () p 30,8 &SU Cc.carduelis
13 sl 8y Szl 13,5 oo 3 5y Ly B g sl ol s S 16 5l o |, L iy
o 555 i i g 05 B 53l J 3 g 55l 3o ) kb2
St s olo ol50d 98993 Lg]o%x('é EWTY) ol slow 500 sl 008 U lpouis ALl Liliigy o
S5 S by (990 % (e DI Ao Sl Slg s (sl el S g oliws Ll o b
Aaadd Dt 048 3 g 0buaw 3 (6o sl (oM 35 4363 g Agl (gbo yunlis 518 o LUy 59,
(9, gy B &S Sls 5 Cain 09 A1) deub g0 01 i sl Al o Lol o 4
é“; By gl o0 049D ‘;b d‘a}@ l}‘_i’)&; (.fiL°)> s L_‘B)Jo 99 9 dpduw &y J)Lo ATy
) o8 i 2 4y plod 93851 ©y90 Ao g ol )b Cc.caniceps 865 ;5 >
Sl yeals (59 5355 S5y e (SIS (izped ol (51815 (gloged Sy 90
98 S B (92956 (el Oyg0 (59l 53 0,8 AT 13 L8N bl o ok 41 (prmges
ol 005 04y (ol 8 (logr B 45148 o LJIB le Yot CuwdSSy S5 ¢ g8 il gLzl
33l sladigy rizmon s ISl sl 35 0 oS daiz el St 5 (S e 29
o] (st (gpgling 893 51 B 3 A3 oy o gis 4y loailing, g Loy
s S (Sl 00 o0 2 30 S 3 sglarg e o8 55 olargn )90 )3 9 o
oo ygeo s 3l (g B g lalS s 3ol iy glodl b U5 (290 Sl g 2 oo (sloioj L
So8 lapgyS St bb (so5ie g0 g Cutignd)l Blol | syglaz g S (0 045
oo S5 398 0 el (29050 (0Tl g el Gl syl )3 13 lamg S ol gl >
5 53 g5y |y o 45 ol dsle 5 Ly, oSS o ) (Slasls’ el g
gy o p 5 (BUS Sl g iy 9o LTy 159y 9 45 o0 Ly il ladiny (59, )35 &
D8 o yio Juo VA XY ¥ ol 4 5 Jy0 b 50,8 ¢ yiais a5 slo olw bglas g laas)
5 5L S5 Sl orndey g o 53 ladz g bl o Jsbo 42 59, VW Ve eSS i
il o (Bl 3 g b o 5l g (S0

0 Gbp s Bly Jsems yilasgs Coc.carduelis G5 y5 1 gl y8 5 (S g
Sl ST ol 1l 5 St e 3 5, s clail ool s 5l
@92 JPlpw 3 Jere Cpgo g Cunl )6
SIS Glne] 595 (igix olgws B35 b
Jseze yobo & C.c.caniceps &8 ;.48 oo
ol luld Jlod 51 (318 (g oo
9yl Cawl loyS il lelasyl g )8
P Sl )3 bglses ygo & 4365
olSaly ) (pizen g o) ol
A A T

Lol 51 45793 3,8 Gyl g 038 5135

ol 0y Cud & dilato o 4

Xy Cusypd  1eblis Curdyg
D5 5L8 Lo g Slea b cules

aepl||ibul :Ajiwe4

)cdise & oo

SOWI0jLassed :18pJO

5

g_-. 1g

(ovyv



Family: Fringillidae

(>o)gw : 231g3A

Order: Passeriformes
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Carduelis flavirostris
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Morphological characteristics: 12.5-14 cm length and 22-24 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized finch, with buff-brown streaked plumage, small bill, and
long tail. Sexes greatly similar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows
buffhead and upperparts, finely spotted dark brown on crown, finely streaked
dark brown on ear-coverts, and boldly streaked on nape. Flight-feathers
black-brown, tertials fringed brown-buff, inner primaries with conspicuous
white edges, visible as a white patch when wings folded and as distinct white
panels in flight. Median upper wing-coverts tipped buff and greater coverts
tipped grey-buff, creating rather indistinct double wing-bar. Rump pink and
tail black-brown, with two central feathers fringed buff and outer feathers
fringed white. Chin and throat buff, breast and flanks buff-white with bold
dark brown streaking, and belly to under tail-coverts white. Bill pale grey in
breeding season, yellowish at other times. Female lacks pink on rump, white

patch on wings less conspicuous. Juvenile like female but duller on crown and
nape, with streaked pale buft face and throat and more rufous upperparts.
Biological characteristics: Mostly prefers barren stony heather moorland
and rocky grounds with sparse low bush-cover in mountainous areas. Forms
small or large flocks outside breeding season. Flight light and rapid, with
wavering progress in short flight, undulating over longer distance. Feeds on
small seeds and some invertebrates. Breeding starts late April, nesting solitary
orin small groups. Monogamous, sometimes polygamous (one male and two
females), some promiscuity also observed. Nesta rather bulky cup of grass and
plant stems, built on ground among low vegetation or on low bush, and lined
with hair, wool, and feathers. Usual clutch 5-6, sometimes 4-7, sub-elliptical,
smooth and slightly glossy eggs, pale blue, spotted and blotched pink or red-
brown, 17.3x12.8 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks, downy and
altricial, leave nest in 11-17 days, independent about 15 days later.
Distribution and abundance: A scarce and local breeding bird in Kaleibar
Mountains (northern Azarbaijan) and central Alborz highlands. Descends
to lower altitudes in winter, especially to Urumiyeh basin; occasionally also

winters on southern slopes of Alborz.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.



Carduelis cannabina
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Morphological characteristics: 12.5-14 cm length and 21-25.5 em wing-
span. A small finch with rufous-brown mantle and scapulars and short grey bill
Sexes dissimilar, male with some seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows
grey head and neck, with a small red patch on forehead, a wide broken white ring
round eye and awhite patch onlower cheek. Scapulars and mantle chestnut with
indistinct dark streaks and back and rump light chestnut. Flight-feathers black-

brown with white outer fringes, contrasting with black primary coverts and

chestnut of upper wing-coverts, appearing as a white patch when wings folded
and as a striking white bar in flight. Tail black, feathers with white outer fringes.
Side of breast rosy red, flanks buff with streaks, and belly and under tail-coverts
white with pale buff wash, and under wing-coverts white. Non-breeding male
duller, without red on forehead and side of breast, but latter with golden-brown
spots. Female shows grey-brown head and upperparts with heavy streaking, but
with pale patches round eye and on cheek as in male. Throat and breast buff
and rest of underparts white, densely streaked especially on breast and flanks,
without golden-brown spots on breast. Juvenile like female but warmer buffand
more narrowly streaked; chin and throat buff-white, tail-fringe white as in adult
but no white wing-patch visible.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open moorland, arid wasteland,
parkland, and cultivated country with scattered low trees, scrub, and hedgerows.
Gregarious, forminglarge flocks outside breeding season, flying generally in pairs
in breeding season. Flight light and fast with wavering progress in short flights, but
undulating over longer distances. Feeds on plant seeds and some invertebrates.
Breeding starts mid-April, either solitarily or in small group. Monogamous,
sometimes polygamous. Nest a cup of grass, stems, moss, and some small twigs,
lined with hair, plant remnants, and sometimes feathers, placed in low bush and
rarely on tree. Usual clutch 4-6, rarely 7, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy
eggs, pale blue to whitish blue, with pink, purple, chestnut-red, or purple-black
specks, spots, and streaks, 182x13.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 10-14 days.
Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin 11-14 days, independent 14 days later.
Distribution and abundance: A common breeding bird in shrubby

areasin Azarbaijan highlands, Alborz, Kopet Dagh, westernand central

Zagros, and Kerman highlands. In winter, widespread at lower

altitudes, reaching southern Caspian lowlands, southern slopes

of Alborz, foothills of Zagros, Khuzestan lowlands, wetland

basins in Fars, and occasionally Persian Gulf coasts.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in

the global or national protected species.
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Family: Fringillidae

>o)gw : 231g3lA

Order: Passeriformes
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Rhodopechys sanguinea
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Crimson-winged Finch
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Morphological characteristics: 13-15 cm length and 30-33.5 cm wing-
span. Alarge finch with large head, black cap, heavy pale bill, andlong pink wings
and tail. Sexes slightly dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male shows
blackish crown with buffband on side ofhead and neck. Lore and eye-surround
pink-red and ear-coverts dark brown. Upperparts dark brown with dense dark
streaks. Primaries and secondaries black with bold reddish pink margins and
white tips to secondaries. Median and lesser upper wing-coverts brown with
dark streaks and greater coverts almost black with pale pink tips and fringes.
Primary coverts and alulae black, greatly contrasting with pink of wings. Rump
pink with dark spots; tail-feathers black on centre and pink on base. Throat, chin,
breast, and flanks warm brown with dark spots on breast and flanks, contrasting
sharply with buff side of breast and white remainder of underparts. Bill yellow-
brown and legs brown. Adult female duller than male, browner on crown and
rump and with pink-red of wing and tail replaced by pink-white. Juvenile shows
dark buff head, dark brown upperparts, paler rump, and dark buff underparts,
creamy on belly and under tail-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers stony slopes and ridges in high
mountains with sparse scrub and tall herbage above tree-line, moving to plains
and cultivations in lower altitudes in winter. Gregarious, forming small and
large flocks throughout year. Flight powerful and rapid, undulating over long
distances. Feeds on plant seeds, but partly on invertebrates during breeding
season. Breeding starts February in low hills of southern Khorasan and
Baluchestan, May-June in mountains in north, nesting either solitary or in small
groups. Monogamous. Nest a shallow cup of plant stems, lined with soft plant
material, built on ground in rock fissures mostly in shelter of overhang rock or
bush, sometimes inside low bush. Usual clutch 4-S sub-elliptical, smooth and
glossy eggs, pale blue, spotted and blotched brown to purple-brown, 204x14.6
mmin size. Eggs hatch after 13-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin
10-17 days. Probably two clutches laid annually.

Distributionand abundance: Alocallycommon breedingbird in mountains
of Azarbaijan, Alborz, Kopet Dagh, and Zagros east to hills of Kerman, southern
Khorasan, and northern Sistan-Baluchestan. Migrates to lower slopes and
foothills in winter.,

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Trumpeter Finch
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Morphological characteristics: 11.5-13 cm length and 25-28 cm wing-
span. A small finch, rather similar to Mongolian Finch B. mongolicus but smaller,
with shorter wings, grey head, bright red bill (or yellowish brown tinged with
pink), and without pale wing-panels. Sexes dissimilar, male with little seasonal
variation. Adult breeding male shows bright red bill, blue-grey head, and grey-
buff upperparts washed with pink. Feathers on forehead and chin tipped pink-
red. Flight-feathers black-brown with pink wash on outer fringes. Upper wing-
coverts sandy-brown with pink wash, creating distinct wing patch. Rump and
tail-base pink, tips of tail-feathers blackish, but central pair blackish all over.
Throat and flanks pale grey-brown, breast to belly pinkish, and vent to under tail-
coverts white. Female and non-breeding male usually lack distinct pink tinge,
being mainly sandy grey-brown above and on wings, breast, and flanks, greyer on
head, and creamier on belly. Bill yellow-brown tinged with pink. Juvenile similar
to female, but yellow-buff on lore, ear-coverts, and fringes of flight-feathers.
Biological characteristics: Prefers desert, semi-desert, and steppe with
stony or gravelly surface and minimal vegetation cover, nearby cliffs and vertical
rock walls with lots of crevices, mostly close to source of water. Gregarious
outside breeding season, congregating in small flocks. Flight light and bouncing,
mostly over short distances. Feeds on seeds and other soft parts of plants and
shortbushes. Breeding starts early March, nesting solitarily orin groups of several
pairs. Monogamous. Nest a cup of rough grass, plant stems, and twigs, lined with
hair and wool, placed in rock crevice, mostly in shelter of overhang rock or bush.
Usual clutch 4-6 sub-elliptical to short elliptical, slightly glossy eggs, pale blue,
spotted and blotched black or purple-black, 18.4x14.7mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 13-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 14 days, independent
11 days later. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread resident in
desert and arid hills throughout much of Iran except for northwest, with some
dispersal to lowlands of southern coasts outside breeding season.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Fringillidae

>o)gw : 231g3lA

Order: Passeriformes
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Bucanetes mongolicus
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Mongolian Finch
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Morphological characteristics: 11.5-13 cm length and 25.5-27 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized finch similar to Trumpeter Finch B. githagineus,
distinguished by pale brown head (not grey), streaked upperparts (not uniform),
yellowish bill (not reddish), extensive white belly, and two distinct white wing-
panels. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Breeding male shows
dusty brown head and upperparts and pale rosy rump. Supercilium pink and
eye-ring white. Primaries dark brown, outer ones with rosy fringes, secondaries
almost white with dark tip, forming bold white upper wing-panel. Base of greater
coverts white with rosy fringes and black and pink tips, forming another bold
wing-panel. Primary coverts and alulae black, visible in contrast with white and
pink of wing. Tail black with white feather margins. Underparts dull white to
creamy bufl, washed rosy especially on throat and breast. Female shows duller
plumage than male, less boldly patterned on wings, less rosy on underparts, and
warmer buff on flanks. Juvenile shows dusty brown head and upperparts, wings
not patterned like adults, wing-panels scarcely visible. Underparts buff-white,
warmer buff on breast and flanks. Also, upperparts more streaky brown-grey
and belly white.

Biological characteristics: Favours bare arid loamy or pebbly mountain
steppe interspersed with rocks, boulders, and sparse clumps of grass and scrub,
nearby crags, cliffs, and gorges. Gregarious outside breeding season, usually
forming small to medium-sized flocks. Flight like Trumpeter Finch but faster
and more powerful. Feeds on seeds of grasses and small bushes. Breeding starts
early May, sometimes in loose colonies. Monogamous. Nest a shallow cup
of dried leaves and grass stems, lined with hair and wool, located on ground
in small cracks in stones and rocks, usually sheltered by overhang rock or low
bush. Usual clutch 3-5 sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale blue to grey-
blue, with black-brown spots, specks, and broken lines, 18.8x14.6 mm in size.
Incubation period not known. Chicks downy and altricial, leave nest in 18 days,
independent 12-17 days later.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce and local breeder in foothills and
semi-desert hills at medium elevations from central Alborz east to Golestan and
in hills of Khorasan, descending to lower elevations in winter, even extending
out to desert edge. Also, recorded once in Sistan basin.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

protected species.
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Rhodopiza obsoleta
Desert Finch
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14 cm length and 25-27.5 em wing-
span. A rather large sand-coloured finch with short thick bill and long forked tail.
Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows pale buff head
and upperparts, washed pink in spring and grey in winter. Primaries and tertials
black with bold white fringes, secondaries also black with white and pink fringes,
and upper wing-coverts pink, conspicuous in contrast with black of greater
coverts and alulae. Upper tail-coverts pale chestnut, tail black with broad white
outer webs. Flanks warm buff, under wing-coverts, belly, and under tail-coverts
white. Bill short, thick, and black in colour, lore and bristle-like feathers along bill
also black; legs grey-brown. Adult female rather similar to adult male but duller,
with yellow-brown bill and brown lore. Juvenile shows duller plumage than
female with brown wash.

Biological characteristics: Prefers flats and slopes at fringe of desert,
patchily covered with tall bush, including oases, orchards, and scrub or trees
among irrigated fields and near villages. Gregarious, forming small or large
flocks throughout year. Flight light and undulating; perches upright on trees,
dropping to ground to feed on seeds and other parts of plants; also feeds on
insects during breeding season. Breeding starts late March, nesting solitarily
or in small colonies. Monogamous. Nest a cup of twigs and sticks, grass, and
rootlets, lined with soft plant material, feathers, hair, and wool, built on bush
or tree. Usual clutch 5-6, rarely 4-7, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale
blue, with black-purple or black specks and fine streaks, 18 9x14.2 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 12-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 13-14
days, independent 12-17 days later.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor in

semi-arid habitats along the foothills of the southern Alborz from

Qazvin to Semnan east to Khorasan and a resident in foothills at =
both sides of Zagros mountains from Lorestan and Khuzestan s
east to Kerman highlands. Recorded in winter in Turkaman -

Steppes near Lake Aji Gol, Miankaleh, Khorasan, Semnan,

Tehran and around Zabol (Sistan basin).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the

global or national protected species. i
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Family: Fringillidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Carpodacus erythrinus — _J5 & yhow

Common Rosefinch (Scarlet Rosefinch)
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Morphological characteristics: 14.5-15 cm length and 24-26 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized finch with short stout bill and long tail. Sexes dissimilar
with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows bright red head, chin, throat,
breast, upper flanks, and rump. Narrow brown eye-stripe runs from base of bill
to ear-coverts. Upperparts and scapulars dark brown washed with red, wings
dark brown with pale pink-brown margins. Pale pink-buff tips to median and
greater coverts form distinct wing-bar. Lower breast, belly, and under tail-coverts
whitish with pink wash, slightly streaked on lower flanks. Eyes dark brown and
legs sooty-brown. Female and Ist-year male lack red and are rather featureless,
showing grey-brown head, and olive-brown to grey-brown upperparts and tail.
Wings brown and flight-feathers fringed olive; pale tips to median and greater
coverts form distinct double wing-bar. Chin, throat, breast, and flanks buff-white,
heavily spotted and streaked dark brown, belly and under tail-coverts almost
white. Juvenile like female but more olive-brown, with more dark spots and
streaks all over; also, wing-bars buffier, eye-ring pale buff, and legs light brown.
Biological characteristics: Prefers thickets in damp grassland along forest
edge or in clearings, scattered bushes and trees in open meadows or swamps,
and scrub along rivers and brooks. Gregarious, forming large flocks in winter
and smaller flocks in spring, Flight rather heavy, undulating over long distances.
Feeds on seeds, buds, soft parts of plants, and some invertebrates. Breeding starts
late May in territories. Monogamous, sometimes polygamous. Nest a loose
construction of stems and grasses, lined with rootlets and hair, built in bush or
on short tree. Usual clutch §, rarely 3-6, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs,
pale blue with purple-black or black scattered spots and lines, 20.4x14.6 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 12-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin 11-13
days, independent soon after.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to Kaleibar
forests (northern Azarbaijan), less common in suitable habitats in southern
Caspian forests from Gilan east to Golestan, also on southern slopes of Alborz
in Golestanak and Lar valley: A very common passage migrant in northern
and western Iran, sometimes recorded in spring also from northern Sistan-

Baluchestan.



Loxia curvirostra
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Common Crossbill (Red Crossbill)
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Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cm length and 27-30.5 cm wing-
span. A large finch with crossed bill-tips and forked tail. Sexes dissimilar with
no seasonal variation. Adult male shows rosy-red head, upperparts, and rump,
contrasting with dark wings and tail. Underparts rosy-scarlet from chin to mid-
belly, almost white with dark grey dots on lower belly and under tail-coverts.
Bill-tips crossed and sharply pointed. Legs grey to brown. Adult female shows
grey-green head, upperparts, and underparts, with paler yellow-green rump
and dark wings and tail; mantle faintly streaked dark grey. Juvenile dark brown
above, streaked grey; white below, marked with heavy brown streaks.
Biological characteristics: Prefers conifer forests, especially pine and
spruce, but occasionally seen also in broad-leaved forest. Gregarious, forming
small or large flocks throughout year. Flight fast and powerful, with strong
wing-beats. Very agile when foraging, fluttering between twigs, sliding along
branches, hanging from cones and clambering around using bill. Feeds on
conifer seeds, mostly spruce and pine; secures cone under foot, opens scales
using crossed bill, and removes seeds by tongue. In broad-leaved forests feeds
on buds, fruits, and insects, especially caterpillars and aphids.

Distribution and abundance: Status uncertain; perhaps only a rare
vagrant, recorded in eastern Alborz, central Fars and Sistan-Baluchestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Fringillidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Eurasian Bullfinch
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Morphological characteristics: 15.5-17.5 cm length and 22-29 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized bulky finch with large round head and short but
heavy black bill. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male shows
black crown, chin, and lore, forming a clear-cut cap. Nape, upperparts, and
scapulars blue-grey, rump white, and upper tail-coverts and long tail black.
Wings also black, lesser and median coverts blue-grey with white tips to
greater coverts forming distinct wing—bar‘ Underparts orange-pink from ear-
coverts and cheeks to upper belly and flanks, white on lower belly and under
tail-coverts. Female shows similar colour pattern to male, but side of head
and underparts pinkish brown-grey. Juvenile like female but black on crown
absent; upperparts brown-grey, rump buff-white, and underparts uniform
yellowish or buff-brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers conifer forests or mixed broad-leaved
and conifer, with dense undergrowth; seen in gardens, parks, and orchards in
winter. Flight rather weak, fluttering over long distances. Less gregarious than
otherfinches, mostly solitary,in pairs, orin smallscattered flocks. Cautious, mostly
hiding in dense cover. Feeds on seeds of fleshy fruits and herbs, also buds and
shoots; chicks are fed on invertebrates. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous.
Nestaloose cup of twigs, moss, and lichens, lined with hair and rootlets, built on
bush or shrub. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 7, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy
eggs, pale blue, spotted, streaked, and finely blotched blackish purple, purplish
brown, and pale lilac, 20.2x14.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-14 days. Chicks,
downy and altricial, leave nestin 12-16 days, independent soon after.
Distribution and abundance: Larger sub-species rossikowi breeds in
small numbers in Kaleibar forests (northern Azarbaijan), occurring in winter
south to Orumiyeh town and Maragheh. The sedentary smaller sub-species
caspica is restricted to the Caspian forests of Mazandaran. Also an irregular
winter visitor in small numbers to forests of Gilan, northern Tehran, and
northern Khorasan, but sub-species unknown.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Hawfinch
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Morphological characteristics: 16.5-18 cm length and 29-33 cm wing-
span. A large finch with massive conical bill, large head, and short white-tipped
tail. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male has black lore and
bib. Bill black with blue base. Cap, ear-coverts, and cheeks yellow-brown, mantle
dark brown, contrasting with yellow-brown rump. Lesser upper wing-coverts
and base of median coverts almost black, tips of median coverts and outer webs
of greater coverts white, inner webs rufous-brown. Flight-feathers black glossed
with green and purple, white bases of primaries form broad white wing-bar in
flight. Base of tail-feathers black, tips white. Underparts pink-brown, more rufous
on flanks and white from belly to under tail-coverts. Non-breeding male shows
pale buff forehead and yellowish bill. Female greatly similar to male but paler,
with less black on face, more grey on crown and rump, and paler underparts.
Juvenile rather like female, but head and underparts more yellowish, underparts
with bold black scaling,

Biological characteristics: Prefers open deciduous forests, woodland along
rivers and lakes, orchards, groves, and parks. Gregarious, forming small flocks
outside breeding season. Very cautious, flying to topmost twigs when alarmed.
Flight fast with strong wing-beats. Feeds mostly on nuts and large hard seeds,
buds, and shoots of trees and bushes; also some insects taken in breeding
season. Breeding starts late April solitarily in small territories or in small groups.
Monogamous. Nest a loose cup of twigs, rootlets, and lichen, lined with soft
plant material and hair. Usual clutch 4-S, sometimes 2-7 sub-elliptical, smooth
and slightly glossy eggs, light blue or greyish green, rarely pale buff or grey, with
black-brown spots and scrawls, 24.2x17.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 9-14 days.
Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 10-14 days. Usually 1-2 clutches laid
annually.

Distribution and abundance: A rather common resident in Caspian
forests from Gilan to Golestan, probably a local resident in Kaleibar Mountains
(northern Azarbaijan). Also winters in Caspian lowlands and on southern slopes
of Alborz in Tehran area; also in Ardebil and Semnan, along Zagros Mountains
occasionally south to central Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

.
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Family: Fringillidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 21-22 cm length, wing length 11.4-12
cm in males and 11.6-12.3 cm in females. A large long-tailed finch, coloured
slate-grey and dull yellow; with thick conical dark bill. Sexes rather similar with
no seasonal variation. Adult male shows slate-grey crown, upperparts, and
breast, blackish wings and tail, and olive-yellow rump and belly to under-tail-
coverts. Base of primaries white, visible as a patch in flight; tertials and inner
greater coverts with yellow tips. Secondaries show several distinct dull yellow
patches. Female like male but grey of upperparts, breast, and wing replaced by
paler ash-grey, tinged green on mantle, and spotted white on side of head and
breast. Juvenile like female but brown-grey rather than ash-grey and tips of
greater and median coverts with trace of off-white bar.

Biological characteristics: Prefers juniper scrub and trees at upper tree-
line in mountains, descends to lower elevations in winter. Gregarious, mostly
in pairs or small flocks. Flight powerful and undulating. Noisy, especially
when feeding, with sound of breaking juniper cones audible from 20-30
m away. Remains motionless in tree cover when alarmed. Feeds mostly on
juniper seeds, sometimes on insects or seeds of pine and fir. Breeding starts
late May: Monogamous. Nest a cup of stems and rather thick twigs, lined with
grass, twigs, and bark, usually situated in low juniper. Usual clutch 3-5 sub-
elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, very pale blue or pale greenish grey, with
black and purple-brown streaks, 30x18.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 15-16
days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period 20 days.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce local breeding bird, and probably
resident, in old juniper forests in eastern Alborz and Kopet Dagh highlands
(northern Khorasan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Amandava amandava
Red Avadavat
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Morphological characteristics: 9.5-10.5 cm length and 13-14.5 cm wing-
span. A very small and elegant finch, kept as caged bird. Sexes greatly similar
with some seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows crimson-red head and
upperparts. Wings black-brown, rump and upper tail-coverts bright scarlet, and
tail sooty black. Underside of wings pale yellow; underparts crimson, and lower
belly and vent sooty to black. In fresh plumage, shows black lore and white spots
on wings and underparts, most visible on side of breast, flanks, tips of greater
coverts, and rump. Eyes red, bill bright red, and legs pink. Red of adult breeding
male sometimes lost by abrasion, upperparts appearing dark brown and
underparts blackish, and crimson or scarlet red limited to supercilium, cheek,
chin to breast, and parts of rump; white spots also disappear. Female dark grey-
brown above and buff-grey below; lore and wings browner (blacker in male)
with white spots and belly tinged yellow (tinged pink in male). Juvenile like
female but bill black-brown, upperparts and wing unspotted dark, rump buff,
wing with ill-defined buff wing-bars, and underparts unspotted buff-brown.
Biological characteristics: Prefers dense vegetation on damp soil, in
marshland or along rivers and lakes, but also found in irrigated crops like lucerne,
maize, and tomatoes, also in orchards, reed-beds, river and lake banks, flooded
meadows, and forest clearings. Gregarious, forming scattered groups outside
breeding season, congregating at night roost. Feeds mostly on seeds, small fruits,
and sometimes insects, caught on ground or from vegetation cover, usually near
water. Breeding within Iran not established (records of song in October, fledged
young in May), but in southern Asia prolonged and timing dependent on local
rains. Monogamous. Nest a spherical structure with an entrance, sometimes a
flat mass of grasses and twigs, lined with plant down, hair, and down. Usual clutch
4-7 sub-elliptical to short sub-elliptical eggs, white, sometimes with pinkish spots
and blotches, 14.5x11.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chick, downy
and altricial, leave nestin 17-21 days, independent 10-14 days later.
Distribution and abundance: Distribution not known for certain, but
occurrence likely to be entirely based on escaped cage birds. Recorded from
1974 onwards, mainly in Tehran and Zahedan areas.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Estrildidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Lonchura malabarica g3 §lige

Indian Silverbill (White-throated Munia)
Ligar S 5
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Morphological characteristics: 10-11 cm length, wing length 5.3-5.8
cm in males and 5.3-5.7 cm in females. A small brown bird with dusty-brown
plumage, relatively large head, and strong silvery-grey bill. Sexes almost similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult male with red-brown cap, dark grey-brown
nape and mantle, and white rump. Wings black-brown, tail also black-brown
with pointed tip. Underparts cream-white, marked with fine brown bars on
flanks. Female more uniform dull grey-brown all over, except for white rump;
lore and cheeks pale grey-brown (not white), flanks uniform grey-brown
(not barred); wing browner than in male, tail shorter. Juvenile like female but
general colour more yellow-buff, bill yellowish, and rump-patch smaller and
less uniform.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry open country with patches of
scrub and groves of trees or palms, open forest, dry or irrigated cultivated
fields with hedges or other cover, as well as orchards and gardens. Gregarious,
usually in small or large flocks. Fairly shy but easily tamed. Feeds on seeds and
fruits, also insects and sometimes nectar. Roosts in large flocks, constantly
wagging tail. Flight light and undulating. Breeding starts mid-March to late
June in small scattered colonies. Monogamous, but probably with helpers
at nest. Nest an untidy ball of grasses and twigs with a cylindrical entrance
on side, lined with soft plant material, hair, and down, built on palm tree, in
thorny bush, and sometimes in base of nest of large bird like eagle or vulture or
in cavity of building, Usual clutch 2-7 sub-elliptical white eggs, 15.2x11.8 mm
in size. Eggs hatch after 11-15 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest
in 10-13 days, still cared for and fed by parents for another 14 days.
Distribution and abundance: Sedentary; originally restricted to coastal
zone of Baluchestan and eastern Hormozgan, but shows gradual spread to
west and north from 1970s onwards, reaching west to Bandar-e Lengeh and
north to Bam by 2000s. Record of two birds in Mashhad in 1970s probably
based on escapes.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Passer domesticus
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House Sparrow
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Morphological characteristics: 14-16 cm length and 21-25.5 cm wing-
span. A familiar bird, closely attached to human habitation and cultivated fields.
Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male shows grey crown and
central nape, bold black lore, and a faint white line above eye. Thick chestnut
band above eyes extends to sides of neck. Cheeks and ear-coverts grey or
white, depending on sub-species. Upperparts, scapulars, greater wing-coverts,
secondaries, and tertials chestnut and buff with bold black streaks, median
coverts with bold white bar on tips. Back, rump, and upper tail-coverts pale
grey, tail black-brown with buff feather margins. Underparts pale grey and under
wing-coverts mottled. Bill short and thick, black in breeding season and horn-
brown at other times; legs pale pink, grey, or brown. Adult female shows pale buff
supercilium, more visible behind eyes, no black on chin, throat, and breast, dark
brown to olive-brown upperparts with dark brown streaks, dusky underparts,
and horn bill with yellow base. Juvenile greatly similar to adult female but with
whiter throat and belly and lighter tip to bill

Biological characteristics: Habituated to humans, rarely seen away from
man-made structures; avoids dense vegetation, forests, large thickets, and reed-
beds. Gregarious, forming small scattered colonies throughout year. Flight light
and fast, undulating over short distances, fluctuating over longer distances with
whirring action; gait fast with short hops, searching for plant food like seeds,
blossoms, and flowers on ground. Breeding starts early May. Monogamous,
sometimes polygamous (one male and two females). Nest a domed structure
when in thorn scrub or a small cup when in fissure or on ledge, consisting of
plant down and artificial material like cloth and thread, lined with wool, feathers,
and hair. Usual clutch 3-5, rarely up to 8, sub-elliptical and smooth eggs, white,
sometimes with greenish to greyish tinge, spotted or finely blotched grey, grey-
blue, grey-green, black, brown, or purple-brown, 22.5x15.7mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 11-14 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 11-16 days,
still fed by parents for another 14 days. Usually three clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread resident, with
Eurasian Tree Sparrow P montanus replacing it in towns and villages in the
northeast. Also occupieswoodlandsand thornscrub away fromhuman dwellings
in Khuzestan and the southeast. A numerous migrant in spring and autumn,
with large migrant flocks recorded in the south Caspian region, Khorasan and
Sistan-Baluchestan, mostly consisting of migratory white-cheeked sub-species
bactrianus from central Asia, which winters commonly in southeast Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Passeridae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 12.5-14 cm length and 20-22 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized sparrow, partly similar to House Sparrow P domesticus
and Spanish Sparrow P hispaniolensis, occasionally producing hybrids with
both. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult shows chestnut crown
and nape, black chin and throat, short black loral stripe, distinct isolated black
patch on white cheek, and white narrow collar almost meeting on nape in some
individuals. Upperparts yellowish brown with black streaks and rufous blotches,
wings rufous brown with double white wing-bar. Rump yellowish brown, tail
dark brown with buff feather-fringes. Breast greyish white, flanks washed dark
brown, belly off-white, and under tail-coverts pale buff-white. Bill black in
breeding season, brown at other times, with yellowish base to lower mandible.
Juvenile more uniform and paler than adults. Crown dull smoky with black
feather-tips; nape, upperparts, and upper wing-coverts pale rufous, and wing-bar
more buff.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open woodland, mostly in vicinity of
human settlements and cultivations, riverside willow woodlands, orchards, and
parklands; largely attached to houses and gardens in northeast, where House
Sparrow s a field sparrow: Gregarious; forming small or large flocks throughout
year. Flight like House Sparrow, but with faster whirring wing-beats. Feeds
mostly on plant material such as seeds, some roots, buds, and berries; chicks are
mostly fed on animal food. Breeding starts early April, often in loose colonies.
Monogamous. Nest an untidy domed structure of stems and twigs, lined with
feathers and down, located in hole in tree, fissure among rocks and stones, hole in
wall, or among thick creepers. Usual clutch 4-6, rarely 2-9, sub-elliptical smooth
and slightly glossy eggs, white to very pale grey, with dark brown, sometimes
purplish or greyish, spots and small blotches, 19.3x14 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 11-14 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 12-14 days.
Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: The dark rufous-brown sub-species
transcaucasicus is a rather common resident in woodlands, orchards, and
cultivation in northern Azarbaijan, Caspian lowlands east to Gorgan, and
southern slopes of Alborz east to Tehran and northwest Semnan. The pale
sand-coloured sub-species dilutus is a common resident in cities, towns and
villages in the east from Gorgan in the south Caspian region south to Sistan-
Baluchestan. A common migrant in Gilan in spring and autumn, perhaps
involving sub-species montanus from further north in Europe.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 14-16 cmlength and 23-26 cm wing-span.
Arelatively large sparrow; similar to House Sparrow P domesticus and Eurasian Tree
Sparrow P montanus, occasionally producing hybrids with both. Sexes dissimilar,
male with some seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows uniform chestnut-
red crown, nape, and side of neck, white cheek, short white supercilium, narrow
black eye-stripe, and black bill. Chin and throat wholly black, breast, flanks, and
lateral under tail-coverts heavily streaked black, and belly white. Upperparts
buff-grey with bold black streaks. Wings resemble House Sparrow’s, rufous and
buffin colour with broad black streaks. Rump pale grey and tail black-brown. In
winter, red-chestnut of crown and nape overlaid by buft-brown feather-fringes,
streaking of underparts and upperparts hidden below white feather-fringes, and
billhorn-coloured. Adult female inseparable from House Sparrow female in field,
but distinguishable in hand due to slightly whiter underparts with slightly more
distinct dark streaking, Juvenile like female, inseparable from juvenile House
Sparrow.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dense patches of willow, poplar, tamarisk,
or thorn bush along riversides or irrigation ditches in open country like semi-
desert, steppe, or arable land, including orchards and palm groves, generally in
drier habitat than House Sparrow but in vicinity of source of water. Unlike House
Sparrow, keeps away from humans. Gregarious, forming small or large flocks
throughout year. Flight light and fast, undulating with whirring wing-beats. Feeds
on plant material, especially seeds, and invertebrates. Breeding starts mid-March,
generally in colonies, nesting in tangled scrub or sometimes at base of large nest
of stork or bird-of-prey. Monogamous. Nest a bulky domed structure of grasses,
leaves, and stems, lined with feathers, hair, and plant down. Usual clutch $-6,
sometimes 4-8, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with blue
or green tinge, spotted and blotched grey, purple-grey; or blackish purple, 22.8
x15.3 mm in size. Chicks altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 11-12 days, still
fed by parents for another 14 days. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: Alocally common breeding bird, usually near
wetlands; especially common in south east Caspian and Turkaman Steppes. Also
found breeding in Khojir National Park east of Tehran and near Ahar in northern
Azarbaijan, and may breed in Kerman highlands. A partial migrant; present all
year round in south east Caspian, Khuzestan, central Fars, Hormozgan, Sistan-
Baluchestan, and Persian Gulf coasts. Recorded on passage in spring and autumn
at oases in central and eastern Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national protected
species.
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Passer moabiticus

Dead Sea Sparrow
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13 cm length and 19-20 cm wing-
span. A small sparrow, more colourful than most others. Sexes dissimilar with
little seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows dark grey crown, nape, and
cheek; fore-supercilium white and rear supercilium bufl. Moustachial stripe
whitish, becoming yellow at side of neck; chin, throat, and lore black. Upperparts
and tertials rufous with black streaks; lesser upper wing-coverts black, median
and greater coverts bright chestnut, and rest of wing as well as tail black with
buft-grey outer fringes. Rump and upper tail-coverts dark grey streaked with
black. Breast, flanks, and vent grey, belly and under tail-coverts greyish white. Bill
black, legs grey-brown. Fresh plumage in autumn tinged brown (not grey), black
bib less conspicuous, and bill brown. Adult female shows brown crown, nape,
and cheek, whitish fore-supercilium and pale buff rear supercilium. Chin and
throat buff-white and rest of plumage like male, but paler and duller; bill brown.
Juvenile like female but upperparts greyer with less sharply defined streaks and
wing and tail browner.

Biological characteristics: Prefers woodland and scrub along rivers, brooks,
and irrigation canals in open dry country. Gregarious, seen in small flocks
throughout year. Flight undulating over short distances, more fluctuating and with
whirring wing-beats in longer flights. Feeds mainly on seeds taken from ground
or insects from leaves of tamarisk and willow: Breeding starts late March, nesting
in small colonies nearby source of water. Monogamous. Nest a large domed
structure of twigs and tamarisk leaves, lined with feathers, hair, and plant down,
built in scrub or in tangled trees. Usual clutch 4-6, rarely 7, sub-elliptical, smooth
and slightly glossy eggs, white or buffish, with purplish brown spots and blotches,
189x13.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 9-16 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous.
Fledging period 11-13 days. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: The darker sub-species mesopotamicus with
brown upperparts and white belly is a resident in the lowlands of Khuzestan and
Bushehr to eastern Maroun River. The near-endemic pale sub-species yatii, with
more olive upperparts and yellow underparts is restricted to wetlands and oases
of the Sistan basin.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 14-16 cmlengthand 21-23 cm wing-span.
Alarge buff-coloured sparrow: Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult
male shows black cap, central hindneck, and upper mantle and broad rufous
supercilium grading to white near bill, bordered below by black lore and narrow
stripe behind eye; cheek and side of neck pale grey or bufhish, sharply set-off
from neat black bib. Upperparts and upper wing-coverts pale sandy-grey, partly
marked with black streaks P domesticus but median coverts black with contrasting
white bar on tip. Other wing feathers dark brown, cinnamon, or black, with buff
or whitish tips and grey fringes. Tail brown, with paler outer feathers and feather-
tips. Underparts whitish, tinged buff or grey on flanks; bill black. Female similar
to female House Sparrow P, domesticus but has broad pale rufous supercilium,
restricted narrow black streaks on upperparts, and uniform grey-buff flanks.
Juvenile like female but streak on upperparts brown and indistinct and bill horn
with yellow base.

Biological characteristics: Prefers scattered bush and woodland in sandy
deserts, mainly near wells, oases, or along rivers and brooks; also found near
cereal crops and human settlements in winter. Gregarious, congregating in small
to large flocks outside breeding season, sometimes mixing with Tree Sparrow
P montanus, Spanish Sparrow P. hispaniolensis, and House Sparrow. Shy, mostly
hiding among branches of trees or bush. Searches for food on ground orin trees,
mostly feeding on seeds and insects (latter especially during breeding season).
In areas with short water supply, flies long distances several times a day to drink.
Breeding starts mid-April, nesting solitary or in small colonies, sometimes with
other sparrows. Monogamous. Nest an untidy domed structure of grasses,
rootlets, and other plant material, lined with feathers, fur, and plant down, located
in tree-holes (especially old nests of White-winged Woodpecker Dendrocopos
leucopterus) or in fissures or holes in earth bank, among rocks, in wall, or at base
of nest of stork or birds-of-prey. Usual clutch 5-6, rarely 4-7, sub-elliptical and
smooth eggs, white with greenish or bluish wash (usually one egg paler than
others), with grey and rufous-grey spots, 20.3x14.2 mm in size. Usually two
clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A few birds were collected by Zarudny in
Pish Robat region on west bank of Harir Rud (eastern Khorasan). Recently two
singing males found in woodland along Tajan river near Sarakhs (northeast
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Khorasan), and possibly a resident here in small numbers.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Passer pyrrhonotus
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Sind Jungle Sparrow
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Morphological characteristics: 12-12.5 cm length, wing length 6.7-7
cm in males and 6.3-6.5 cm in females. A small sparrow very similar to House
Sparrow P domesticus, but smaller, especially bill. Sexes dissimilar with no
seasonal variation. In adult male, chestnut band above eyes redder than House
Sparrow, but black patch on chin and throat not extend to breast. Broad black
loral streak narrowing to a line under eyes and ear-coverts pale grey. Crown
and nape grey, lower upperparts tinged with chestnut, and fringes of greater
coverts and primary coverts chestnut-rufous; underparts greyish white. Bill
black in summer, brown in rest of year. Female almost inseparable from female
of House Sparrow, only distinguished by broader and paler supercilium and
greyer ear-coverts; crown, upperparts, and rump dark brown with black-
brown streaks, underparts off-white, and black patch on chin and throat
absent. Juvenile like female but wing browner and bill-base yellow.
Biological characteristics: Restricted to riverside habitats, mostly
occurring in tamarisk and acacia scrub and tall grass along rivers and in other
wetlands. Gregarious, mostly in small flocks, roosting in groups in thorn scrub
or partly flooded tamarisks, sometimes mixing with House Sparrow when
feeding. Flight short with whirring wing-beats, usually over short distance.
Feeds on seeds of grasses and other plants and insects. Breeding starts early
March, nesting in small colonies. Nest an untidy domed structure of tamarisk
twigs, grasses, and roots, lined with feathers, with an entrance on top, built
in tangled tamarisks or hanging on twigs above water. Usual clutch 3-4 sub-
elliptical and smooth white eggs, sometimes with greenish or greyish tinge,
spotted and finely blotched grey, blue-grey, green-grey, black, brown, or
purple-brown, 17.8x13.1 mm in size. Usually two clutches laid annually. No
more data available on breeding,

Distribution and abundance: A scarce and local resident in southeast
Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14.5 cm length and 22-25 cm wing-
span. A small grey- and sandy-coloured sparrow with relatively large head,
short bulbous bill, and long tail. Sexes similar, male with some seasonal
variation. Breeding male shows grey crown, nape, and upperparts. Cheek
and ear-coverts white, broad black loral stripe encircles eye, forming mask.
Bib black, rest of underparts dull white. Median coverts creamy, forming a
conspicuous wing-bar. Buff-white tips to greater coverts and pink-buff edges
to primaries and secondaries create a light patch, visible when wings folded
or extended. Base of greater coverts and primary coverts dark grey to black,
creating narrow V-shaped band. Rump and upper tail-coverts cream-white.
Bill black in breeding season, legs light pink to grey-brown. In winter, grey of
upperparts tinged vinous-brown, bill horn-coloured with paler base to lower
mandible, and bib mixed white. Adult female like male but black of mask,
bib, and wing slightly browner, also with uniform sandy brown head and
upperparts and buff-white underparts; upper mandible blackish in breeding
season, lower mandible lighter, becoming wholly light at other times. Juvenile
has ill-defined grey-brown mask and bib.

Biological characteristics: Prefers scrub and short trees in temporarily
damp lowlands in sandy semi-desert, oases, and ravines with scattered low
bushes. Gregarious, gathering in small or large flocks outside breeding season,
sometimes along with other sparrows. Flight light and fast, typical of sparrows.
Feeds on plant material and some animal food like insect larvae and pupae and
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spiders. Breeding starts late March in small colonies. Probably monogamous.
Nest a domed structure of twigs, stems, grasses, and other plant material,
lined with plant down, grasses, and feathers, built in fissures and cavities in
buildings, on palm trees or forks, usually with an entrance at side. Usual clutch
2-5, seldom up to 6, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with
spots and blotches of brown and purple-grey, 19.2x13.5 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 12-14
days, independent shortly after. Usually two clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: Distribution not known for certain.
Observed by Zarudny in small numbers in southern Khorasan in early May,
and considered to be breeding due to similarities of habitat with breeding
habitats in Turkmenistan. There have been no records since then.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

e o Bl VOB YY Llly (53,28 5 s il ALY oy Jsbo 15 2B (6L 529
e 9 (558 ligS Jlite Sy s &y joo b (B g (1S ) 4y a2 S8 (SutolS
cpuo S 5515 5 ol (Juad lyss (gl 435155, Ladd g Siiiod 03lo 5 5 ol Al p3 g
3l (S5 ol 5 0 (st I3 9 dnies 1 pugS 9 LnigS )13 (S8 A9y 5 (3,5
ol dis 9 9IS sl by o Sl Louticr iy U g 98 o BBl (S8 LA S
sasuio Jb g St 9 5y 5 b g9y (e sl ey sl o o 455 e g
(Sl el (6556 40l 5 Ll (59) 5552 (sl e S 95 (6395 A S5 (oo i3 0
(9% 2 el (992 03 S b g e (o 53 45 WS o ol (paSdio (139, AT il 9 4y
bl g 055 (6815 3 sl Cul £ Mnds 35 3 (59) by g oled bl
gy oge Bly g ol (Sglangn )99 )5 lie 5 0 0105 Sidus (] ()5 (sloyy gy
AL e 055 g0 043 (S5 (glosed aSy) )93l B > el (5815 (Sose3 U
g0 043 islogtB el (ppioman g s g oIS el ol AT 4900 ol O Jg il
e 53,3 VL S i 5 ol (S5 s 55 00 15 (Sl s, L 5
Ol FLL 2 53 ol gy Wl Jlo DBl o 3 g 5ty (ool S o g ol 2 e
sl (6 7S B (gloged diges 5 5IS aly &) 9 0 pg0
Pl 2 @l wgbye Gy (SN o oS (ol g o lidiss t s § (S 59
35 o o i arly 08T 5 0UsS Sl b o (e s oy o Sllodoss
4 55 (25 (S5 5 SosS cladiod > (syghirsn g @ 2 g Cul elazal oty
2RSS ol s s g0y 9 S (Gl g o0 0223 gSudoniS b bglie 900
Goglarsr S oo 4135 ignSis 5 > i g 5)Y lai )gle (51 b g (aLS Slge
L] g el o S5 Vool 295 o0 SIEN Ss8 (sl S L g 598 il S
sgrg0 slmoyin o S5 31, o] 48l LS LI L g dbgle dineBlos 5 Lnd L §l 5105
Sos8 sladdls Clatil oo 3 5 J50 (3 (Vb el sleplila b lpglosib Lo SIS >
Wlas Sy el g gy o 9 ddgle ¢ LS £ SLILT) iy 9 435 o Lo (50 pluo
oo s A 55 23 B oyt 58 B 99 Vgamo oS om s il 0 5 3939
Wslalarg (iais ey ile (0SB 5 sloged slaas 5 kS L i S5 4y Jio 505 b
cbye oy a1y 53 s g ool o Jobo s 505 WB VY loosss gy 45035 o yo Lo VA,V X
ot 5o 9388 5o S 5, el Sy VB IY sy ey 40365 (ol 5 ol
S35 o (5 yoldgn Bygd y 13 50 ALwd 93 Ygane Nigud o Jiuma ) 3l

(oo o it 35

aeplessed :Ajlwe

A

9)dse

554
ATAYS

SOWI0jLassed :18pJO

5

(ovyv



Family: Passeridae

sl

5; ..5—

>

Order: Passeriformes

auwl)

& 5; -.5—

(3]

555
(ATATA)

e o Lo YVBYY Ll (53,28 5 52 Sl VALY s 5o 6y (5 leeS 525
Cond 41y 9 (S 4 o (loged S5 4030t (4 b din S g8 oy (StioS
28l &gy dlawly 4y Jg oy oy 4 € OB Siou3 B3lo g dpnd (635 U g Cannl S g8
oalng))wlumJ.»léUT)IdbimJ&&gW?@)b)mMmjg)ﬁ)
D)3 6y B (glogrd A g Ailigy e s Jy 585 g A Juad Ul yss Sl gl g glitio
(o 5199 45 o IS5 Jogyim 5 Sl o g0 s fisoblgmdiyr Aty
Sopdinn D) g8 Lol isu 3 (S5)0,5 880 g i Ly 485 4y 5 Dgul g0 033 ol S5y 4y
a5 o Sy o 21 (g 380 5l 5y ook ol 55y S5
35 3 i3 g oSl dden (U g 93 9 it s Ll (59 5552 9 S Sl S
4 J;La &)45 dlo’e‘,'é @ )Lo.m )92 L)’] )l C)l> 2 Lol 3% d),w.fb l.mbu 9oy LS“’?'QS
gz 89l s )3 5y ded (i B odlo 55 )5 o by (slogad s Lol 5 g
5 25255 80 9 Ll 59y (Lol A0 53 S 2 ks A5 05 5 (5SS (slogd A5
wasuinl (g4 1 9 5508 (63656 (b o el Lol 1 555 108" AL 85 094 s 0400
D> SyeS 6 S slaly 9 a8 (1855 e g 995 03 0403 9IS 12535 A
5 il gl 353 dn i Aol ol 5 S5 (Sl Sz 35 om0 29
0430 g8 (sl 1 Jlo gl el (5 5 canl slain] (ot yy 253 g0 o & b jiS”
CEaglrs 199 )3 39) 50 o oo yges e 9 )5 IS5 (g0 (slodg,8 b S (cilg 0 0500
Jbo Byl o 3 9 3505 00 (LS Slge g Sl s g goin 4 (LB (o) i
)>|9| )I dﬁib? Ju.{‘_gn dJJ.v ) (89) uLmL.? L;Lmdul.) 9 Lha)..\) 0)49 LY U&:Lf )I}o )l ul.c‘
s 5 398 o 36T (o] SIS 550 Sl 5 5235 2 5508 LS5 5 (0103
2 ol 85 ol alS G b 65 cbole ) paial 5 55 (clanls slaled] g o
iz 9 90 2 by gy 9 18 o U Lplaiblio b g (b0 &5 lygus o J55 i3 s 26
& blo gloged S 0 (sloged SooS slwaS) 5 LJB Lo ol 40 Jolo b jomw 0 olo
Slgbelye Wgs oy 0 lads g 308 o yio i YAD X WYY sl & g (6 S B L Slos )|
P ok cpl Gpgldrgn ogad 3 5y eVl it cpally 4 dtly 435l
Al Caw ) )38 il :‘_é’gl)é 9 u.....Sl,.’
Jyere ©ygas izmen g los (sby g () s
)l 3y (ot (slagliad
i &y g sl g Gl 9 (oS
5 e o Yl S5 ia
S50 255 3 oo 9 litle s Sl
Ol 38 9 iz )3 pizmen Sl o))
S o (IS o) iz gl g (s
Colon By s pd i blos Cundg
053 o5 gz b0

Petronia xanthocollis
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Chestnut-shouldered Petronia
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14.5 cm length and 23-27 cm wing-
span. A rather small and slim sparrow; grey-brown in colour, with rather small
head, superficially resembling female House Sparrow Passer domesticus but
with unstreaked upperparts and slender conical bill. Sexes dissimilar with little
seasonal variation. Adult male shows grey-brown head, upperparts, and breast.
Lore dark grey; bill black during breeding season. Underparts almost white with
rather inconspicuous yellow patch on lower throat. Lesser coverts chestnut,
creating a bright wing patch in flight. White tips of median and greater coverts
form double wing-bar. Tail dark brown and legs dark grey. Non-breeding male
shows pale pinkish brown bill and pale brown legs. Female rather similar to non-
breeding male, with grey-brown upperparts and off-white underparts; chestnut
wing patch and yellow throat patch absent. Juvenile paler than adult, wing-bar
buffandless conspicuous, yellow throat patch absent, bill pale flesh, and legs pale
rey.

%iological characteristics: Prefers open dry forests, oases, bushland,
orchards, palm groves, and cultivated fields. Gregarious, seen in small flocks
throughout year. Flight light, with dipping undulations; gait recalls finches.
Forages mostly on trees for insects and plant material during breeding season,
but more on ground in rest of year, searching for vegetable food, especially seeds
and nuts. Breeding starts mid-April. Monogamous. Nest a large untidy cup
of grasses, leaves, and other plant material, lined with feathers, hair, and wool,
built in crown of palm, tree cavity, or building, Usual clutch 4-5 sub-elliptical,
smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with green or bluish tinge, finely potted
and blotched dark brown, olive-brown, purplish, or greyish, 18.5x13.3 mm in
size. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. No more data available on breeding,

Distribution and abundance: A summer visitor to southern lowlands

and oases in central deserts, occurring commonly in Khuzestan, Bushehr,
Hormozgan, Fars, Kerman, and Sistan-Baluchestan, and less commonly north
to Qasre-Shirin in Kermanshah and Tabas area in central deserts; winters in
southern and eastern Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Rock Sparrow
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Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cm length and 28-32 cm wing-
span. A bulky sparrow with long wings, long, strong, and thick bill, and short
tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult shows grey-brown median
crown stripe, broad dark brown stripe on side of crown, and broad buff-white
supercilium. Ear-coverts dark, chin and upper throat buff-white, and lower throat
yellow. Mantle and scapulars dark brown with buff-white at margins, creating
dark-and-light linear pattern. Back and rump grey to buff, upperwing dark
brown, and underwing creamy. Tail dark brown, with pale buff feather-fringes
and white bars along tip. Underparts streaked brown on buff-white ground. Bill
pale brown, pinkish on base oflower mandible; legs light brown-yellow: Juvenile
paler than adults, wholly dark brown on crown; yellow throat patch absent.
Biological characteristics: Prefers barren stony and rocky flats and slopes,
gorges, ravines, walls of loam or porous rock, boulder scree, and ruins. Mostly
seen in medium to large flocks throughout year, especially outside breeding
season. Flight more powerful and faster than other sparrows, able to make
fluent ascent of cliff faces; runs fast and hops easily on rocky ground. Feeds
mostly on invertebrates during breeding season, more on berries in autumn,
and plant seeds at other times. Breeding starts mid-April, nests solitary or in
small scattered colonies. Usually polygamous (one male and two females).
Nest a cup or domed structure of stems and rootlets, lined with feathers, fur,
and plant down, built in rock fissures and cavities, hole in trees, walls, or old
buildings, or in old nest of swallows. Usual clutch 5-6, sometimes 4-8, sub-
elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white or greenish white, spotted
and blotched brown, dark brown, or grey, 21.6x15.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 13-14 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 18-19 days,
independent in 30 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common breeding bird in mountainous
areas, but absent in Sistan-Baluchestan. Mainly a summer visitor to breeding
areas in northern Iran and western Zagros, descending to lower elevations in
autumn and winter in western foothills of Zagros, along south slope of the
Alborz, and in northern Khorasan. Breeding populations in southern Zagros
and Kerman highlands mainly sedentary; although some individuals move to
lower elevations in central Fars in winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Carpospiza brachydactyla S Swioxs
Pale Rock Sparrow (Hill Sparrow)
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Morphological characteristics: 14.5-15.5 cm length and 27-30 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized sparrow-like bird, largely plain grey-brown and
featureless, apart from short swollen bill and white tail-tip. Sexes similar with no
seasonal variation. Adult shows grey-brown head and upperparts, faint pale eye-
ring and ill-defined whitish supercilium. Wings dark grey-brown, tips of median
and greater coverts grey-white, creating indistinct double wing-bar. Tail relatively
short, black-brown with light margins, and white terminal bar visible in flight.
Chin, throat, and underparts greyish white. Bill dark grey in breeding season and
buff-grey in winter; legs brown-orange. Juvenile similar to adult but paler sandy-
coloured above, bill pale pink with dusky tip, and legs greyish pink.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry stony hillsides, slopes of barren
or grassy valleys, and rocky semi-deserts with bushes and sparse tree cover;
in winter mostly in open fields and cultivations, especially in cereal crops.
Gregarious outside breeding season, congregating in small or large flocks when
feeding and on wintering grounds. Usually roosts in shade of rocks and by wells
and streams in heat of day. Flight light and finch-like, more fluent than Rock
Sparrow Petronia petronia; runs fast and climbs stems agilely. Feeds mostly on
insects in breeding season, more on plant material especially seeds and nuts at
other times, searching for them on ground or among short vegetation. Breeding
starts late April. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a cup of grasses, roots, sticks,
and thorny stems, lined with hair and plant down, built in thorny bush or short
tree, often not far from source of water. Usual clutch 4-5 sub-elliptical, smooth
and glossy eggs, white with small black spots and dark blotches, 19.2x13.4 mm
in size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 16-
18 days, independent in about 20-27 days.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread summer visitor,
breeding in rocky areas with scattered bushes and Zygophyllium steppe in deserts.
Also a common passage migrant in spring in central and south-eastern Iran, but
seldom encountered on passage in autumn.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Montifringilla nivalis

(252 SwbeS
White-winged Snowfinch (Eurasian Snowfinch)
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Morphological characteristics: 16.5-19 cm length and 34-38 cm wing-
span. A large montane passerine with strong conical bill and large white patches
onwing and on long tail. Sexes greatly similar with little seasonal variation. Adult
breeding male shows grey-brown head, face, and neck, dark lore, black chin
and throat forming bib, and dark brown upperparts. Wings white, with black
primaries and black carpal patch. Folded wings show large white panel bordered
black below: Upper tail-coverts black. Tail white with black central feathers and
narrow feather-tips, underparts white. Bill black when breeding, turning orange
with black tip in winter. Female similar to male but slightly duller; black patch on
chin and throat smaller, and black of wings and tail browner. Bill brown-yellow
with black tip. Juvenile with brown crown and nape, black patch on chin and
throat absent, and 4 central tail-feathers (not 2) black-brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers bare mountains above tree-line,
breeding on stony and rocky alpine slopes, plateaus, and passes, flying for food
to grassy scree, snow-fields, and the feet of glaciers; in winter sometimes also
near cowsheds, ski resorts, mountain cabins, and other man-made structures.
Gregarious outside breeding season, various family groups congregating into
large flocks. Flight fast and strong, undulating over long distances. Feeds on
insects and spiders in spring and summer, wholly on seeds and fruits in rest of
year. Breeding starts late April, nests solitary or in small neighbourhood groups.
Monogamous. Nest a cup of grass, leaves, moss, and feathers, lined with hair,
feathers, and wool, built in rock fissure and crevice, rodent burrows, or in walls.
Usual clutch 4-5, seldom 6-7, sub-elliptical smooth and slightly glossy white
eggs, 234x169 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks, slightly downy
and altricial, leave nest and follow parents after 20-21 days. Sometimes two
clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Alocally common resident at 2500-4000 m
from mountains of Alborz to Kopet Dagh and from Kordestan through Zagros
to Kerman highlands, descending to lower elevations in severe winters.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the
global or national protected species.
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Family: Sturnidae

(o)lw : 23lg3LA

Order: Passeriformes
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Rose-coloured Starling (Rosy Starling)
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Morphological characteristics: 19-22 cm length and 37-42 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized starling, rather similar to Common Starling S. vulgaris in
build and size but with elongated feathers on crown, forminglong crest and with
more boldly coloured plumage. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Adult
breeding bird with black head, neck, and breast with purple sheen and long
drooping crest on nape. Upperparts, rump, chest, belly, and flanks pale pink.
Wings black with green and purple-blue sheen, tail black, vent, thighs, and under
tail-coverts also black. Bill relatively short and thick, orange-red with black base;
legs pale pink. Non-breeding adult shows grey-brown feathers-tips on crown,
throat, and chest, giving washed-out appearance. Also, bill black and legs fleshy
yellow. Female slightly duller than male. Juvenile uniform sandy-brown with
slightly paler greyish rump and underparts, closely resembling a pale juvenile
Common Starling but with thicker and more curved bill which shows yellow
base (black in Starling). Legs pink-orange.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steppes and semi-deserts, grassy

plains, pastures, cultivated fields, open rocky and stony terrain; sometimes
also in orchards, hedgerows, thorn scrub, and reed-beds. Gregarious, in small
or very large groups throughout year. Flight similar to Common Starling,
usually within lower airspace. Feeds mainly on insects in breeding season,
especially locusts, grasshoppers, and termites; more on fruits like grapes, figs,
and mulberries in autumn, also seeds and nectar. Breeding starts early May
in colonies of hundreds or thousands of pairs. Monogamous. Nest an untidy
mass of grass, leaves, and stems, lined with rootlets, hair, and feathers, located
in hole in rock, among boulders, in ruins, or in loam walls. Usual clutch 5-6,
rarely 3-9, sub-elliptical, smooth and very glossy eggs, pale blue, 28.7x21mm
in size. Eggs hatch after 16-18 days. Chicks slightly downy and altricial, leave
nest after about 24 days, independent soon after. Usually single-brooded, but
may lay two clutches in years with abundant locusts.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor to
northern Khorasan, Turkaman Steppes (Golestan) and Azarbaijan. Also a
common and widespread passage migrant in spring, less common in autumn,
in northern and eastern Iran, rather scarce in the south. Recorded in very small
numbers in Zahedan and Hormak (Sistan-Baluchestan) in late May, and also
on Khark Island in late August.
Conservation status: Listed in pr
conservation values.
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Sturnus vulgaris ~ ,lw

Common Starling (European Starling)
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Morphological characteristics: 19-22 cm length and 37-42 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized starling with black plumage, recalling Blackbird Tisdus
merula at distance, distinguished by smaller size, short tail, sharply pointed bill,
and yellowish white spots on body. Sexes slightly dissimilar with some seasonal
variation. Adult breeding male uniform glossy black, but colour of gloss depending
on sub-species of which at least 4-5 occur in Iran; underwing black with narrow
or broad pale fringes. Bill yellow with grey-blue base to lower mandible. Adult
female like male, but less glossy, with pale brown spots bill yellow without blue
base to lower mandible, black in winter. Juvenile darker brown above and pale
brown below; chin and throat whitish, fringes of wing-and tail-feathers bright buff,
and bill dull brown-grey. Sub-species caucasicus (Azarbaijan east to Gorgan) with
dark underwing, glossy green head (including ear-coverts), purple hindneck,
side of neck, and throat, green upperparts, and bluish purple underparts, nobilior
in Khorasan with dark underwing, glossy purple head (including ear-coverts),
purple hindneck, side of neck, and throat, green upperparts, and reddish purple
underparts. In winter poltaratskyi is common, which has broad pale fringes on
underwing, glossy green head, neck, and upperparts, and blue-green underparts;
also vulgaris occurs (glossy green all over apart from purple hindneck, side of
neck, and throat; underwing pale as poltaratskyi); purpurascens recorded in winter
in northwest (similar to caucasicus, but ear-coverts green, contrasting with purple
head). Sub-species breeding in Zagros east to Sistan not established; mostly near
caucasicus but smaller in size than caucasicus from northwest Iran.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits open forests, woodlands, grasslands,
farmlands, parklands, gardens, and orchards; avoids dense forests, deserts, and
bare arid areas. Gregarious, seen in small or large flocks throughout year. Flight
fast and rather undulating, Feeds on plant material, only animal food in breeding
season. Breeding starts March, solitary or in scattered colonies. Monogamous
or polygamous (one male and several females). Nest an untidy mass of leaves,
stems, and plant down, lined with feathers and moss, built in hole in tree, rock,
or building. Usual clutch 5-7, seldom 4-9, sub-elliptical smooth and slightly
glossy eggs, light blue, 30.2x21.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-15 days. Chicks,
downy and altricial, leave nest in 20-22 days, still fed by parents for a longer time.
Distribution and abundance: A widespread but only locally common
breeding bird in northern and western Iran, south to Fars and Kerman highlands,
east to northern Khorasan, in smaller numbers in northern Khuzestan and scarce
in Sistan-Baluchestan. Also winters in large numbers throughout Iran, but scarce
in Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sturnidae

(o)lw : 23lg3LA

Order: Passeriformes
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Acridotheres tristis ~ Uao

Common Myna (Indian Myna)
Vo 1(63,5 ¢ 93 a5 55

Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cm length and 33-36.5 cm wing-
span. Slightly larger and bulkier than Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris;
distinguished from other starlings by dark brown plumage, slaty-black head with
bare yellow patch round eye, and rather strong yellow bill. Sexes similar with no
seasonal variation. Adult with short, strong, and pointed yellow bill and orange-
yellow bare patch round eye contrasting with dark head. Crown flat, slightly
crested on front. Upperparts and rump vinous-brown, wings blackish with white
base to primaries and greater coverts, forming prominent white wing-panel,
noticeable from above and below: Tail black with white outer feathers, creating
white patches (white base of central feathers rather inconspicuous). Underparts
vinous-brown, under wing-coverts, vent, and under tail-coverts white, and legs
yellow Juvenile like adult, but plumage duller, slightly streaky below, and crown
not crested.

Biological characteristics: Prefers orchards, farmlands, grasslands, and
areas near villages and cities. Highly adaptable to wide range of habitats and food
sources, thus quick in occupying new areas. Mostly solitary or in pairs; sometimes
congregates into small flocks in ploughed fields to feed on insects. Habituated to
humans, easily tamed, and with great ability to mimic sounds. Flight not very
fast, with noticeable flapping action. Omnivorous, feeds on small vertebrates
like frogs, lizards, and mice, also garbage and carrion. Breeding starts late April,
with territories often established in proximity of other pairs. Monogamous; pair-
bond life-long, but dead mate replaced. Nest a loose untidy mass of twigs and
sticks, sometimes lined with leaves, feathers, and natural or artificial down, placed
in natural or man-made hole or crevice in trees, dense vegetation, rocks, walls,
or roofs. Usual clutch 4-5 oval or pear-shaped smooth eggs, blue to green-blue,
30x21.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-18 days. Chicks, downy and altricial,
leave nest in 22-35 days, still fed by parents for a few more weeks. Usually three
clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Originally a sedentary species restricted
to south-eastern Sistan-Baluchestan in early 20th century, since then gradually
spread west along coast, reaching western Homozgan by 2004. In recent years,
feral populations, probably based on escaped birds, also occur in many other
regions.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Oriolus oriolus
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Eurasian Golden Oriole
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Morphological characteristics: 22-25 cm length and 44-47 cm wing-
span. A relatively large bird, slightly larger than Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris,
with yellow plumage (especially in males), long black wing and tail, and strong
pinkish bill. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male with uniform
bright yellow head, upperparts, and underparts, and black loral patch. Wings
black and greater upper wing-coverts tipped yellow; forming a yellow short
wing-bar on base of primaries. Primaries and tertials tipped yellowish white, tail
black with yellow tip to outer feathers, creating yellow patches on sides of tail
(central tail-feathers also tipped yellow but not conspicuous). Bill dark pink, eyes
reddish, and legs grey. Adult female and 2nd-year male have head, upperparts,
rump, and flanks light green to green-yellow; remainder of underparts white with
grey streaking; wing and tail dull black with green feather-fringes. Eyes and bill
paler than in adult male. Some females might show yellow crown and rump and
yellowish underparts. Juvenile like adult female but appearing scaly above due
to yellow fringes to feathers on mantle, flight-feathers, and lesser upper wing-
coverts. Underparts whiter and more heavily streaked, pale patches on primary-
coverts and tail-tips smaller and whiter.

Biological characteristics: Arboreal, mostly occurringin dense crowns of
broad-leaved trees in forests, groves, mature riverine woodland, parkland, and
orchards, generally near water. Mostly solitary, congregating in small flocks in
winter and on migration-stops, especially when feeding. Hard to see among
leaves, but fluid call easily heard. Flight fast and strong, sometimes unstable
with unequal wing-beats, sudden side-slips with wings spread, dives with
wings closed, and upward-curving ascent into cover; flight undulating over
long distances. Chiefly feeds on insect larvae, but mostly on berries and fruits
in autumn and winter. Breeding starts early May. Monogamous and territorial.
Nest a woven cup of long grass stems, tree bark, and wool, lined with wool,
hair, and plant down, hanging between branches of tree-fork. Usual clutch
3-4, seldom 6, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy eggs, white, pink-tinged cream,
with scattered black spots, 30.8x21.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-15 days.
Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period 14-15 days. Usually 1-2 clutches
laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to northern
Iran from Azarbaijan east to northern Khorasan, locally up to 2000 m, south
to southern slopes of Alborz, also in western Zagros. Also a common and
widespread passage migrant.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Dicruridae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Dicrurus macrocercus li.al:-y

Black Drongo
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Morphological characteristics: 29.5-31 cm length and 13-14.7 cm
wing-span. An all-black bird with long forked tail. Sexes similar with little
seasonal variation. Adult with uniform glossy black plumage. Tail very long
and distinctly forked, less so in late summer when outer feathers are moulted.
Bill and legs black. Juvenile with duller plumage, more sooty-black, tips of
feathers on belly and flank and fringes of under wing-coverts narrowly white;
wings and tail shorter.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits open woodland with sparse broad-
leaved trees, farmlands, and outskirts of villages, sometimes even cities. Mostly
solitary, sometimes in pairs, forming small flocks in winter. Carnivorous, feeds
mainly on insects, sometimes lizards, small birds, and even small bats. Looks
for prey while perching on high branches, electric wires, fences, and mud
wall barriers in farms, swooping down swiftly to ground when prey detected;
sometimes catches insects in aerial pursuit, feeds on ants and termites on
ground, or catches insects near livestock or wild animals.

Distribution and abundance: Zarudny observed on4-5 August 1898 on
Rud-e Bampur (Baluchestan), perhaps pointing to local breeding, No further
records for over a century, but recently some vagrant individuals recorded in
islands such as Qeshm and Farour and Jask city (Hormozgan).
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

protected species.
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Eurasian Jay
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Morphological characteristics: 32-35 cm length and 52-58 cm wing-
span. A small crow with striking pink-brown plumage, broad round-tipped
wings, short and thick black bill, and long tail. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Adult shows white forehead, supercilium, and ear-coverts, contrasting
with black cap and broad black stripe on lower cheek. Eyes bluish white.
Upperparts vinous-pink with grey tinge, rump broadly white. Chin and throat
white, underparts light vinous-pink with white under tail-coverts. Flight-feathers
blackish, with white bases of secondaries showing as white wing-patch. Greater

upper wing-coverts, primary coverts, and alulae glossy blue with black bars. Tail
black, sometimes with blue-barred base. Bill black, legs fleshy-brown. Plumage
greyer in autumn and winter. Juvenile greatly resembles adult.

Biological characteristics: Highly arboreal; prefers dense tree cover with
rich undergrowth, especially oak, beech, and hornbeam woodlands. Not
gregarious; pairs remain in large separate home ranges throughout year, but
sometimes gather in small flocks. Easily located in dense forest by call. Noisy,
especially when mobbing an intruder like owl, goshawk, or weasel. Feeds on
invertebrates especially beetles and Lepidoptera larvae, fruit, nuts like acorn
and hazelnut, and sometimes on small vertebrates and carrion. Breeding starts
mid-April. Monogamous and territorial, pairs for life. Nest a cup of twigs and
sticks, lined with mud, plant down, and hair, built in tree. Usual clutch 5-7,
seldom 3-10, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, green, blue-green,
olive, or pale olive-buff; spotted and blotched olive-green, buff, or greyish green,
sometimes narrowly streaked black, 31.6x22.9 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 16-
17 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 19-20 days, independent
soon after.

Distribution and abundance: A resident in forests of Kaleibar Mountains
(northern Azarbaijan), Caspian forests from Gilan east to Golestan, and in
Zagros oak forest from Kordestan and Kermanshan southeast to Fars. A local
breeder in plantations and orchards in central Azarbaijan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Corvidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Eurasian Magpie (Black-billed Magpie)
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Morphological characteristics: 40-51 cm length and 52-60 cm wing-
span. A familiar medium-sized crow, with boldly patterned black-and-white
plumage and long tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult black,
with head, face, breast, and upperparts with green, blue, and purple gloss.
Wings rounded and short, glossed blue; primaries mostly white, forming a
large panel on wing, Tail long with green gloss. Scapulars, lower breast, and
belly white, under tail-coverts black. Eyes dark brown, bill and legs black.
Juvenile like adult but black of body duller, almost sooty, central tail-feathers
shorter, and black on tips of primaries broader.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits open or dense woodlands, groves,
orchards, parklands, and fringes of farms, generally in or close to cultivated
fields and usually favouring some tall trees but sometimes in quite low scrub
in semi-desert. Gregarious, mostly seen in pairs or small flocks; pairs may
remain in territory throughout year. Wary and noisy. Unlike other crows,
flight uneven with fast wing-beats. An opportunistic feeder; feeds mostly
on invertebrates especially beetles, fruit, and seeds, also on scraps of organic
material, garbage, carrion, and sometimes small vertebrates. Breeding starts
late March. Monogamous. Nest a bulky cup of twigs and sticks, lined with mud,
plant down, and hair, mostly roofed with twigs and sticks, built high-up in trees
or in dense thorny scrub and hedgerows. Usual clutch 5-8, rarely up to 10, sub-
elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale blue to greenish blue, rarely pale olive to
buff, densely spotted and blotched olive-brown and grey; 34.7x24 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 21-22 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 22-
28 days.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread resident
occuring in most towns and villages.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Pleske's Ground Jay
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Morphological characteristics: 24-25 cm length and 11-13 cm wing
length. A medium-sized crow, distinguished by deep pink-buff plumage and
long, slender, and decurved bill. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult
uniform pink-buff, with black elongate triangular throat-patch and black lore.
Wings black, white double wing-bar distinct in flight. Tail black, grey-white
legs relatively long with strong claws. Juvenile like adult, but general colour
more sandy-buff and black throat-patch absent.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steppes, vast open bushlands in deserts
or semi-deserts, especially Zygophyllum plains and seasonal riverbeds covered
with Atraphaxis bushes; avoids dense vegetation, highlands, and rocky regions.
Solitary or in pairs outside breeding season. Very shy and vigilant, difficult
to flush. Flight short and low above ground with quick wing-beats, landing
involves running. Walks well, able to run fast over long distances. Mostly
perches on bushes, jumps to the ground when alarmed and moves away
while running or flying low above ground. Omnivorous; feeds on insects,
especially larvae, small lizards, seeds, and nuts. Breeding starts mid-February.
Monogamous; breeds solitarily but territoriality not observed. Nest a small
cup of twigs and sticks, lined with mud, wool and hair (from goats, sheep, and
camels), built on Zygophyllum eurypterum or Ephedra intermediate bushes, or
in dense Atraphaxis spinosa, and rarely on tamarisk shrubs. Usual clutch 3-4,
sometimes 2-5 and rarely 1 or 6, sub-elliptical to short sub-elliptical, smooth,
slightly glossy eggs, light olive to creamy, densely spotted and blotched olive-
brown, 35.3x20.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 18-22 days. Chicks, altricial and
nidicolous, leave nest in 12-17 days, still remaining on nearby branches and
bushes, fed by parents for another 45-60 days.

Distribution and abundance: Occursin Iran and have not been reported
from other regions yet. A fairly common resident in central desert basins
mostly in Zygophyllum steppe. The southernmost record is from the Khash
area in Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

; S\
RV %LL‘JM

el a8l WY Ll Jsbo 5 y2e 3o VOB VY oy Jobo 305 plB (6L 529
Ol gy odued (SWly Sl g 1y ke 5 (s (Syg0 (63956 ) Alawly 4y oS wr lawogie
shad i 436 5 JSiad o0lo g 5wl Lawseis B Sl a4y o0lgls ol sl s 5l
a0 5 i (YL 13 (53 ol &S g Gl 5 ya0 (69650 s (5 @l 5y 50 A
3 ldl (595 dues (Jlg5 93 5 olww Ledly 3 Jlie b lpouiar Alold 13 ST (o 2 (o8
Sy a9 (58 ey )0 o & oy sl oliws 53 p3 il 0 il 42 (253 4 o 0 &S
Sty (32 S5y (Jg ool Ll 2 s (3L 90 B JLL 815y 095 g0 0190 (6 S e

ol A (59 0l AT 1818 g sy oo Jlas ) S 3950
lolrdong s blotest s Sl (s g o b sl s sl § (S 29
& |y (Atrphaxis spinosa) « iS )s,5» S5 cladsie b Lab cladgy yiws ¢ (glawle
e oo g (Siw (g &y g wSlyte (LS Gl jl g W3S a oKt loie
g bl ¢ s s 395 g0 0105 s (215 ¢ ol 4 (gyolangn Bygd Jl )l 3.8 e
S5l ol £15) 5 5555 b 05 Jort 4 s o] isn o 9 el S
S (oo s (yen) s oy (Sl o Wlale 576 41393 el g Sl ol o oo
Lol o0 ol}}f Lglmd.:y $9) ul.c] RIS @\f’]o L;LQ(‘BLMA Py d 939y 0 01) UJP 4
2 e by oo slai a8 (J 3 g da o0 () 59y Br sl sl bl A g
oSl ol 1 g3 Ly g ) o 42 S35 g Sl b SV Lo pg> 532 5l
5415 SasS (SlaSgalo dodl )Y e s g Cand S S 295 o0 190 i
929800 ] (950 Cpgo dr g yare ol Jl 69l g S oo 35 o ptans 3 S 4>
5 nablos S8 clanlS 5ol g o oo (S5 395 sod o> seaseio g olh i3,
(Zygophylum eurypterum) €z (lady gyl o 45 cod Glbl cladsg claasls

89y Sy g g € S o 8 05l sladies 19,3 b 5 (Ephedra intermediate) « Sw 4
3890 9oz 9. SV 9 JS L) g g S so Ly oligS (Tan}arix SP.) €35 (sladss
(s 4o 159 b b G 0y 92 U 93 (B ooz U s Vgoma gy o 515 g MdasoS
12T 5 LIS L oS5 508 o (G903 U )5 S5 s o (530 U ecBlio ligS ot o U
Jobo &2 o, VYU VA Lo gy 3,58 oo yia len YO Yo D 0lel 40 5 (ol (g sloge
WENY 3 it cpally as ity 435 (6l 9 Gl (lye g5 g0 3 oz sl 0
Sy dilo o (Bl Bl clatis: (< 1 s o Sl s 59 9 S 5 el S
g o 355 il by ol e 39y 5+ BB 293 5 ian

2535 slajye ) ) 058 5 cod (il Gae 4isS ol (21, 1 N9l 3 9 ST
bl cnl so)lized Gl (53950 255 g 3 Jgane Sl e a0 2135
Olirsl 5 Gl il > A adlaio 0k cpl J oad osalite abal (o 5 oigi
Lol

D)5 8 e g Sl 85 Coles 56y cawppd 3 i lis Curdg

aepIno) :Ajlwey

9)cdise : g3

SOWI0JLIasSed :1apJO

(Qh v EE e alye (€




	Birds.pdf (p.1)

